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sterile between one another; but that the intercrossing of 
breeds of different stocks or species produces sterility, hence, 
then, sterility 1s the variation, which must necessarily become 
seized upon and perpetuated; but if this variation becomes 
perpetuated by the law of natural selection agreeably to the 
doctrine of progressive development, then, through the direct 
action of sterility, we derive extinction, not evolution.” 
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It seems to us that Mr. Benson’s arguments are unanswer- 
able. He carries the war into Africa. and defeats the evolu- 
tionists upon their own grounds. Driving their theory out of 
the fortress of embryology and over the precipice of the 
transmutation of species into the abyss of sterility to be 
dashed to pieces on the rock of extinction below, his victory 
is certainly complete. 

We will close this article by quoting the following beau- 
tiful words of Dr. Krauth, found in the Introduction to his 
translation of “ Ulrice’s Review of Strauss”: 

“No men have such prophetic souls as sanguine physi- 
cists. The theorists sometimes ask no more than a bound- 
less past to justify their theories, or not infrequently appeal, 
as if the gaze of the seer were granted them, to that happier 
future which is to furnish the missing links in the chain of 
demonstration. The sole reason that they cannot make out 
the theory of the present is, either that they cannot see quite 
far enough back into the past, or cannot see quite far enough 
into the future, except in the power of that theoretic faith 
which, disdaining such easy things as removing mountains, 
creates or uncreates universes at pleasure, and plays with 
nebule as boys play with marbles. They utterly shame the 
believers in Revelation by the way in which they make faith 
the substance of things hoped for, and the evidence of things 


not seen. 

“ Darwinism has simply to get far enough back to reach 
the ape of the past, to see him in the way of evolution to the 
man of the present, or to plunge deeply enough into the ages 
to come, to see some man of the future evolved from an ape 
of the present—for we are primal to the future as the past is 
primal to us—and then the theory has a fact which fairly 
supports it—a something it does not possess to this hour. 
And as Darwinism needs but one of these two little things to 
make it an established theory, and as it has the boundless 
past to furnish the one, the endless future to furnish the other 
—why, in a matter which may require hunting to all eternity, * 
should we attempt to hurry these trusting adherents, in the 
production of this fact? If they wish to meet the debts of 
science by renewing its notes, they have many mercantile 
precedents for the method which postpones the crash, even 
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when it does not prevent it. If the enthusiast in the phys- 
ical theories of the hour is willing to promise the bear-skin 
before he has caught the bear, is not that a reason, in the 
judgment of charity, why we should pardon him if, in fact, 
he sometimes mistakes the promise of the skin for the actual 
possession of the bear, and that instead of considering the 
theory as a thing to be proven, he lays it down as a first prin- 
ciple by which everything known is to be explained, and in 
virtue of which everything desired is to be assumed?” 


THE DOCTRINE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER IN 
MODERN THEOLOGY. 


Reviewed and criticized by Dr. F. A. Philippi; tr. from the 
Kirchliche Glaubenslehre of the author by G. H. 8. 


(CONTINUED.) 


Essentially in harmony with Thomasius, are the views of 
Harnack, in his Die Kirchl. Verwaltung des heil Abendmahls, as 
the third in the series of discussions on the importance of the 
means of grace published by him in conjunction with v. Har- 
less. Erl. 1869. But he differs with Thomasius in this that 
he takes as starting point of his investigation the statement, 
that the sacraments are the real church-forming and church-pre- 
serving means of grace, cf. p. 154. For the sacraments are pub- 
lic acts of the Church and therefore stand in a closer relation 
to the Church. Cf. p. 115sq. But Harnack also makes use 
of the distinction between person and nature in order to 
represent the sacraments as having an immediate influence 
on the psychico-physical side of our natural existence, cf. p. 
177, According to his view the Word also brings and gives 
to us the whole Christ and puts us into a complete commu- 
nion with Him, but always under the condition of personal 
faith; although it (the Word) exerts its power on the whole 
man unto the very depth of his unconscious spiritual life, it 
nevertheless appeals constantly to his consciousness, presup- 
poses this, rouses it to action and works through it. In re- 
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gard to the Word, because it appeals to my personal, con- 
scious being and life, the cardinal point is grace in so far as I 
actively must grasp it (grace), although the Word is not 
without effect also upon the natural basis of our person, cf. p. 
186 sqq. Through baptism, however, by means of an act on 
God’s part, of which we are made the objects without any 
action on our part and which takes place on our person alone, 
since in this action God takes hold of us from our psychico- 
physical side through bodily means and influences the whole 
man, we are as individuals implanted into Christ and put 
into the relation of children, and though this be unto faith 
and for faith, yet it takes place without any reference to our 
conduct of faith. Through baptism I secure the objective 
certainty that God has received me also to be His child and 
heir, not because I believe, but for the very purpose that I may be- 
Keve this. From this gracious act and power no baptized per- 
son can withdraw himself, however he may demean himself 
with regard to it, as little as a son can withdraw himself from 
being the child of ccrtain parents. Hence, because I am a 
child of God, therefore I can and may believe, and therefore 
Ido believe. Baptism as an act is the sign of a divine ac- 
tivity of grace, through which transpires that the baptized 
person, having been implanted into Christ, at the same time can 
have himself as the object of his faith, cf. p. 190 sqq. 


Our objections to these views we have already mentioned 
in treating of the doctrine of baptism. But when Harnack, 
p. 195, thinks that only he, who is steeped in the unreason- 
ableness or bigotry of subjective sin can in connection with 
this view speak of an opus operatum and who would then also 
have to deny the universality and sole efficacy of grace, I, 
for my part, in this case am perfectly willing to bear the 
charge of subjectivistic unreasonableness, but deny emphatic- 
ally that therefore it will be necessary to reject the univer- 
sality and sole efficacy of grace. Or is the effect of baptism 
which implants me into Christ, makes me a child and heir of 
God and thereby also an object of my own faith, not to be 
called a saving effect; even if this effect necessarily results ir- 
respective of faith in the case of each one who becomes the 
recipient of the baptismal act, is this not rightly to be called 
a saving effect ex opere operato? When Harnack further, in 
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order to do justice to the accepted principle of the Church 
idem effectus verbi et sacramentorum, pp. 186, 140, 152, maintains 
an effect of the Word also down into the unconscious side of 
our spiritual life, and even upon the natural basis of our per- 
son, so that the Word works only through the person upon 
the nature, but baptism, on the other hand, through the na- 
ture upon the person, it is hard to see, why, when the effects 
are essentially identical, a person cannot be satisfied with the 
Church’s doctrine of Baptism as the sealing of the Word. 
We indeed read on p. 188: “In this our nature, which is 
called “the flesh” in the Scriptures insofar as it is the old 
nature of our race, we have also the inexhaustible fountain of 
all those weaknesses, frailties and temptations of our life of 
faith. The renewal and sanctification of this our nature is 
therefore a conditio sine qua non of the health and growth of 
our faith.” With this then the postulate of a sacrament that 
works immediately to transform the natural side of our being 
seems to be justified. But we must have recourse to the sup- 
position that the sin which remains in the believer has its 
seat and source in his natural life, while in truth it has its 
root primarily in the personal life of the believer. Or is not 
unbelief the root of all sin, and does it with all its most direct 
fruits, such as self and workrighteousness, want of love and 
hope, not have its root in the self-conscious, personal life of 
man? And are not the severest and heaviest battles of faith 
just with unbelief and all its ramifications? It is in truth 
not the case that the higher spiritual and personal life of the 
believer is free from sin, and that sin is found only in the 
lower psychico-physical impulses of his natural life or luxuri- 
ates only in his unconscious spiritual life. Original sin pro- 
ceeds from the unconscious natural ground into the personal 
life that fs developed from this basis; while, on the other 
hand, the regenerating grace exerts its power constantly 
through the medium of the conscious personal life with a 
sanciifying effect on the spiritual and mental natural ground. 

And if in the next place, the whole and complete 
saving effect is ascribed to the Word, why is it that 
those who, (as all should) receive it in faith, and thereby 
have heen justified not only objectively but also subject- 
ively have been incorporated into Christ and have become 
children and heirs of God, still stand in need of being 
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transferred objectively into the condition of saved beings 
through baptism? They have (according to such a view) 
already through the Word and through faith more than bap- 
tism can give them. Clearness and inner harmony we think, 
can be secured for this way of looking at matters only by de- 
nyiug to the Word the power of regeneration, justification 
and conversion, and by ascribing to it only a propaedeutic 
and paedagogical importance, which would be a depreciation 
of the Word against which Harnack also protests. But only 
in this way can we find a specific difference between the Word 
and Baptism. The Word would thus merely give preparatory 
information concerning the contents and the saving gifts of 
baptism, and would make man willing to become a partaker 
thereof; while baptism itself would implant the whole wealth 
of salvation into the natural ground of the person baptized, 
and while through the Word which always follows baptism 
he is ever reminded of this reception of grace and is en- 
couraged to its subjective reception by faith, he now also, 
through the power given him in baptism, consciously and 
of his own free will receives the gracious gifts of baptism 
which had been implanted into his natural ground. Of 
course there is then really no need of any instruction through 
the Word preceding baptism, but we could take anybody who 
would be willing to submit to it as an outward action, and 
incorporate him into Christ and make him a child and heir 
of God and afterwards explain to him of what great gifts of 
grace he had become the recipient through this act. In this 
way it would prove to be true what Harnack says, that every 
baptism of an adult is in essence the same as the baptism of 


an infant. 


For our purpose however the principal question, is the re- 
lation of the Lord’s Supper to Baptism according to Har- 
nack’s view. Here especially do we see the real and full 
bearing of the statement which he has put at the head of his 
treatment of the sacraments, namely that they are church- 
forming and church-preserving means of grace. We have, 
he says, in treating of the sacraments, to discard the one- 
sided view which takes into consideration the subject only, 
and must turn our attention to the social sphere of the Chris- 
tian kingdom, i.e. to the economy of salvation itself and to 
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the congregation or Church of Christ. The contrast of Word 
and Sacrament corresponds to that of individual believer and the 
congregation of believers to such an extent that the one completely 
covers the other, The specific means through which the Lord 
exercises His church forming, preserving and completing 
activity are the two sacraments. The Word is that means of 
grace which brings about faith by directing itself to the inde- 
pendent self-conscious personality. The sacraments, how- 
ever, are the church-forming and church-preserving means of 
grace, which are homogeneous to the nature of the individual 
personality in so far as this is part of the common genus, and 
further to the nature of the Church -as the body of Christ, so 
that without them there would be no congregation of believers as 
the somatic pleroma of Christ. Cf. p. 145 f., 175.—Here we at 
once perceive the connection which the distinction between 
personal and natural life has with the doctrine of the sacra- 
ments as the church-forming and the church-preserving fac- 
tors. For only in his natural state is man determined by 
the genus; but through the sacramental sanctification of the 
human natural ground a holy race or congregation is separated 
from the world and formed. What is true of the sacraments 
as a class is applicable to the Lord’s Supper in particular. 
The Lord’s Supper is the showing forth, the carrying out and 
nourishing of the communion, not of the individual Chris- 
tian as such, but of the congregation with Christ as its head. 
It has been instituted chiefly to form, nourish and maintain 
the Church as the body of Christ. Cf. p.126. It has been 
instituted as the congregational sacrament, i. e. as a sacrament 
forming and preserving the congregation. It is not for the 
individual Christian as such and in his isolation, but for the 
congregation of believers as such. It is for the purpose of 
effecting congregational existence and a spiritual co-operative 
union and growing together of the individual members in 
and with the Lord to become one body of the congregation. 
Cf. p. 164, 166, 177.—Here the question now arises, wherein 
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper yet differ as to their effects, if 
they are both congregation forming and congregation pre- 
serving means of grace. To this, in the first place, the 
answer is given, that participation in the Lord’s Supper is 
not an expression of a communion to be first given (through 
baptism) or to be renewed (through absolution), but that it 
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is a constant and renewed consummation of the communion 
already existing and which is to be more and more realized. 
Cf. p. 128. According to this it would appear to be more cor- 
rect to say, that Baptism is the congregation forming, but the 
Lord’s Supper the congregation preserving and congregation 
increasing means of grace, instead of ascribing to both the 
purpose of forming, preserving and increasing. And we are 
not brought beyond this when we read on p. 198, that the 
Lord’s Supper draws the believer deeper and firmer into the 
real communion with Christ and His body, and that for his 
personal life of faith it secures in his natural life a basis 
homogeneous to the former and strengthens it. Still more 
precisely is the relation between Baptism and the Lord’s 
Supper defined on p. 214, according to which Baptism is that 
means of grace through which the Lord creates and preserves 
this His Church in the world, in so far as this Church is ex- 
tensively and intensively in the process of coming into exist- 
ence and of being constantly sifted and purified, the ecclesia 
late sic dicta ; while the Lord’s Supper constantly puts the 
existing congregation on a firmer basis, nourishes it and de- 
velops it toward its perfection, in so far as it has rela- 
tively become such a Church by virtue of Baptism and the 
‘Word, namely, the congregation of believers, the ecclesia stricte 
sic dicta; and as such, indeed, being also itself in the 
stage of growth and increase, or the militant Church of 
Christ in the form of a servant. Cf. also p. 195, 203. If by 
this is meant, that Baptism forms and increases the body of 
Christ in so far as this is the congregation of all the baptized, 
but that the Lord’s Supper forms and increases the body of 
Christ as the congregation of the believers, then indeed both 
these sacraments could be said to have in an equal degree the 
church-forming and church-preserving power, the one in the 
outward, the other in the inward sense of the word. How- 
ever in‘ this case it is impossible to understand how the 
Lord’s Supper can form the congregation of believers, since 
also according to Harnack a beneficial reception already pre- 
supposes faith and it is the sacrament intended for the con- 
gregation of believers only. And in truth he says only that 
the Lord’s Supper constantly puts upon a firmer basis the 
congregation as already existing, nourishes it and develops it 
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toward perfection in so far as it has relatively become the 
congregation of believers through Baptism and the Word. 
Then we must conclude that Baptism is the sacrament that 
founds and forms the congregation, and the Lord’s Supper 
the sacrament that only preserves and prospers the congrega- 
tion. Faith is worked neither by Baptism nor by the Lord’s 
Supper in themselves, but by the Word alone. Baptism 
creates the holy natural ground and accordingly that which 
may be called the objective body of Christ for the object of 
the subjective reception of this act of grace through faith in 
the Word; the Lord’s Supper nourishes and preserves this 
holy natural ground, but not for faith, but only in the be- 
liever who has become not merely objectively but also sub- 
jectively the body of Christ, while in the unbeliever (cf. p. 
199) it has not these beneficial but only judicial consequences, 
even such as destroy the bodily life. But in all cases the 
effect of the two sacraments in themselves and in an im- 
mediate manner is diverted in an equal degree to the natural 
ground, sanctifying, purifying, transforming, glorifying it, 
and no specific difference between their effects can be discov- 
ered, except possibly this one, which, as we have already 
remarked, is altogether without foundation, namely that Bap- 
tism is unconditionally but the Lord’s Supper conditionally 
beneficial, and under certain conditions has a destructive 
effect upon the natural life of man. 


Be this as it may; with these so-called effects of the sacra- 
ments upon the nature of man, there fall to the ground also 
the church forming and church preserving effects which are 
so closely interwoven with the former, in Harnack’s concep- 
tion of the whole matter. At the bottom of this we find that 
conception of the church, according to which she is the body 
of Christ already as the congregation of baptized persons and 
not only as the congregation of believers, which idea we can- 
not consider as based upon the Scriptures or the Confessions, 
and of which we will speak further on in our treatment of the 
church. Even if in the objectivity of the views we do not 
go so far as to say that “Men are and come into existence only 
because mankind is to be and is,” (p. 168), or to speak of the 
church as the body of Christ, on whose account the individual 
believers, and even all mankind, exist, and without which 
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there would be no believers at all (p. 171), it is therefore not 
yet a necessary conclusion that we are governed by the atom- 
istic and subjectivistic way of thinking found among believers 
of our day, who, in the plan of the divinely established congre- 
gation (Gemeinde), put the communion (Gemeinschaft) which has 
been established and nourished by the believers as a free rela- 
tion of individual to undividual, and which mixes the Church, 
which is also but in a secondary manner the product of the 
faithful, with her in her capacity as an objective creation of 
grace, cf. page 166. I am of the opinion that the Lord and 
His Spirit in the Word and Sacrament are a sufficient objec- 
tive bond of union of the church as the communion of be- 
lievers, who find the basis of their oneness not in the sancti- 
fied natural ground of the species, but in the first instance in 
their common confession of the triune God and then through 
Him also in themselves. How great the danger is that in 
this conception of the church of which we here are speaking, 
the church usurps the place of Christ, or at least assumes 
some of His vices*, appears to us to be clear from p. 179, where 
it is said that the believer, when partaking of the Lord’s 
Supper, just through his membership is to be directed from 
his weak, tempted, and fluctuating faith, to the ever-abiding 
faith of the congregation or the church of Christ, whose faith 
is ever the same though it grow from strength to strength. 
Also from p. 221, where it it is said that the Lord did not ap- 
point the Supper for the individual and that it should not be 
taken by any one in his capacity of an individual; but that 
it had been instituted for the organized congregation, though 
in it, with it and through it also for the individual, in so far 
as he does not wish to be considered alone but acknowledges 
himself as a member of the congregation, and as such desires 
the saving gift and its strengthening help. I cannot see, why 
the objection, that in this manner the Lord’s Supper is toa 
great extent deprived of its force for the individual Christian, 
is represented to be based solely upon a gross misunderstand- 
ing, or why in this doctrine of the Lord’s Supper the atom- 
istic subjectivism, the Conrinthian separation, which is the 
evil of our day, is no longer possible, cf. p. 210. Forgiveness 
of sin, the gift of the Holy Ghost, communion with Christ, 
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life and salvation for the individual through the Word and 
Sacrament ever and always remain the principal matter, the 
communio sanctorum, with all its comforts and blessings ever 
remains only a resulting matter, conditioned by no effect of 
the sacrament upon the natural ground of man. And there- 
fore I cannot in conclusion admit, that it is a mark of super- 
ficiality in judgment or a great misunderstanding when we 
object to the views which we here oppose, that they make 
what our dogmaticians make the secondary purpose of the 
sacrament to be the first, and therefore do violence to the first 
purpose. Cf. p. 165. For even if the dogmatical term finis 
secundarius refers to that which the congregation and the re- 
cipient of the Lord’s Supper in its reception confesses and 
proves, it is nevertheless true that also according to the teach- 
ing of our dogmaticians, that also which our Lord in His 
sacrament does and brings about, refers in a primary manner 
to the individual and in a secondary manner to the congrega- 
tion, since He in the first place puts all the individuals into 
communion with Himself, and because He is the common 
connecting link of all, they are also thereby in an actual way 
united with each other. And just because the Holy Supper, 
although only in a secondary sense, is a sacrament that nour- 
ishes the congregational life, our Church wants it to be cele- 
brated regularly as a congregational ceremony; and this suf- 
fices entirely to explain their practice which by no means 
justifies us in drawing extreme dogmatical conclusions. 
Otherwise we could probably with a better show of reason 
draw from this practice the conclusion, that the Lord’s Sup- 
per is nothing more than a congregational act, as this is 
taught by the Reformed. 

It has not been an easy matter for me to oppose my friend 
Harnack in this matter. It would have afforded me much 
pleasure, could I had agreed with him on this point. May 
the reader draw the conclusion from this, that it is not the 
object of my polemics to offend a person, but only according 
to my best knowledge, conscience and ability, to defend the 
truth. 
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CHRISTIANITY IS THE PARENT OF TRUE 
ELOQUENCE. 


BY REV. L. H. SCHUH.* 


Fellow Alumni! 

Heaven’s highest gift to man is mind, It is the privilege 
of mind to exchange thought by means of language. Not all 
have the happy faculty of fluently and lucidly communicat- 
ing thought. Unto the servant of the public, especially the 
leader or teacher, no gift will prove of greater advantage than 
that of eloquence by which the orator sways the multitude; 
riviting their attention; kindling in the bosom’s core the 
fires of passion; melting them to tears by picturing in all its 
vividness some dread calamity impending over home and 
country and moving them to deeds of heroism and bravery ; 
appalling them by pointing out the wreck by the road of 
ruin; ‘entrancing them by the play of his imagination—thus 
by his gift of speech the orator “wields the living mass as 
though he were its soul.” 

The strength of a discourse is conditioned primarily by 
its subject. No speaker can be eloquent upon a dog-fight, 
and the effort would be a burlesque; while no battle-scarred 
veteran can narrate in language never so homely, the heroic 
deeds of Washington or Napoleon without enlisting the at- 
tention and sympathy of his hearers. That difference of 
effect lies not so much in the man as in the subject; therefore 
that which offers the noblest themes for discussion opens the 
widest field for eloquence, and since Revelation offers these, 
Christianity is the Parent of True Eloquence. 

The subjects upon which the Christian orator speaks are 
the profoundest ever offered to the human mind. What could 
be more grand or elevating than the thoughts the sacred 
Scriptures suggest of God, an infinite Spirit; a Being who 
was long before the mountains and hills were brought into 
existence, in whom there is neither variableness nor shadow 
of turning, and who will be long after the day-star has burned 
out in the heavens, and the earth has crumbled back into its 
former nothingness; a Being so powerful that by His Word 
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He called all things into existance and now holds the uni- 
verse in the hollow of His hand; who sits in the throne of 
the heavens and marks out the paths of the celestial bodies 
and directs the destinies of nations; a Being so wise that He 
knows all things in heaven, earth and hell; a God who is 
everywhere entirely and yet not limited by space, from whose 
presence we cannot fly; a Gud who is the paragon of perfec- 
tion! What a theme for discussion, what a subject for elo- 
quence ! 

What a theme for discourse, God’s messengers, the angels! 
Job burst out when by inspiration he heard their songs on 
creation’s morn, “‘ When the morning stars sang together and 
all the sons of God shouted for joy.” “Songs, aye! sung be- 
fore the saphire colored throne to Him who sits thereon with 
solemn shout and saintly jubilee and the cherubic host in 
thousand choirs touched their immortal harps of golden 
wires.” 

The poet has said: ‘“‘Man’s greatest study is man.” If 
so, there is no place to goto for the solution of his fearful 
and wonderful being than to revelation. Nothing so opens 
up the secrets of his composition, the depth of his depravity, 
or the sphere of his usefulness. 

Add to these inexhaustible themes the mysterious incar- 
nation of Jesus Christ; His miracles among men; His re- 
demption of mankind; His agony in the garden, so bitter 
that it pressed great drops of bloody sweat from out His brow. 
Conceive if you can His torment when upon Calvary in the 
excruciating agony of His soul He cried out: ‘My God, my 
God why hast Thou forsaken me!” So bitter was the cup 
that the earth trembled in sympathy and the sun hid his face 
in darkness. Count in Christ’s resurrection from the dead, 
His glorious ascent into heaven, His sitting at the right hand 
of God, and His coming in the clouds attended by all the 
heavenly host to judge the quick and the dead. 


What could be more awful than the resurrection of all 
the dead! The arch-angel’s trump will blast, and shake their 
mansions; the sea will seethe and surge and the incoming 
wave will wash up the forgotten and unknown. The earth 
will mourn like a woman in travail and the dead in her womb 
shall come forth. God’s angels will sweep them together 
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upon the four winds of the heavens. They will separate the 
sheep from the goats. The Ancient of Days will break the 
seven seals upon the Book of Life. Men in the despair of 
suspense will cry out: “Mountains fall upon us, and hills 
cover us.” The doomed will be burled headlong into hell; 
the elect snatched up in the clouds will be wafted into glory. 


And oh, the consummation! The stars will flash, and 
sway, and swing; they will fall with great trains of fire 
sweeping after them. The lamp of day will be extinguished, 
the moon will appear red like blood. The visible heavens 
will pass away with a deafening noise; the earth will be 
wrapped in flame and consumed with fire. And after that 
will open up eternity—the very word is terrifying—a bound- 
less expanse—an endless duration—the mind strains to grasp 
the thought and sinks back overwhelmed by its massiveness, 
recognizing its own diminutiveness. 

Sum up all those themes and tell us are they not the pro- 
foundest ever proposed to the human mind, and is there a 
limit to that field of eloquence! “Imaginations utmost stretch 
in wonder dies away.” 

To set forth a subject well one needs a lively imagina- 
tion. It is this faculty of the mind which invents figures of 
speech and clothes subjects in ideal beauty. To beget such 
creatures the imagination must have the proper material to 
work upon. It gathers no new knowledge ; it only elaborates 
and from given materials forms her creatures in the perfection 
of beauty. That which offers the best crude material there- 
fore, gives the widest scope to the imagination. Where this 
field is may be seen by looking at the works of those who 
have excelled in the flights of their imagination. Jobn Mil- 
ton could find no theme which offered a more extensive 
sphere for his Pegassus than “ Paradise Lost”; John Bunyan 
could satisfy himself and gratify half the world only by his 

“ Pilgrim’s Progress ”; Klopstock could find no grander theme 
than “Der Messias”; Dante could pour out the blackness of 
darkness which sat upon his soul in nothing but his “In- 
». Tasso sang to the world in his “Jerusalem De- 


ferno rusal 
Handel imitated the music of heaven in his “ Mes- 


livered ”. be 
siah” and “Israel in Egypt”; Mendelsohn caught strains 0: 
d chained them 


music floating from out the pearly gates an 
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in his “St. Paul” and “Elijah”. Hayden sang of “Crea- 
tion”. Leonard de Vinci immortalized his name by painting 
upon the cloister walls at Milan “The Last Supper”; Raphael 
expressed his highest ideal in ‘The Transfiguration ” ; 
Michael Angelo left the world “The Last Judgment”. The 
most exquisite works of art in literature, music and painting 
have drawn their inspiration from the Bible. Then why 
should not the Christian orator surpass all others in the 
beauty of his style, the massiveness of his conception, and in 
the flights of his imagination. 


Oratory aims at the soul. Its object is to instruct, to 
gratify, or to convince and move to duty. In this latter the 
Christian orator has the decided advantage. Nothing so 
effectually appeals to the conscience, nothing is such a 
motive power toward duty as those truths drawn from in- 
spiration. There is a sense of right and wrong and a feeling 
of obligation born in man and when from without the same 
truths knock for entrance, which from within are clamoring 
to be heard, the force becomes irresistible. Conscience tells 
of punishment for transgression, and when revelation opens 
up the whole sphere showing the exacting justice of God 
upon those who do not seek His mercy, the poor victim 
writhes and groans in most excruciating pain. When 
Nathan, the prophet, went to David and said, “Thou art the 
man,” David was like one struck dumb; when Jonah went to 
Nineveh and told her of the impending doom, the inhabit- 
ants put on sack-cloth and ashes; when Paul preached unto 
Felix of righteousness and temperance and judgment to 
come, Felix trembled and said: “Go to, when I have con- 
venient season I will hear thee.” The orators of the world 
show no such magical effect as this, because nothing save 
divine truth can awake the slumbering conscience. The 
only thing by which the will can be forced to act comes from 
within and of these forces none is stronger than an aroused 
conscience. If a speaker would achieve the greatest results 
in moving men to become better and to discharge their duty 
as citizens, parents and Christians he can do it only by bring- 
ing home to the conscience the powerful truths of Chris- 
tianity. 

The themes of the Bible involve our temporal and 
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eternal welfare and by this inspire an earnestness which is 
the essence of eloquence. If Pericles, as historians report, 
could shake the firmest resolutions of his hearers and set the 
passions of all Greece in a ferment when the welfare of his 
country or the fear of hostile invasions was the subject; 
what is to be expected from that orator who warns his audi- 
ence against those evils which have no remedy when once 
undergone. Just as much more precious as the soul is than 
the body, just as much as the eternal surpasses the temporal, 
by so much has the Christian orator the advantage in the in- 
spiration of earnestness, by which like the swelling flood he 
rushes upon his audience, drowns their prejudices and moves 
them to duty. St. Paul was so carried away by his earnest- 
ness that Festus said: “Paul, thou art beside thyself, much 
learning hath made thee mad.” “Iam not mad, most noble 
Festus, but speak forth the words of truth and of soberness.” 
He who loves his race will find the earnestness with which 
he addresses men upon a temporal topic, fanned into a white- 
hot blaze, when he addresses them upon the highest welfare 
of an immortal soul. 


The themes of Christianity are possessed of beauty and 
sublimity, the highest marks a subject may have for effective 
oratory. The sublime produces the profoundest effect; of 
this vastness is a mark. Where could you find a subject 
more vast than God, who is unlimited by space filling all 
things. What is longer than eternity, or as infinite as the 
hosts of heaven. Power awakens the feeling of the sublime. 
What is the power of ponderous machinery, or the monster 
locomotive shaking the earth beneath it, compared to Him 
who is all-powerful. What are earthquakes, thunder and 
lightning, volcanoes, storms at sea, in comparison to Him 
who has made the elements and subdues them. What are 
horses and lions but pigmies when compared to God’s angels. 
Compare the awfulness of silence and solitude, of the hoary 
mountain and aged forest, of the deserted ruin, to the mys- 
terious darkness with which Jehovah has surrounded Him- 
self: “He bowed the heavens also and came down; and dark- 
s feet; He makes darkness His secret place, 
about Him were dark waters and thick 
What is more awful than the resurrec- 
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tion of all the dead, the judgment, the consummation, and 
hell. What is the deep bass of the ocean, and the peal of 
distant thunder, to the shouts of the redeemed and the voice 
of eneel and arch-angel with uplifted trumpets filling heav- 
en’s high halls with music loud as the sound of many waters 
and mighty thunderings. 


Color affords the simplest instance of beauty. How 
pleasing the white mantle of snow, the whiteness of the lily 
or of the swan; but what in comparison to the throngs of 
those clothed in garments washed white in the blood of the 
Lamb, standing in countless circles around the great white 
throne, looking upon him whose face when transfigured sur- 
passed the brightness of the sun. There is beauty in the 
exactness of the works of man, but there is endless beauty in 
the variety of figure as these have come forth from the hands 
of the Creator. And if this world is simply the invisible 
made visible, and if here all things are the expression of a 
divine idea, how much more will things be surpassing in 
beauty of figure where God dwells visibly and where He has 
given shape to the highest ideals of His mind. 

It is true that men without the light of the Bible do ina 
general way discourse upon these same themes, but what of 
their beauty or sublimity. Imagine Cicero the highest type of 
Roman oratory trying to move his hearers to duty by point- 
ing them to their gods of stone or of brass, or even by refer- 
ring them to Jupiter or the unknown Fate, and behold how 
the attributes of beauty and sublimity dwindle into insig- 
nificance ! 

Where is the vastness, or power, or awfulness in such an 
appeal. The wrath of these gods was shown by falling down 
at night when none was near: what in comparison to Him 
who in His wrath destroyed the world by water, who touches 
the mountains and they smoke and before whose anger the 
hills melt like wax. Jupiter was not considered infallible nor 
almighty, in fact, he was a man upon a large scale. Where is 
the sublimity of him whose head burst to give birth to an 
inferior deity, and at whose court intrigues and love affairs 
were the order of the day. The story of Vulcan cast out of 
the back door of Olympus and now forging thunderbolts under 
Mt. Aetna sinks into insignificance when compared to the 


CHRISTIANITY IS THE PARENT, ETC. 251 


expulsion of Satan and his angels from heaven and their 
plunge into hell. Elysium and the Happy Hunting Ground 
of the North American Indian are clothed with rags when 
compared to the beauty surrounding the Christian’s heaven. 
There is something in all these pagan ideas which appeals to 
the rational intuition, but to speak of arousing the feelings 
of beauty and sublimity—never; they are as the shadow com- 
pared to the substance. 

History furnishes us with sufficient examples to make 
the bold assertion that Christianity has produced the great- 
est orators of the world. First among these and towering 
above all the rest is the Apostle Paul, the highest exponent 
of the Christian religion and the world’s greatest orator. The 
men of those days bear ample testimony to the greatness of 
his powers. In a fragment of the writings of Longinus, still 
preserved in the Vatican library, that writer has summed up 
the greatest Greek orators and says: Add to these Paul of 
Tarsus, the patron of an opinion not yet fully proved.” Asa 
heathen he condemns the Christian religion, and as an im- 
partial critic he judges in favor of the promoter and preacher 
of it. When Paul preached at Lystra the people said: The 
gods are come down to usin the likeness of men! and they 
called Paul Mercurius, because he was the chief speaker.” 
Mercurius was the god of eloquence. So great was Paul’s gift 
of speech and so mightily did it effect them that they thought 
him to be the god of eloquence personally come among them. 
Cicero and Demosthenes were never thought to be more than 
human, and no such compliment was ever paid to speaker 
ancient or modern. Agrippa was moved to say: “Almost 
thou persuadest me to bea Christian,” and Felix trembling 
sent Paul away because the shafts of his eloquence were 
irresistible. 

Next in time among the great orators of the church stands 
John Chrysostom. His name interpreted means John the 
golden mouth, conferred upon him by his times in recognition 
of his powers. So grand were his bursts of eloquence that 
when he had reached his climax, his congregation against 
his protest would join in loud applause. He was the recog- 


nized orator of his day. ou 
Peter of Amiens, 4 meager-visaged pilgrim, returning 
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from a journey to Jerusalem, described the suffering of those 
eastern Christians to the Pope. The latter ordered Peter to jour- 
ney through the land and prepare the minds of the people for the 
deliverance of Jerusalem. His passionate address and exhor- 
tation, “To deny oneself to take up the cross to win Christ,” 
made before a vast assembly at Clermont in southern France, 
was followed by a deafening applause, “It is the will of God.” 
The first crusade was formed and when on the plains near 
Nicwa a review was held there were 100,000 cavalry, 300,000: 
infantry all fit for battle, and in their ears still rang the words. 
of Peter and drove them on to duty. 

In the thirteenth century a Franciscan monk, Berthold 
of Regensburg, journeyed throughout Germany, lifting his. 
voice against the sins of private life and the abuses of the 
Romish Church, and so great was the magnetism of his speech 
that he attracted audiences of from 50-200,000. He was Ger- 
many’s greatest orator during all the Middle Ages. 

Italy knows no greater speaker than the pre-reformer, 
Savanarola. 

At the head of German orators stands our own inimitable 
Martin Luther. It was he who had fashioned the language 
and none knew better how to use its harsh gutterals and its 
sonorous vocables to their best advantage. Many have been 
the praises showered upon him by friend and foe, all conceed 
to him the first place in his day. 

France can never forget the enchantment of Bossuet and 
Massilon. England still echoes to the voice of Whitefield 
and never within the memory of man has London yielded an 
audience of 50,000 except to him. 

These have been the model orators of their day and 
nation. They have headed the greatest movements in the 
history of the world and by their eloquence directed their 
course. And if the men of to-day desire to reach the highest 
plain of oratory they need not look beyond the fundamental 
truths of Christianity, and the orators it has produced. Chris- 
tianity is the orator’s, “Ne plus ultra!” the philosopher's 
stone turning whatsoever it touches into gold. 
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HOMILETICAL RULES. 


From J. A. Quenstedt’s “‘ Ethica Pastoralis.” Translated from the 
German by Rev. M. R. Walter. 


V. 


The sermon should be systematically arranged and the contents of the 
text dissected and orderly disposed. 


“Without the disposition the sermon is a corpse,” says 
Dr. Heinrich Mueller. Orator Eccl. c. 8, § 1, p. 17.) Carl 
Regius makes the timely remark (Orat. Christ. 1. VIII. c. 1) 
“Just asa pile of building stone does not necessarily consti- 
tute a house, but must first be joined together in regular 
order; just so a collection of all kinds of material is no dis- 
course, if there be no order and proper disposition of that 
which is collected.” Masenius in his Palaestra Orat. 1. I. ¢. 
15, p. 84, says: “It is not enough that the general-in-chief be 
simply the leader of a large army, for if it be not divided in- 
to regiments, so as to be effective in forming into a line of 
battle, he will fight without victory.” 


Now the disposition is simply an orderly arrangement of 
the gathered material for the sermon, or an orderly disposing 
of the parts of the sermon. Or, as the definition given by 
Lic, Carpzov, in his appended “ Monitis” to his father’s work 
p. 65 says: “It js the suitable arrangement of the parts of 
the sermon and an harmonious division of the material 
drawn from the text of that which is to be said upon the 
subject, and of the gathered information.” 


The disposition is of the highest importance for the 
memory of both the preacher and the hearer. Cicero in his 
de Orat. L. II. says that a discriminating disposition is of in- 
estimable aid to the memory. “There is ng greater evidence 
of knowledge and diligence than order,” as G. J. Vossius 
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maintains. (Instit. Orat. P. I. 1. 3, p. 321.) Order is neces- 
sary for the speaker so that he may not confound the topics 
of his sermon and become entirely confused himself. He 
who goes from the one extreme to the other by dividing into 
hundreths and thousandths likewise brings confusion upon 
himself. Order is of great value to the hearers as it enables 
them more readily to comprehend and retain what is said. 
All disconnected arguments are dark to the unlettered, odious 
to the learned and accomplished, and displeasing to God 
whose works, arranged in the most exact order, stand clearly 
before us. Here might be added the remark made by 
Christopher Luthhardt, De Arte. concion. p. 56. ‘A good 
disposition is the torch of perspicuity, the light of percep- 
tion, the mistress of brevity, and the life of memory.” 


St. Paul the greatest of masters in sermonizing admon- 
ishes Timothy in his second epistle (which Chrysostom called 
the Testament for the preparation for death) chap. 2, 15: 
“Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that 
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 
truth.” Dannhauer says rightly: “The way and manner in 
which we should preach lies in this: ‘Rightly dividing the 
Word.’ “Rightly dividing” in 2 Tim. 2, 15 means not so 
much the arranging into chapters, paragraphs, and verses, 
but rather that the text be rightly treated. St. Paul here 
draws most keenly an illustration from the ancient custom of 
the symposiarch or governor of the feast, whose duty it was 
to divide the viands in an accurate and artistic manner. In 
a similar comment Gerhard remarks: “With the word (op- 
yoropst) ‘to divide rightly,’ Timothy together with all other 
servants of the Church are admonished, to present the prin- 
cipal parts of the doctrine in a becoming manner, and observe 
a good method in disposing the biblical text, so that when 
we preach we do not separate that which should be united 
together, nor mix together that which should be kept sepa- 
rate. That which should be rightly divided is the Word of 
God.” 

“Rightly dividing the Word of Truth” implies that the 
theological material which is to be presented from the pulpit 
should be arranged in a systematic form and treated in a 
proper manner. 
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Furthermore, as already stated, a good substantial and 
logical disposition is an excellent aid to the memory. He 
who distinguishes well learns well. (Qui bene distinguit., 
bene docet.) Divide rightly and half of your labor is done, 
arrange your arguments properly and your work is nearly 
completed. With a partition of the material as a basis, the 
words and sentences will follow in order without much diffi- 
culty. An important assistant and guide to both speaker 
and hearer are order and disposition. Aristoteles says: “It 
is not the rule, that illiterate people write intelligibly.” The 
highest commendation for an artist is the skillful arrange- 
ment of his work and material. Fonseca saya in his Instit. 
Log. l. I. c. 4: “There are two guides which lead to knowledge 
and understanding: definition and division (definitio et di- 
visio). * 

According to Dr. Christ. Chemnitz the disposition for a 
sermon should be: 1. Textual, i. e. it should correspond with 
the text. 2. Adequate, i. e. it should embrace the whole 
text, but no foreign matter. 3. Harmonious, so that the 
whole be symetrically connected, and that the order in the 
parts be logically consecutive. 4. Popular, i. e. within the 
grasp of the hearer’s comprehension; and finally: 5. Concise, 
go that no disgust be awakened by too many divisions and 
subdivisions. Therefore, the pulpit orator should possess the 
following requisites: 1. He should be qualified for the inven- 
tion of that of which he wishes to speak. 2. He should be 
able to make happy selections. 3. He should be able to as- 
sign to each individual idea or argument, drawn from the 
gathered and selected material, its respective position, just as 
an experienced field marshal arranges his soldiers in columns 

and files. 4. That he deliver his discourse according to its 


order and context. 

Tt should be stated here that the preachers in the early 
Church very seldom used any disposition in their homilies, 
so the most of their sermons, although they have the charac- 
ter of a discourse, generally lacked order, hence, the most of 
them began their sermons without an introduction, spoke 


me without announcing it, and without any men- 


h 
upon a the t forth their arguments 


tion of the controverted point they se 
of refutation. 
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Generally, the sermon consists of five constituent parts: 
Exordium, Narratio, Propositio, Confirmatio,and Peroratio, i.e. the 
Introduction, the Description, the Theme, the Demonstration and 
the Conclusion, some add the Confutatio, or the Refutation. The 
application of the exordium is not always necessary, as we 
may branch out in the same direction farther on in the 
discourse. 


The narration, in which a brief summary of the con- 
tents of the text, as it is to be presented in the discourse, is 
given, is very seldom employed, except in the description of 
texts which are to be historically treated. Generally the 
office of the narration is performed in the conclusion of the 
exordium, in which the introduction of the text is then com- 
plete, or in the introduction of the proposition itself with a 
brief presentation of the entire contents, either in a single 
statement, or else in a divided proposition. The refutation in 
which the arguments of the opponents are refuted, is not 
always necessary, inasmuch as the subject, and the matter 
under consideration, or the time and place, are not always 
such that it would be in place to present the refutation. 

According to Huelsemann, Carpzov and others, the con- 
stituent parts of a sermon are: the introduction, the theme, 
the divisions, the discussion and the conclusion. The de- 
scription and confutation are included in the discussion. 
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THE WILL IN CONVERSION. 
Il, THE TRUE DOCTRINE. 


It has been shown that in the restoration of man from 
his ruined condition the Spirit of God uses no coercion. God 
saves the lost soul by His grace, but does not save it by the 
exercise of an irresistible power. Man may yet perish, not- 
withstanding all that has been done or may be done to rescue 
him. Butit has been shown also that it does not liein the 
power of man to save himself. He is spiritually dead, and 
cannot restore himself to life. Only the Spirit of God can 
do that. The subject thus presents itself as one of no little 
difficulty. God will not save men that are unwilling to be 
saved, and man cannot by any power that isin him by na- 
ture render himself willing. 

But the difficulty is not insuperable. The case is not: 
correctly presented when it is said that God will save no one: 
by coercion, and otherwise no one can be saved. It is true- 
that man cannot save himself and cannot render himself 
willing to be saved, and it is true that God alone can save: 
but saves none that are unwilling. But itis not true that 
grace is equally powerless with nature to enable man to will 
the good. What man cannot do by his natural power he 
may do by the supernatural power offered through the means 
of grace. God does not force men into the kingdom of 
heaven; but when He calls them by the Gospel He enables 
them, by the power thus exerted, to heed the call and come 
to Him, although He does not by His power necessitate this, 
He works upon the soul by His grace, but that grace is not 
irresistible. 

17 
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This isin accord with the nature of the will as we know 

it in consciousness as well as with the express dechurations of 
Holy Scripture. The will is the power to choose aed put 
"forth volitions, and it cannot act at all unless it ts permitted 
to choose. To say that, in any case where the soul is capable 
of conscious action and thus of any personal decision, the 
will has, without choosing it and deciding upou it, been 
brought to accept Christ and follow Him, is to tall, nonsense, 
We cannot choose Christ when we have no choice. 


This power of the human soul is not ignored by uke Holy 
Spirit when He comes to man with offers of salvation,  In- 
deed, it cannot he ignored without ignoring the creature that 
isto be saved. ‘The sinner has a will, and be would not he 
converted to righteousness as long ds his will che: 
neither could he otherwise than choose situs Jom s 
not received power to choose righteousness, “The Spirl there- 
fore comes with power, not to coerce men, but to mes their 
will, The Scriptures undeniably recognize the power of 
choice and appeal to it, although they just as undeniably 
teach that the right choice ix never made by miain’s utural 
power. In Deut. 30, 19. we read: “ST call heaven and carth 
to record this day against you, that I have set before vou life 
and death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose life, that 
both thou and thy seed may live.” 


mes Sn, 


~ die dias 


non Again in Joshua 2b 1. 
it is written: “If it seem evil unto you to serve the Lord. 
choose ye this day whom ye will serve, whether the gods 
which your fathers served that were on the other side of the 
flood, or the gods of the Amorites in whose Jand ve dwell; 
but as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” So 
reasons and remonstrances are offered in abundance to induce 
men to make right decisions; for “how shall we eseape if we 


neglect, £0 great salvation.” Heb, 2, 3. And so our Lord 
complains: “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that Killest the 


prophets and stonest them which are sent unto thec, how 
often would I have gathered thy children together even as a 
hen Be nerth her chickens under her wings and ye would 
not! Matt. 23, 37, Whatever may be the opiaione of men 
naar the powers of nature and of it certainly is 
be} all question that God recogni i 

in the human soul and addresses ee ee, 
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He never forces the soul; He never treats it as if it had no 
power of choice, and thus had become somcthing essentially 
different from what He had made it; all His appeals to it are 
made on the presumption that it may reject His gracious 
offer; in all cases that is assumed as possible, which in some 
cases occurred in fact, and which is rebuked as utterly with- 
out excuse: “Ye stiffnecked and uncircumeised in heart and 
ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, 
so do ye.” Acts 7, 51. 

The will is moved by desires and affections which ave or- 
dinarily called motives. The judgment, whether directed by 
considerations of right or of expediency, acts only indirectly 
upon the will, placing things in such a light as to arouse de- 
sire or aversion, which move to action. But these motives 
are not physical causes which necessarily produce their effects. 
They influence in the direction to which they point, but 
they do not invariably result in corresponding action. Strong 
motives are often resisted and thus fail to produce the voli- 
tion to which they prompt. The person, who has judgment 
as well as feeling, decides freely. He is not compelled to de- 
cide one way or the other. He may follow his judgment or 
may be led by his passion against his judgment, Why one 
decides thus and another otherwise, cven when the same light 
is offered to both, may be cxplained partially by the differ- 
ence in natural disposition and in training and habit, but in 
its main features is a mystery that we cannot hope to ex- 
plain in the present life. Each man is a moral agent who is 
morally responsible, and his conduct is not to be explained 
by the assumed action of any necessitating forces which 
would relieve him of all responsibility. 


While we most emphatically maintain that motives are 
not physical causes which necessarily produce volitions as 
their effects and therefore leave no room for choice, we do not 
deny that the Holy Spirit could act upon the soul otherwise 
than by motives and produce the desired results by the exer- 
cise of the almighty power which first called all creatures in- 
to being. And for such creative action there would seem to 
be some evidence in the words chosen by the Holy Spirit to 
describe the work of grace. The psalmist prays “Create in 
me a clean heart, O God,” Ps. 51,10; and the apostle says, 
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“Tf any man be in Christ he is a new creature.” 2 Cor. 5, 17. 
But the fact that the first passage is a prayer should be sufli- 
cient to guard us against the misconception, that in conver- 
sion a new substance is created. In the nature of things we 
cannot desire what we know nothing about, and in our in- 
nate depravity we cannot desire a clean heart. The prayer 
for this therefore presupposes that the Holy Spirit has already 
been active in the soul, and that if the words cited imply the 
creation of a new substance, that new substance must have 
existed before the prayer for it could have been made, so that 
such prayer could be no proof of such meaning. And that 
fact should make us hesitate about assigning such a meaning 
to the word in other passages. The converted man is con- 
scious of being the same man in essence that he was before, 
although he is conscious of having undergone a change in 
moral quality. That change is manifestly what is designed 
to be expressed by the figure of a new creation. Morally we 
become different persons by the influence of divine grace, 
and in this respect we are God’s “ workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus unto good works.” Eph, 2,10. The Holy Spirit 
addresses us as rational beings that can think and feel and 
will, and never by an exercise of almighty creative power 
makes a saint of the sinner, so that he who before only willed 
evil, now wills only good. That would in one respect remove 
all difficulties presented by the problem, but it would, as we 
have seen, do violence to the nature of man and contradict 
the Scripture teaching of the universality of grace; for if 
God saved men by His power, in spite of all that man can 
do, we know with absolute certainty that He would save all, 
because He has made known His will to save all. He un- 
doubtedly has it in His power to create new faculties in raan 
or to bring forth new creatures as substitutes for the corrupt 
beings whom He has condemned. But the question is not 
what He can do, but what He will do and what He does. 
The Scriptures teach that He would save sinners, so that the 
ae ‘ ys retains his identity with the sinner condemned. 
ns ee oe with the bower of grace to the soul, 
ue fhe ore Tue the straying sheep to their Shepherd. 
ence gifts are imparted and a ea] ; 
effect the desired chan . Ppeals are made in order to 
ge. The power of grace is brought to. 
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bear on the soul, bringing sufficient motives for a right deci- 
sion, but not acting irresistibly and thus leaving no room for 
choice. What was the fact in regard to the people of Jerusa- 
lei is possible in all cases, “ Ye would not.” God supplies 
all the power for salvation, but man may resist it to his con- 
demnation. 


We have declared it to be sheer nonsense to talk of a soul, 
when it has once reached the years of discretion, as believing 
in Christ or coming to him without choosing it. That there 
is a work of the Holy Spirit in human hearts before con- 
sciousness has developed, and that through such work the 
sonl may be saved, we not only do not doubt, but we earnestly 
maintain. Indeed, we regard this as the normal process. 
The promise is tous and to our children, and our gracious 
Lord would have all children baptized, that they might in- 
herit the promise; for “except a man be born of water and 
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God,” John 
3, 5; and “not by works of righteousness which we have 
done, but according to His merey He saved us, by the wash- 
ing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Ghost.” Tit. 
3,5. God the Holy Spirit would save all in infancy by the 
grace administered in the sacrament of regeneration. But it 
does not follow that a man may, when he has reached the 
years of discretion, be a Christian without having willed it. 
A child may, by the power of divine grace, trust in its 
mighty and merciful Savior in that inexplicable, unconscious 
way in which it trusts in its mother’s love; but as in maturer 
years, when consciousness is awakened, it can be faithful to 
its mother only by choosing such fidelity as against the mani- 
fold temptations to prove untrue to her love and her lessons, 
so when maturer years have come can it be true to Christ 
only by a firm resolve to follow Him, notwithstanding all the 
evil inclinations of the flesh and all the coincident allure- 
ments of the world and temptations of the devil. The grace 
bestowed upon a child in Baptism is efficacious to its salva- 
tion, as there is no conscious action of the will to resist it, 
and it therefore accomplishes its saving purpose. But that 
inevitable grace does not necessarily save an adult, because in 
this case there is a conscious action of the will that must 
come to a decision between contending influences and that 
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may be directed against the proffered grace. So clear and so 
firm has our Church always been in her conviction that the 
grace of God, as offered in the means, saves all men, unless 
there be wilful resistance set against it to hinder its opera- 
tion, that she unwaveringly declares all baptized infants to 
be regenerated, because infants never wilfully resist. The 
moral influences brought to bear upon the soul by the Spirit 
of God never fail to accomplish their purpose, unless the 
evil power that is in our nature is consciously and deliher- 
ately set against them, so that the end would be attained 
only by ignoring man’s personality and trampling down all 
opposition arising from that source. Grace works in the in- 
fant as it does in the adult. All that it can do without vio- 
lating the order of God in creation it does in both eases, Jt 
exerts a power that inevitably produces corresponding effects. 
But it does net produce conscious and intelligent acceptance 
of Christ in a subject that is not yet capable of such action. 
It works in the child only that of which the child by the 
creative design of God is capable. To argue from this that 
regeneration is impossible in infants, as has so often been 
done, is as fallacious in reasoning as it is unscriptural in con- 
clusion. The child cannot intelligently embrace the truth in 
Jesus and make Him the conscious object of its trust and 
hope. But this no more precludes the possibility of grace: 
than of sin in its soul. It only implies that the work of 
grace, like the work of sin, will be modified in form by the 
Tae ac icacne of the Subject. The child does not de- 
deliberatel oa Ga Tt wean oe aera 
age cae pee es t does not deliberate at all. But 
aleuetr i ee y grace does become a child of God, 
time, when intelli eat abelen ¢ > on . only in course of 
inevitably han 3 ee oices and decisions are made. Grace 

in the unconscious babe, as it will in 


all men if they become like little chi ; 
difficulty in adults. echildren. But that is the 


; When the soul, whether it be by such an inevitable in- 

uence as that which is exerted upon babes in Baptism, or 
by the enlightening power of the Gospel, which in its first 
effects is equally inevitable, is brought to believe in Christ 
an energy has been exerted which is not in our fallen natu ce 
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and an effect has been produced for which our nature presents 
no cause. The soul can deliberate and will, but of itself it 
cannot even know, much less can it choose the spiritually 
good. When the child has been led to believe in Christ, it 
has done what by nature it would not do. The same is mani- 
festly the case when an adult has been brought under the in- 
fluence of the Gospel and led to faith in Christ. He has 
consciously exercised his will, and he has chosen the good 
which lay beyond his natural power. In both cases the re- 
sult was produced by the supernatural power which comes by 
the Holy Spirit and which, because it is exerted in the mercy 
of God, withont any claim or worthiness on our part, is 
usually called the power of grace. ‘‘By grace are ye saved, 
through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of 
God.” Eph. 2, 8. 


How this supernatural power acts upon the soul of man 
must, in the nature of the case, remain largely hidden from 
our eyes. That it does not change our essence, we know from 
consciousness and from the Word of God. The sinner saved 
is the sinner that was lost; the person now believing is the 
same person that before was an unbeliever. ‘You hath He 
quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins.” Eph. 2,1. 
When a person is converted God does not therefore create a 
new substance, or call into being a person essentially differ- 
ent from that sinful person whom grace converts. In one 
respect, indeed, it might seem an inadequate representation 
of the matter to say that God presents new knowledge and 
through this furnishes new motives for action. No motives 
will suffice to induce a person to act when and where there is 
no power of action. But whilst naturally man cannot will 
the spiritually good, and no offering of natural inducements 
can result in such willing, grace offers motives that lie above 
nature, and this not only in the knowledge, but also in the 
power furnished. By this he can be moved, and God does 
make appeals to him and does offer inducementa designed to 
influence his will. The change brought about is moral, not 
physical. In the adult certainly there is a power of choice 
which is not ignored nor evaded nor trodden down in conver- 
sion. But it is only when the Holy Spirit works that such 
power of choice is morally able to embrace Christ. The soul 
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is not without will, but because it is spiritually dead it can- 
not will the spiritually good. Therefore not only new light, 
and new motives corresponding to the new light, must be in- 
troduced, but new power is thus bestowed, which will enable 
the mind to heed the new light and be influenced by the new 
motives. It is this that the Scriptures have in view when 
they use such figures as that of a new creature or a new birth. 
An energy is introduced that is not of nature, and that en- 
ables the soul to do what docs not lie in the power of fallen 
man. 

In the nature of the case men could have no sympathy 
with the revelation that is given in the Gospel. But that 
revelation is the only means by which the evil will be reme- 
died. “For after that in the wisdom of God the world by 
wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of 
preaching to save them that believe.” 1 Cor. 1, 21. The 
proclamation of salvation by divine grace through a crucified 
Savior must seem to the sinner who needs salvation the most 
absurd of fancies by which the dignity of man would he 
insulted, but it was and ever must be the only means by 
which deliverance from the body of this death can be eflvcted. 


The source of this disharmony is found in the depraved 
heart, in the corrupt affections and desires of many which can 
find no pleasure in the things which are spiritual. The intel- 
lect has formal power in regard to these as well ag in regard 
to other things. Its energies are not the same in degree as 
before the fall, but they are the same in kind, and therefore 
when things pertaining to the soul’s salvation are set before 
it, there is no ground for thinking that its formal powers 
have no existence. They exist and act, according to their 
own essence, as well in regard to one kind of material as in 
ieee to another. There is no reason whatever for supposing 

hat we cannot as well understand the proposition that salva- 
ae is prepared as that dinner is ready, or that we cannot as 
ve rua practical inferences from the one fact as from the 
a oer bares Hanah oes operation lies within our nat- 
neal oth cases alike. That God sent His Son into 
the lexical si aie wii 
pear: oes of the terms and their grammatical 
e sentence without having experienced the 


THE WILL IN CONVERSION, 265 


regencrating grace of the Holy Spirit. What is lacking to the 
natural man is not the ability to perceive logical relations, 
but the power to appreciate spiritual truths. When he hears 
that Christ died to save sinners it is not the same as if this 
truth were spoken to him in a language of which he has no 
knowledge. He understands the words; they are not to him 
meaningless sounds. But his situation is similar to that of 
the blind man who hears that the lines of the rainbow are 
beautiful. He lacks that which is essential to a correct appre- 
hension of the truth thus stated. He may have an idea of 
beauty, but colors lie beyond his powers of cognition, and 
therefore he cannot rightly apprehend such a proposition, 
even though all grammatical and lexical conditions for its 
understanding be fulfilled, so far as this is possible in his 
situation, The words do not bring him the sense of sight, and 
without that the lines of the rainbow will not be intellectu- 
ally realized. So when spiritual things are spoken of, so far 
as these are matters of individual experience, the soul can- 
not truly know them without such experience. It is not 
possible to know what love or hate, what hope or fear is with- . 
out acquiring this knowledge from our own consciousness, 
just as we cannot know what white or black, what sweet or 
bitter is without deriving such information from our own 
senses. It is on this account, not because the intellect has 
no intellectual power, that the natural mind does not appre- 
hend the things of God’s Spirit. It is a domain of new 
knowledge, and for the understanding of verbal communica- 
tions respecting this domain our knowledge derived from 
other sources will not suffice. As we must have some experi- 
ence in matters of sense and consciousness before any propo- 
sition in regard to them can be understood, so we must have 
some experience in spiritual things before statements respect- 
ing them can be clear to our minds. The natural man 
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God; they are fool- 
ishness to him. 


But not only is man’s mind incapable of understanding 
and appreciating the heavenly truth revealed for his salva- 
tion. The disharmony reaches farther. There is not only a 
lack of sympathy, but a positive antagonism between divine 
truth supernaturally revealed and the human soul in its 


266 THE COLUMBUS TIEOLOGICAL MAGAZINE, 


natural condition. “The carnal mind is enmity against 
God.” Rom. 8, 7. It not only cannot embrace the saving 
truth, but it cannot of itself otherwise than resist it. “° Be- 
fore man is enlightened, converted, regenerated, renewed, and 
led by the Holy Ghost, he can of himself and of his own 
natural powers begin, work, or co-operate as to anything in 
spiritual things, and in his own conversion or regeneration, 
as little as a stone ora block of clay. For although he can 
control the outward members and hear the Gospel, and to a 
certain extent meditate upon it and discourse concerning it, 
as is to be seen in the Pharisees and hypocrites; nevertheless 
he regards it foolishness, and cannot believe it, and also in 
this case he is worse than a block, in that he is rebellious and 
hostile to God's will, if the Holy Ghost be not efficacious in 
him and do not kindle and work in him faith and other vir- 
tues pleasing to God, and obedience.” * When the good tid- 
ings of salvation are proclaimed to man, they encounter noth- 
ing but repugnance. From natural sources man can know 
nothing of the truth that delivers from death; he cannot by 
any natural powers embrace that truth when it is super- 
naturally revealed; he can only resist, and by nature does. 
resist, when grace unto salvation is offered in the Gospel. 

We are not blind to the difficulties which such a view of 
man’s natural powers presents to the doctrine of conversion. 
Our task is not to set forth a theory that will remove all diffi- 
culties and make an even path for thought, but to present 
the teachings of Scripture, whether these in their relation to 
each other be easy or difficult of explanation, But a more 
thorough examination of the doctrines of the Bible will often 
obs aioe lari! where a superficial view had shown 
on is icti . 
seetns, at a cursory glance, aa if all humen neapordt enn 
continuance in the netural state of de thi se aerated a 
nied, if utter inability to do anythi oe 

Bp eald sie ything towards a restoration 
to life is affirmed. If, when the Gospel is brought to man, h 
cannot even understand its contents, much legs ac a 
hae te he oe : cept them, 
sai ss er to be delivered from the bondage in which he 

ies? hen it is said that the very word of the Go 
which brings to him the tidings of salvation contains ae 





* F.C. I, chap. 2, 324, 
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power to call him to life, as the words by which our Lord 
bade Lazarus come forth conveyed to him the power to 
comply, the answer is ready: How can the words which a 
man cannot even understand restore him to life? Is it 
simply by an exercise of almighty power on the part of God, 
as it evidently was when our Lord’s words restored Lazarus to 
life? If divine omnipotence produces a change in the creat- 
ure according to the divine will, without any regard whatever 
to the will of that creature, it is easy to explain how men are 
saved and why only few are saved. God’s power saves whom 
He pleases to save, and no onc else has anything to do with 
the matter. But then all human responsibility in the matter 
of salvation is at an end, and it is worse than absurd, it is 
cruel and despotic to blame and punish a poor creature for 
the Creator’s declining to save him. If the same words which 
were spoken to Lazarus had been spoken to the rest of the 
dead, they too would have come forth, as at the last day all 
shall and must obey the summons in the general resurrec- 
tion. That is a matter of God’s might with which man’s 
will has nothing to do. But the voice of the Holy Spirit re- 
sounds, without converting them, in the ears of many who 
are spiritually dead. From this fact it is clear beyond dis- 
pute that the power of the Gospel is not that of absolute 
omnipotence which crushes all resistance. “Ye stiff-necked 
and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist the 
Holy Ghost; as your fathers did, so do ye.” Acts 7,51. Men 
could resist and did resist. The divine power of grace was 
not such and is not such as to override all human volition. 
Moreover, the will of the Lord is that all men should be con- 
verted and have life, so that if salvation depended merely upon. 
the divine will, all men would be saved. “It is not God’s 
will,” says our Confession, “that any one should perish, but 
that all men should be converted to Him and he saved 
eternally. Ezek. 33, 11: ‘As I live, I have no pleasure in 
the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his 
way and live? John 3, 16: ‘For God so loved the world that 
He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in. 
in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.’ There- 
fore God, out of His immense, goodness and mercy, causes 
His divine, eternal law and His wonderful plan concerning. 
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our redemption, namely, the holy, only saving Gospel of His 
dear Son, our only Savior and Redeemer, to be publicly pro- 
claimed, and by this preaching collects for Himself from the 
human race an eternal Church, and works in the hearts of 
men true repentance and knowledge of sins, and true faith in 
the Son of God, Jesus Christ.”* Again: ‘We must in every 
way hold rigidly and firmly to this, that as the preaching of 
repentance so also the promise of the Gospel is universal, i. e. 
pertains to all men. Luke 24. Therefore Christ has com- 
manded that ‘repentance and remission of sins should he 
preached in His name among all nations. For God loved 
the world and gave His Son. John 3, 16. Christ bore the 
sins of the world (John 1, 29), gave His flesh for the life of 
the world (John 6, 51); His blood is the propitiation for the 
sins of the whole world (1 John 1, 7; 2, 2). Christ says, 
‘Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest.’ Matt. 11,28. God ‘hath concluded them 
all in unbelief, that He might have mercy on all.’ Rom 11, 
32.” ‘Therefore it is Christ’s command that to all in com- 
mon to whom repentance is preached, this promise of the 
‘Gospel should be offered. Luke 24,47; Mark 16, 15.”+ 
From this it is clear that if it were merely a question of 
‘God’s will, the good tidings would be rejected by none and 
none would perish. If God would use His omnipotence for 
man’s conversion, such a conversion as would result would be 
experienced by all men, because His will is that all should 
repent and believe the Gospel. If He with irresistible power 
should execute His will, all must needs be saved, because His 
will is the salvation of all. Hence there must manifestly be 
some other element requiring consideration in order to brin 
the truth fully before the mind. If the necessi id 
. ' ity were laid 
upon us to seek in the power and grace of God a solution of 
the problem of human salvation, the result must needs be, 
not that God has selected some and saves onl i 
; ; y these by His 
power, but that God has loved all, desires the salvation of all 
has provided for the salvation of al] and by Hi a : 
the salvation of all. But the § and by His power effects 
They teach that He loved e criptures do not so teach. 
oved all and desires to save all, and 
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offers His grace to all, but that still there are few chosen, 
though there are many called. The Bible does not give the 
least countenance to the sectarian notions of Calvinists, that 
God would have but a few saved, and saves these few by His 
power, and of the Universalists, that He would have all saved 
and therefore saves them all by His powcr. Omnipotence is 
not employed to save souls. The whole plan of God recog- 
nizes the existence of a human will. He who made this does 
not ignore it in the treatment of the creature gifted with it. 
God would save all, but the will of man resists the grace 
of God and many refuse to be saved. ‘“O Jerusalem, Jerusa- 
lem, thou that killest the prophets and stonest them which 
are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy chil- 
dren together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under 
her wings, but ye would not!” Matt. 23,37. The Lord alone 
can save us, and would save us all; but man has the dreadful 
power of resistance, and many do obstinately resist until the 
end, and are lost, not because God would not save them, but 
because they would not be saved, and therefore He could not 
save them. He could not save them, not because His 
almighty power is not sufficient to force unwilling souls to 
heaven, even though it should be by a process so violent and 
so radical as to change their very identity, but because it 
would conflict with His plan of salvation, which was formed 
from eternity and which took into account the nature of 
man as an intelligent being endowed with will. “That 
‘many are called and few are chosen,’ does not mean that 
God is unwilling that all should be saved, but the reason is 
that they either do not at all hear God’s Word, but wilfully 
despise it, close their ears and harden their hearts, and in 
this manner foreclose the ordinary way to the Holy Ghost, so 
that He cannot effect His work in them, or, when it is heard, 
they consider it of no account and do not heed it. For this 
not God or His election, but their wickedness is responsible.”* 
God uses the Word and Sacraments to change men’s hearts, 
and those who will not use these cannot be converted and 
saved. Those who hear the Word cannot otherwise than 
receive power through it, even though they resist it. Indeed 
there could be no resistance to the contents of that Word, if 
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these did not, independently of any action on the part of 
man, penetrate into the soul, even though they were not per- 
mitted to remain and prosecute the saving work for which 
they were given. 

As God desires the salvation of all men and gives His 
‘Word to accomplish His will, and yet some are not saved, 
man must in some way have somcthing to do with the final 
result. It does not promote the cause of Christianity among 
men nor magnify the praises of the Lord, our Rightcousiess, 
‘to make short work of the whole matter by declaring that 
God saves whom He pleases and we can do nothing whatever 
in the matter. All experience militates against such a sum- 
mary decision; and however emphatically minds of a dog- 
matic temper may maintain it, there are many who will not 
without scrutiny accept it. And it will not bear serutiny. 
[tis not true. We err, and we dishoner God and endanger 
souls by the error, when we concede the truth of a proposi- 
tion which, notwithstanding the elements of truth which it 
‘embodies, contains also palpable falsehood. The subject is 
not so easy as some are disposed to represent it. God docs 
save us. Ile saves us by His grace. Man has no claim of 
merit or worthiness in the case. The glory of our salvation be- 
longs to God, not to man. It belongs wholly and solely to 
God, in no respect and in no degree to man. That is true, 
So the Scriptures teach, and so the Church confesses. But 
‘the inference is unwarranted that man is required to do noth- 
ing in the case. 


Right reasoning on the basis of truth revealed in Holy 
Scripture is allowable; nay more, it is necessary in order to 
enjoy the full benefit of the revelation which God was gra- 
-ciously pleased to give us. We cannot agree with those who 
would exclude all reasoning from things spiritual, and thus 
virtually reduce Christianity to a level with the superstitions 
that unreasoning men embrace in their blindness, But Chris- 
tian reasoning must have premises divinely giv 
comply with those laws of thought which God 
our aes as a of our mental constitution. 
ing has no right anywhere, least of all i 
matters which pertain to the soul’s ee eta ie ne 
‘reasoning to.conclude that because God saves us by grace He 


en, and must 
has planted in 
False reason- 


THE WILL IN CONVERSION. 271 


cannot have so ordered His plan of salvation that man must 
exercise the powers which God bestowed upon him and 
which, notwithstanding the ravages of sin, he still possesses. 
It is simply stupid to maintain that because God sustains our 
bodily life it is not necessary to eat or drink or sleep. Of 
course God could support our life without our eating or drink- 
ing or sleeping, if it pleased Him to do su; but it has not 
pleased Him ordinarily to do so, and experience accordingly 
shows that when man will not eat or drink or sleep, they 
must die. It is absurd to talk on this account of the merit of 
eating or drinking or sleeping. Only fanatics can allege that, 
because man can nierit nothing as against (fod in the matter 
of his subsistence, he cannot cat or drink or sleep. Experi- 
enee teaches us better, and reasonable men know better. 
There is no mcrit in eating, when God mercifully gives us 
something to eat. There is no merit even in the work which 
God gives us to do as a condition of having something to cut, 
commanding us “that if any would not work, neither should 
he eat.” 2 Thess. 3,10. All the glory belongs to the Giver of 
every good and perfect gift. Nothing that man can do will 
entitle to the glory. So in regard to things spiritual. Noth- 
ing that we can do can entitle us to the glory of our salvation, 
That belongs to God alone, without whom we can do nothing, 
But that does not decide the question whether in the gracious 
plan of God He has given us anything to do in the matter of 
our salvation. That is the question that here confronts us, 

The fact that we are saved by grace alone, as the Scrip- 
tures certainly teach, does not of itself decide this question. 
We regard the doctrine that salvation is by grace alone as be- 
yond dispute, and have no controversy with any one on that 
point. We heartily accept that doctrine because the Scrip- 
tures clearly teach it, and with the Church we cordially con- 
fess it. But that does not imply, and we do not admit, that 
on that account nothing is required of man and nothing can 
be done by man towards accomplishing God’s gracious pur- 
pose. He can do nothing without Christ and without grace, 
but that does not imply that he can do nothing through Christ 
and by grace. He can do nothing meritorious before God, that 
is certain. Merit and grace are inconsistent. But that does 
not prove that he can do nothing, whether meritorious or not. 
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The poor beggar that asks a piece of bread at my door can 
claim nothing of me as a right. I owe him nothing, and if 
he demands bread of me as a claim of justice, I will give him 
nothing. But if in charity I give him the bread which is 
necessary to support his life, and he claims that the cating is 
meritorious and therefore put on airs on the ground that he 
has maintained himself and deserves the credit which, as men 
speak, belongs to me, but which properly belongs to God, 
who alone gives our daily bread, I can only regard him as a 
fool. His acceptance of my charity and his eating of my 
bread is anything else rather than meritorious, But that by 
his eating he has done something towards sustaining his life 
cannot be denied. He has done something, but there is no 
merit in what he has done. His eating was not the motive 
which induced us to give him bread, nor was the prospect of 
his eating any part of the inducement to bestow the gift. I 
pitied him and wanted to help him; that was all. If he 
would refuse to eat what I charitably bestowed, that, if I 
could have foreseen it, might have induced me not to give it, 
as I might have declined to waste’ the good gift of God; but 
his acting was in no sense a claim upon me and was no part 
of the inducement to give him the bread which charity 
prompted me to give. So God may decline to impart His 
gifts of grace where He foresees that they would not be used; 
but that they will be accepted isin no case and in no sense 
the motive which leads Him to bestow them. His motive is 
grace and mercy, only grace and mercy. The decision of His 
wisdom is to where His grace and mercy would be exercised 
in vain, is altogether a different matter. His grace is inde- 
pendent of that; He is gracious notwithstanding that; and 
His grace remains the same when men reject as when men 
accept. The acceptance is never the motive of bestowal. and 
never constitutes a claim upon the bestower, so that on that 
account the gift would be of merit, and not of grace. It is 


absurd to regard the acceptance of a gift as the meritorious 
ground of its bestowal. 


Of ourselves we cannot believe or be holy. That is 
beyond all controversy. The Kthiopean cannot change his 
skin BOE the leopard his spots. Man cannot regenerate him- 
self. “By grace are ye saved through faith, and that not of 
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yourselves; it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man 
should boast.” Eph. 2, 8. 9. 


When the grace of God comes by the Gospel to men, who 
are dead in trespasses and sins, it brings light and power. 
This inevitably produces an effect upon the soul. It obscures 
the view from the start so to strain the figure of spiritual 
death as to make it imply that just as soon as any effect is 
produced by the Gospel in the soul, spiritual death has given 
place to spiritual life, and conversion has been accomplished. 
Our old theologians fell into no absurdity when they repre- 
sented this as a process that is not at once completed, but 
goes on gradually. Some of them did, indeed, lay stress upon 
the fact that there is a moment when the person who was an 
unbcliever has become a believer and the spiritually dead 
person has been made spiritually alive, and that in this 
respect conversion may be called instantaneous. That is 
true. But that which, when all is in readiness, may take 
place in an instant need not on that account be denied to be 
successive and gradual. Where there is a transition from 
one state to another, as where the child becomes a man or 
the bud becomes a blossom, there is usually such a change as 
may in one respect be pronounced gradual while in another 
it is instantaneous. The exact point at which the youth 
becomes a man it would be impossible to find, as it is impos- 
sible, to use the expression of Chemnitz, to find the mathe- 
matical point at which the will of the sinner becomes liber- 
ated. The unbeliever does not indeed develop into a believer 
as the youth develops into a man, and the conversion of a 
sinner is therefore not strictly analogous to such a growth. 
The Scriptures rather suggest birth and restoration to life as 
subjects of comparison. But the fact is clear, however we 
thay seek to illustrate it, that sinners are ordinarily not con- 
verted in the instant when the Word of God is first preached 
to them. Sudden conversions, like that which miraculously 
took place in the case of St. Paul, are certainly not impos- 
sible, but they are just as certainly of rare occurence. The 
rule is that the mind labors for a longer or shorter period 
under conviction of sin through the influence of the law, 
seeking rest and finding none, and that, when the new truth 
which the Gospel declares is introduced, the soul is shy of it, 

18 


274 THE COLUMBUS TILEOLOGICAL MAGAZINE. 


repels it, revolves it. shrinks from it, debates it, rejects it, re- 
turns to it, is drawn by it, until in course of time, as it offers 
precisely what is needed to supply the want which is felt, 
after much hesitation and vacillation faith is wrought. The 
creation of faith may be conceived as taking place in an 
instant, and if conversion is conceived as consisting merely in 
that one point at which the unbeliever becomes settled a 
believer, it certainly may be considered instantaneous. The 
change from the condition of an unbeliever to that of a 
believer undoubtedly takes place in a moment, if merely the 
one point be considered of having and not having faith. But 
the person who in a moment of time passes over from the 
condition of an unbeliever to that of a believer may have 
been gradually coming to that point for years. Even the 
figure of a new birth does not exclude such a gradual process. 
While the birth may be regarded as taking place in an instant, 
there was a conception and a growth antecedent to the birth, 
which occupied a long period of time, during which that was 
prepared which in one aspect was instantaneous, It would 
be correct to apply the name conversion to the divine act 
which brings the soul from darkness to light, from death to 
life, from bondage to liberty, though we should regard that 
act simply at the one point where the result of a protected 
process is attained. In that point the whole matter centers, 
and in the strict sense that is what is meant by the term 
which designates the process. But just on that account it 
would be erroneous to maintain that the successive stages by 
which the final result is reached have nothing to do with the 
outcome of the whole, and that the term conversion is misun- 
derstood when it is applied to the entire process. The grace 
of God only gradually brings about the result which we call 
conversion, and the various steps and stages by which that 
result is reached are the conditions under which the end is 
attained, and are therefore as necessary 
tation is to birth or budding and blo 
God works upon the soul for days an 
months and years, before that soul e 
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the soul prior to conversion has anything to do with the 
accomplishment of that end. It is false to say that because 
conversion consists in the restoration to life of a soul spirit- 
ually dead, therefore nothing can be done preparatory to such 
restoration and no steps can be taken that will gradually 
bring it about. Such a mechanical view of conversion would 
find no room for the influence of the law and would neces- 
sarily exclude penitence from its conception, so that conver- 
sion would by no means be identical with repentance, which 
consists in penitence and faith; and it would just as clearly 
deny to the Gospel with its light and power, prior to the 
point at which the work is completed, all agency in affecting 
conversion. Both law and Gospel have an office in produc- 
ing the spiritual change, and the Gospel has an effect imme- 
diately upon its introduction, although that effect is not at 
once conversion, which may take place by slow gradation or 
be prevented entirely. 


Those who maintain that conversion is a completed fact 
as soon as there is any impulse of the Spirit felt in the soul, 
are driven not only to deny that a personal decision is es- 
sential to a converted state, but also to affirm that a person 
has been converted, though it were but momentarily, in 
whose soul no other effect was produced by the introduction 
of the powers of grace than that of a transient feeling which 
is followed by wilful resistance. In such an erroneous theory 
the inevitable influence of grace exerted through the Gospel, 
which has always been recognized by the Church, becomes 
an irresistible grace necessitating conversion, which has with 
great unanimity been denied by Lutherans in their conten- 
tion against Calvinism. Men are converted, not as soon as 
there are any promptings to accept the truth, but as soon as 
the will is decided to accept it; and the state of conversion 
or regeneration continues as long as the will remains decided, 
so that the means of grace are used in accordance with the 
volitions necessarily proceeding from a will in such a condi- 
tion. Only in such a heart does the Spirit dwell and con- 
stantly perform His work. “Ye are not in the flesh, but in 
the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now 
if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His.” 
Rom. 8, 9. That which is characteristic of the converted 
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state is not that there have merely been some motives of the 
Spirit felt, or are some felt still, as He strives to enter in and 
take up His abode there, but that He dwells there as a perma- 
nent power against the flesh or the evil nature, which never 
ceases to counteract the work of grace. ‘Know ye not that 
ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwel- 
leth in you?” 1Cor. 3,16. This indwelling with its con- 
stant influence is not attested simply by desultory impulses 
and desires in coincidence with the revelation in the Gospel. 
These may exist as transient feelings in a soul that is yet 
without saving faith in Christ, just as there are impulses and 
desires in the true believer which conflict with the motives 
of the Holy Spirit. That which forms the criterion of the 
indwelling of the Spirit and therefore of the state of conver- 
sion is the settled condition of the will, as distinguished from 
the affections and desires, which continue to send out sinful 
impulses upon the will, but which are resisted by the power 
of the Spirit that dwelleth in us. In the Christian the will 
is right, whatever the reason or the feeling may say. “I 
know that in me, that is, in my flesh, dwelleth no good 
thing; for to will is present with me; but how to perform 
that which is good I find not. For the good that I would I 
do not; but the evil which I would not, that Ido. Now if I 
do that I would not, is no more I that do it, but sin that 
dwelleth in me.” Rom. 7, 18-20. The Holy Spirit prompts 
to holy activities ; the unholy nature within us prompts to 
sin and to resistance against all that is holy. When these 
holy promptings become personal and habitual, so that they 
are not merely resisted impulses which are still foreign to 
ee are but have become our own by appropriation 
tional being that has will ae ha ee atari Ey ie 
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the person is by this governing purpose determined against 
them. He consents to none of them; he disowns them; 
they are not properly his, and are not imputed to him. “He 
that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth 
from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was 
manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil. 
Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for His seed 
abideth in him; and He cannot sin, because He is born of 
God.” 1 John 3, 8.9. The sin remains in his nature still, 
but he does not allow it to master him, and thus to become 
his personal act. It isin me, and J feel its motions; but it 
is no more I that do it, since I disown and condemn it. 
Conversion is the personal decision for Christ and righteous- 
ness, nade by the power of the Holy Spirit through the 
Word, As long as there is no such decision there is no con- 
version. 

It is an error that our old theologians supposed conver- 
sion to be a physical change effected by divine power, which 
accomplishes its purpose in an instant. They did not con- 
ceive it to be a sudden transformation wrought by divine 
grace acting after the manner of a physical cause which can- 
not be resisted. They described the change as gradual. The 
greatest of our theologians after Luther says: “Conversion 
or renovation is not a change that is always accomplished 
and affected in all its parts in a single moment, but it has its 
beginnings and its advances, through which in great weak- 
ness it is perfected. It is not therefore to be understood that 
Iam to wait, with a secure and indolent will, until conver- 
sion or renovation has been accomplished, according to the 
stages already described, by the influence of the Holy Spirit, 
or without any movement on my part. Nor can it be shown 
with mathematical accuracy where the liberated will begins 
to act. But when prevenient grace, that is, the first begin- 
nings of faith and conversion are given to man, the conflict 
between the flesh and the spirit immediately begins.* 

Gerhard presents the subject with his usual fullness and 
clearness, rejecting the necessitarian or predestinarian theory, 
on the one hand, and the Pelagian and Synergistic, on the 
other. He says: “In the work of conversion the Holy Spirit 
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finds a subject who has no powers to cooperate, as the mind 
of man not yet renewed is blind and his will is turned away 
from God and hostile to Him. Grace therefore in every way 
strives to heal and help, that it may change him whom it 
would convert from an unwilling to a willing, from a hostile 
to an obedient person. But this does not take place in such 
a manner as if it converted a man without his thought or 
knowledge or even against his will, by applying force; but 
the Holy Spirit confers new powers, through which assent to 
the call can be given, although He does not immediately in a 
moment take away that old liberty, or rather deplorable 
slavery, through which man can reject the proffered grace. 
Far be it therefore from us to say, that in conversion the 
grace of the Holy Spirit by a certain physical action deter- 
mines the will to the volition and choice of the good; for in 
this way all whom the Holy Spirit desires to convert would 
be converted by an immutable necessity. The Holy Spirit 
suffers Himself to be resisted, permits His work to be hin- 
dered, and sees many judge themselves unworthy of conver- 
sion and its fruit, namely eternal life. The will therefore re- 
mains to all men after the fall, but that it wills the spiritu- 
ally good it has not from its own powers, since it serves sin. 
Hence the Holy Spirit in conversion renews the will of man 
and gives it new powers. Endowed with these it can actu- 
ally will and choose the good. Meantime in virtue of the 
adhering depravity of his nature he is able not to will the 
good; he is able to hinder the work of the Holy Spirit; and 
hence in no manner can it be said that in conversion grace 


by any physical action determines the will to the volition 
and election of the good.” * 


Quenstedt in a lengthy exposition of the subject teaches 
that there is a prevenient grace “which leads man to the 
adequate means of conversion, gives him, who was hitherto 
spiritually dead, the Word containing the power to convert 
him (Rom. 1,16; Mark 4, 27), and removes the natural in- 
capacity and unfitness common to all MER 4 
ual things.” He then distinguishes between preparing and 
perfecting grace, and proceeds to define them thus: “That is 
called preparing grace which, if I may so speak, follows the 


8 regards spirit- 








* Loci XH, cap. 6, sec. 1, 257. 


THE WILL IN CONVERSION. 279 


prevenient and through the Word applied to the individual 
acts by restraining the natural and actual repugnance, by 
affecting the stony and obstinate heart (Ezek. 36, 26; Is. 48, 
4) with the hammer of the law, and by expounding the Gos- 
pel; and this His operation the Holy Spirit, assisting thus 
far from without through preparing grace, continues until 
the person is capable of receiving that highest good, the 
translation from a state of wrath to a state of grace.” t 

Baier distinguishes grace into prevenient, operating and 
cooperating, and defines the former two thus: By prevenient 
grace “is understood the inspiration of the first holy thought 
and pious desire by God; and it is called prevenient grace be- 
cause it is prior to our free consent, or because it thus goes 
before the decision of the person to be converted.” Operat- 
ing grace is that “which directly follows the beginning of 
conversion and looks to its continuance, by which it comes to 
pass that man by an effort, although weak, inclines to Christ 
the Mediator and to the promises of free remission of sins for 
Christ’s sake, and strives against doubts.” ¢ 

Hollaz says: “The regeneration of infants is instantane- 
ous, but the ordinary regeneration of adults is successive. In 
infants there is found no passionate and obstinate resistance ; 
the grace of the Holy Spirit accompanying baptism breaks 
and restrains their natural resistance that it may not impede 
regeneration; hence their regeneration is completed in a mo- 
ment. But in the regeneration of adult Jews, Mahometans 
and heathens there are many difficulties for the removal of 
which care must be exercised, and illumination and instruc- 
tion extended over a long time are to be afforded from the 
divine Word, till a full faith is enkindled in the mind.” * 

All our great theologians agree that while there is a point 
at which the soul becomes believing, that point is ordinarily 
not reached in a moment. Whatever differences there may 
be in the terminology employed, they all teach that there are 
operations of the Holy Spirit upon the soul prior to the com- 
pletion of conversion and gradually leading to it, and they 
are all equally far from adopting the mechanical theory 


t Syst. Theol. IT. p. 502. . 
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* Ex. Theol. Aer. III. sec. 1, cap. 7, qu. 14. 
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which regards the work of grace as completed in an instant 
by a power acting after the manner of a physical force that 
overrides all opposition. 

In doing this they are in accord with the teachings of 
Scripture on the subject. These present examples in which 
the Holy Spirit affected the soul without producing conver- 
sion, showing unmistakeably that conversion does not neces- 
sarily result from the first impulse of the Spirit. When 
Stephen preached to the Jews they were “cut to the heart,” 
but they were not converted, the reason for which is given in 
the statement: “Ye stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart 
and ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers 
did, so do ye.” Acts 7,52. When Paul taught “concerning 
the faith in Christ” before Felix, ‘as he reasoned of right- 
eousness, temperance and judgment to come, Felix trembled, 
and answered, Go thy way for this time; when I have a con- 
venient season I will call for thee.” Acts 24,25. Felix was 
manifestly moved by the preaching as the mere powers of 
nature could not have moved him, but was not converted. 
When the same apostle preached the truth in Jesus before 
Agrippa, he said: “King Agrippa, believest thou the proph- 
ets? I know that thou believest. Then Agrippa said unto 
Paul, Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian.” Acts 
26, 27.28. Both the words and the subsequent action of the 
king showed that he was moved by the Word preached and 
that there was a human resistance to an experienced divine 
power. This is the experience of millions still. The Word 
of God takes hold upon them, and they vacillate for days, in 
some instances for years, between accepting Christ and posi- 
tively and consciously rejecting Him. That their hearts are 
not sanctified, so that the good impulses proceed from their 
own renewed nature, is evident enough. The Holy Spirit 
does not yet dwell in their hearts by faith, neither are their 
hearts purified by faith. They are not yet believers. But 
the Holy Spirit acts upon them nevertheless, and that ac- 
tion is productive of some effects that may be experienced. 
Whether they will result in conversion is not to be deter- 
mined by the mere fact of the Spirit’s operation. 
thus presented is sufficient in all cases to produce 


but may in all cases be resisted by the power of n 
every soul possesses. 
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In the whole work of conversion man can of himself do 
nothing and help nothing. God alone performs it. But 
while we most heartily reject the theory that it is man’s 
work, we just as heartily reject the harsh product of human 
reason that it is an irresistible work of almighty power. 
God does not in conversion ignore human nature as He made 
it and, abandoning that as helpless, create a different nature 
to enjoy the blessedness in Christ. He does not select a few 
favorites, whom He rescues by His resistless might, whilst 
He permits all the rest, whom He could just as easily rescue, 
to perish forever. Hc saves us by His grace. But the power 
of this grace is the same in all; it is irresistible in no case. 
There is a human power of resistance, and many exercise 
that dreadful power so that they are not con verted, and many 
exercise it even after conversion, so that they fall from grace. 
The introduction of converting grace does not render resist- 
ance impossible in any soul. Grace is no more irresistible in 
‘the case of some than in the case of others. All may resist, 
and when they do, they do it not because under the circum- 
stances they must, just as those who accept Christ do not be- 
lieve because they must. If they resisted because they must, 
they could never recognize the justice of a condemnation 
based upon that rejection, as there could be nothing but 
partiality in the forced conversion and salvation of the others. 
The grace of God saves, but it does not force salvation upon 
any soul. 


It is argued that the power to resist the grace of God does 
not imply the power to refrain from such resistance. We ad- 
mit this. All men naturally have the power to resist, and 
all men naturally use that power. But when the grace of 
God comes to man it conveys a power which nature does not 
possess and renders possible what was impossible before. So 
far as the truth is brought to the human intelligence it in- 
evitably exercises an influence. While the Gospel seems 
foolishness in the way it offers for escape from the ills that 
are upon us, it appeals to the intelligence of men when it 
offers hope in our wretchedness and enkindles some desires 
for the better remedy than nature offers. We may stubbornly 
resist the light and crush all rising desires, and do so to our 
own eternal sorrow; but we are not necessitated so to resist. 
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A provision for our salvation that would claim to be univer- 
sal and still would fail to render it possible to all, would be 
sadly faulty and would thus bear the marks of a human con- 
trivance. God is rich in mercy and wise in counsel. The 
Gospel is the power of God. When it comes to man, it brings 
all that is needed for the accomplishment of its purpose. Its 
design is to save every soul to whom it comes. It has the 
power for this. Men can resist it by the power of nature. 
They cannot otherwise than resist it by the power of nature, 
because nature can furnish no motions and motives that do 
not share our natural depravity. But when the power of 
grace is introduced and new motives are presented to the 
soul, there is a power present which can do otherwise than 
resist. By the power of grace the resistance of nature is 
neutralized and may be overcome. When conflicting motives 
are present in the soul, there is no necessitating force that 
decides which shall win. Compliance with neither is neces- 
sary; obedience to either is possible. When grace exercises 
its influence upon man, it may lead to faith; it is false to say 
that it must. The corrupt nature may lead to a rejection of 
Christ; itis false to say that it must. Grace inevitably in- 
troduces a new power into the soul which does not work ir- 
resistibly and thus necessitate faith, but which does prevent 
nature from working irresistibly and necessitating unbelief 
and eternal damnation. 


It has been argued that if man can by natural power re- 
frain from resistance to grace, he can do a spiritually good 
work, and that consequently all our theologians, since they 
maintained that wilful resistance explains why some are not 
saved when grace comes, are synergists, though perhaps in 
most cases unconsciously. But the truth is that where grace 
enters the soul a power superior to that of nature enters. and 
although it is not irresistible, it will in all cases furnish the 
stronger motive and can fail only when there is a stubborn re- 
jection, Just because the grace does not furnish irresistible 
motives, its impulses may be resisted. But the natural resist- 
ance 1s not necessarily overcome by grace. 
the will by necessity. These powers act as 
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its course. It may, too, under the influence of grace, accept 
the truth. The Holy Spirit leads man to believe; does not 
believe for them nor force them to believe. They cannot be- 
lieve by nature, but they can refuse to believe when grace 
works, and they can then accept Christ by believing. We do 
not regard it as correct to say that man can by nature omit 
wilful resistance to divine grace. Any resistance that can 
arjse in the soul can be omitted by such power as the soul at 
the time possesses. To us it seems a palpable absurdity to 
say that a person wills what he could not have declined to 
will. By an instinctive action his nature may, before con- 
sciousness has been developed, move his will, so that by acci- 
dent the person could not will otherwise. He could not 
choose otherwise simply because he could not yet use his 
judgment to make a choice. But just on that account there 
can in such cases be no action that is wilful. This always 
implies deliberation. We never act wilfully where the matter 
has not been considered and where the decision has not been 
reached in spite of opposing motives. A babe commits no wil- 
ful sin. Neither child nor adult can do otherwise than sin, 
but an adult can do no wilful sin unconsciously, just as a 
child, because as such it is unconscious of the character of its 
acts, cannot sin wilfully at all. When we doa thing wilfully 
we decide in favor of it notwithstanding adverse reasons and 
motives. But we do not choose when there is no alternative. 
If we resist the grace of God wilfully, it is because there was 
some inducement not to resist and an opportunity to choose 
not to resist. The grace of God is then present and moves 
the soul against the motions of the flesh. When the uncon- 
verted sinner refrains from wilful resistance he simply does 
nothing, as the Rostock Faculty has argued; but he does 
nothing in spite of the motions of the flesh to resist, and he 
does nothing because grace counteracts the evil and motives 
to do something. The omission of wilful resistance implies 
the suppression of the resistance which is natural to the sin- 
ful soul. The natural mind is enmity against God. The wil- 
ful resistance is certainly based on this natural resistance and 
can never exist apart from it. Where the natural resistance 
is overcome there will and can be no intensification of that 
resistance into wilfulness. Grace never acts in such a way as 
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to crush resistance. It never does more, even in the most 
vigorous believer, than furnish the strength for overcom- 
ing. All Christians experience the power of remaining sin, 
and need the warning to take heed lest they fall. The 
evil that is in them may at any time develop into wilful re- 
sistance even after conversion and years of service. The wil- 
ful resistance is something superadded to the natural, and 
has its distinctive character in the conscious decision and 
choice of the will. Now as man cannot by his natural power 
overcome the resistance that lies in his nature. he cannot by 
his natural power do anything that would render that resist- 
ance harmless when grace is offered. But the whole subject 
is obscured by such an abstract presentation. The natural 
resistance never can deepen into wilful resistance so long as 
there is no new light and power against which it may direct 
itself. Wilful resistance in its very nature implies knowl- 
edge of that against which it is directed and a decision 
against it notwithstanding motives offered in its favor. 
When grace is offered, the time of decision has come. If the 
soul accepts it, this is not because it had the natural power of 
suppressing the contrary motives and yielding to the influ- 
ences of grace. If nature had been permitted to have its own 
way unmolested, there could have been wilful resistance to 
the grace offered, because the evil nature, which man has no 
power to overcome, leads to a personal decision in accordance 
with that nature, unless some other power intervene. But if 
wilful resistance did not result, it was because nature was not 
permitted to have its own way, and that which interfered 
was not the power of nature, but the power of grace. The 
grace is introduced into the soul inevitably when the means 
are used, and when the hour of decision has come it is in the 
power of the subject to choose, because the power of grace is 
present. There never is wilful resistance to grace where 
there is no power of grace exerted, and hence there never is a 
refraining from wilful resistance where there is not the power 
of grace to resist nature and prevent its deliberate decision 
against Christ. This grace makes the acceptance of Christ 
by faith possible, and does so in every case, because it intro- 
duces the supernatural forces into the soul which are suf- 
ficient to overcome the natural; it makes the acceptance of 
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Christ necessary in no case, because the power of grace is not 
irresistible and nature may lead to a decision against it in 
wilful resistance. Grace brings powerful motives to bear 
upon the soul, but it does not coerce the will. If it did, all 
who hear the Gospel, in which the grace of God is conveyed 
to man, would undoubtedly be converted. God alone saves 
men, and saves them by His grace alone; but that grace does 
not ignore the human will. It does not seize some and thrust 
them into the kingdom of God as a straying sheep may be 
seized and carried back to the fold by physical force. It 
appeals to the human soul, which is like a block so far as 
any spiritual ability to help itself is concerned, but which is 
by no means like a block so far as its treatment by the grace 
of God is concerned. If the latter were the case, our dear 
Lord would without doubt pitch them all into the blissful re- 
ceptacle prepared fur His people. But He has made us men 
and treats us as men, not as vegetables or brutes, and there- 
fore calls us by the Gospel and enlightens us by His gifts, so 
that the will may be led to own Him as Lord and live under 
Him in faith and holiness. But the will cannot will by 
coercion. That isa contradiction. The will that was enmity 
against God cannot consciously be subject to His saving will 
without light and power that change its decision. A soul so 
endowed would be a different soul, not the soul that was 
called by the Gospel. The will is always led by motives, 
after the power of God is introduced, as well as before, and 
these motives are never irresistible. Grace presents such 
motives for embracing Christ, but does not necessitate accept- 
ance. Why in some souls, when the Gospel exerts its power, 
the decision is in favor, in others it is against the influence 
of grace, we do not know. But we do know that it is not be- 
cause God wills and decides it so, as some reason against the 
Scriptures. 


When we speak thus of the will as being impelled by 
motives to accept Christ, it may be necessary to remind the 
reader that we are speaking of the will formally considered 
and of the power of divine grace as influencing to the accept- 
ance of Christ. The objection has therefore no foundation, 
that when we assume the will to have power to perform the 
spiritually good act of accepting Christ as soon as the appro- 


286 THE COLUMBUS THEOLOGICAL MAGAZINE. 


priate motive is presented, we at the same time assume that 
natural power is sufficient to produce faith. By our own 
reason or strength we can not believe in Christ or come to 
Him. But wecan, when the Holy Spirit works in us, believe 
in Christ and come to Him, though we cannot do it by our 
own reason or strength. The power is given us by the Holy 
Spirit, and that power is not physical, but moral. He does 
not forcibly take hold of the soul and drag it to the Savior, 
but He exerts His saving power in the form of motive impell- 
ing, but not compelling the soul to the acceptance of Christ. 
“For the Holy Ghost,” says our Confession, “will be with His 
Word in His power, and this is the drawing of the Father.” 
What we do maintain is that the soul has the essential power 
of knowing God and willing to serve Him, and that when 
conversion takes place no essentially new faculty of intellect 
and will is created; but that the soul is liberated from its 
chains, so that it can know and believe the saving truth as it 
can know and believe other things. The liberating power is 
called grace; and this enters by the Word, giving light and 
furnishing motives which nature does not yield, but which 
are spiritual, and yet no more necessitating corresponding 
action than do any other light and motives. When the 
power of the Holy Spirit is introduced into the soul man is 
of course entirely passive. From himself such power cannot 
come. It is not in him and cannot be developed out of any- 
thing that isin him. But he is not converted as soon as this 
regenerating power is introduced. He may reject it, just as 
he may reject any solicitations or impulses arising from his 
own nature and impelling to specific action. He is capable 
of impulses given by a higher power than his own, or he 

could never be converted, and he is capable of resisting all 

higher impulse, or he would not be human. The power of 
choice belongs to his created nature, and when the foreign 

power of grace is introduced it can, under the new influence 

and impulse which is thus imparted, exert that power as it 

can in all other cases. Conversion is the exercise of that 

power of choice in the acceptance of the blessed gift which is 

offered simultaneously with the power to accept it, the Gospel 

being at once the revelation of the righteousness of Christ 

and the power of God unto salvation. Some theologians 
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have therefore distinguished between regeneration and con- 
version, applying the former term to the inevitable introduc- 
tion of grace and the latter to the conscious personal appro- 
priation of the saving gift, and alleging that babes are 
capable of the former but not of the latter. The fact is cer- 
tainly undeniable that the Scriptures often call upon man to 
turn to God or to repent, and thus recognize his responsi- 
bility, while his passivity in conversion is unquestionable, 
inasmuch as all power for it must be given by the Holy 
Spirit. No man is converted before he personally accepts 
Christ by an act of will, and that always implies choice. He 
would not be converted if he were coerced. 


That which causes difficulty and doubt in the minds of 
many is the false conception of man’s spiritual disability. If 
man is dead in sin, if he can no more change his condition 
than the Ethiopean can change his skin, if he is like a block 
or a stone, it is manifest that some mighty power must pro- 
duce a change in him before he can be spiritually a different 
person. This thought is pursued to an extreme which im- 
plies that man has no longer a will, if he has a soul at all, 
and that by God’s creative power a will must be called into 
existence before he can embrace Christ. The error of Flacius 
that sin is man’s essence and that conversion consists in 
creating faculties which the sinner did not before possess, in- 
fluences the thinking of many who perhaps would not accept 
it as a developed theory. But man has a soul that lives be- 
fore conversion, although it has not spiritual life, and it can 
think and will before conversion, although it cannot think 
and will the spiritually good. What conversion effects is not 
the annihilation of the sinful essence and the creation of an- 
other that is not sinful. It is not the substitution of a new 
soul with holy powers for the old soul with sinful powers. 
Nor is it the creation of a new, pure soul that shall take its 
place alongside of the old, corrupt soul. Such a theory is 
very enticing, as it renders the whole matter clear and com- 
prehensible. But it is palpably false. The sinner converted 
is precisely the same person that he was before, although 
morally he has undergone a great change. This Spirit of 
God acts upon the soul, but may be so resisted that this 
change is never effected. 
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The conduct of man in reference to the divine will differs 
from the beginning tu the end of God’s work for their salva- 
tion. Some will heed the invitations to attend church and 
listen to the reasons for giving attention to the preaching of 
the Gospel; some will resist all appeals looking to this end. 
Some, when they have been induced to enter the church, will 
give attention to what is proclaimed, some will persistently 
refuse. Some, when they have given attention sufficient to 
admit the first rays of saving truth, will meditate upon it 
and let it penetrate into the inner recesses of the soul; some 
will not yield to its power any further and close all avenues 
to the Spirit’s prosecution of His saving work. Some, when 
they have meditated upon the good tidings of the Gospel, are 
led by the power of God to embrace them and rejvice in 
them; some will go no further, but decline to accept Christ 
as their Savior. Some, when they have believed in Christ 
and found peace unto their souls, continue in the truth until 
the end and receive the crown; some fall away and are lost, 
notwithstanding all that God had done for their salvation. 
At every stage of the work, whether in the order of provi- 
dence or of grace, man has the power to resist, and at every 
stage some do resist. For going to church and hearing the 
Gospel motives may be presented that appeal to the natural 
man. A man may, without understanding or believing the 
Gospel, hope to find in it what will satisfy the longing of his 
soul, and may thus hear and meditate from other than spirit- 
ual motives. until the Word heard introduces these spiritual 
motives. 


When in some cases men decide to hear the Word and in 
others refuse to hear it, the decision is made by the will. 
Why one, when reasons are presented, will go to church and 
hear while another refuses to go, or to hear if he does go, it is 
impossible for man to discover. The will is not necessitated 
by the motives presented. These have the same force in all 
cases, They are influences upon the will, in no case physical 
causes coercing it. Why the will is determined differently in 
the case of different persons, though seemingly the induce- 


ments are the same in all, is an unfathomable mystery, which 
is found in all volition. 


When the Word is purely preached and “men listen at- 
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tentively and earnestly, and meditate upon it,” conversion 
ensues by the power which that Word conveys. But this is 
because audience is given to it, so that it can exert its influ- 
ence on the soul. If itis not heard at all, or if it is not heard 
with attention, that influence is not exerted and the result is 
not attained. One who hears may give earnest heed on 
account of the appeal made to his natural man, until new 
powers are bestowed through such hearing and an appeal can 
be made to these new spiritual powers. Why one will hear 
attentively and thus receive the gifts of the Spirit, while the 
other will not, is the same mystery of the will as why one 
will hear at all and the other will not. Volition is never 
caused in the physical sensc. 


Conversion has not taken place as long as the will has 
not been moved to accept Christ. The inevitable result of 
the Gospel in the soul is not conversion. If it were, grace 
would be irresistible, and all who hear the good tidings would 
be converted. There are some inevitable results produced 
when the Gospel is preached, just as there are some inevit- 
able impressions made when objects are presented to the 
senses. But these inevitable results have no moral character. 
So far as anything is forced upon a person, and he is affected 
by it simply because he cannot help it, it would be prepos- 
terous to maintain that he is radically changed by it. The 
Gospel does bring to the intellect knowledge which could be 
obtained from no other source, and the entrance of the Word 
does give some light, whether the soul desires it or not. This 
knowledge inevitably produces some emotions and desires 
also, which could not arise in the soul without such super- 
natural light and such influence of grace. Other motives are 
thus introduced than those which naturally direct the volitions, 
and under the influence of these the Gospel is heard further 
and more attention is given to its message; or, under the in- 
fluence of the heart’s natural resistance to the truth in Jesus, 
the subject is dismissed from the mind, and it declines to 
pursue it further. That which induces the soul to give more 
earnest heed to the Gospel message may in the first instance 
be a natural desire to escape the damnation of hell or to en- 
joy the promised glories of heaven, and only by degrees may 
that natural desire be sanctified by the continued grace which 
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makes Christ precious and righteousness delightful, so that 
the motive is no longer mere enjoyment, but Christ our 
Righteousness. We may resist the motives present, and re- 
fuse all additional light and grace, or we may will the further 
hearing, and under the increased influences of the truth 
heard may go from step to step until the decision is made to 
follow Christ. Why under the same influences different per- 
sons decide differently we ‘do not know. It is the mystery 
which confronts us everywhere in the decisions of the will. 
God offers the same grace to all men, who all have the same 
nature; and yet the result is different in different cases, just 
as the decisions of the will, when other than spiritual topics 
are under consideration, are different in different persons, 
although the circumstances are the same. The will is not 
forced by nature to decide against Christ; it can do otherwise 
when the power of grace is brought to the soul by the Word. 
The will is not forced by grace to decide for Christ; it can do 
otherwise under the power of nature. Why in some persons 
nature prevails, so that there is wilful resistance that with- 
stands conversion, and in others grace prevails, so that there 
is willing obedience to the impulses of the Word, we simply 
do not know, as we do not know in any case why the will 
decides as it does. 


Those who have given any adequate attention to the na- 
ture of the will must have become convinced that, if the doc- 
trine of Determinism or Necessitarianism be rejected, there 
are no causal forces, in the proper sense of the term, exerted 
upon the will. Hither some power drives us helplessly along, 
as the dead leaves are driven before the wind, or the will 
originates action under the motives that imply alternative 
power. We have shown, and we regard it as highly impor- 
tant both for philosophy and theology that it be insisted on, 
that motives are not causes in the physical sense. The evil 
passions that lead a person to murder do not render him a 
helpless and irresponsible instrument, as the axe is a helpless 
and irresponsible instrument in the hands of the murderer. 
The human will is no such instrument, and human thoughts 
and sentiments are no such forces irresistibly wielding such 
an instrument. All experience shows that we may judge 
rightly and still wrong, and that our feelings may be right 
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and our actions still be wrong. Those have little knowledge 
of that wonderful creation called the soul, who suppose that 
it moves as the stars move in their course, or as the bee or 
beaver performs its task and fulfills its mission. The star 
and the flower and the bird have no choice, and therefore 
have no account to render. They move as God made them 
to move, and have no virtue or vice, no merit or demerit. 
Their movements are necessitated and they have no respon- 
sibility for the action of the causes to which they are subject. 
But the will is not thus subjected to physical powers. It isa 
power of choice; its actions are not the unavailable effect of 
antecedent causal forces. Those who maintain that grace is 
irresistible, sin against psychology as well as against the 
Scriptures. There is no irresistible force in the domain of 
the will, The motives that are brought to bear upon it may 
move it, but it is utterly false to say that by necessity they 
must move it. The same motives, exercised in the same cir- 
cuinstances, may move some and fail to move others. That 
depends not simply on the inherent power of the motive; it 
depends also on the person whose will is in question. No 
motives compel the will; indeed, it would cease to be will if 
this were possible; an action that is compulsory cannot be 
voluntary. The will indeed as it is by nature, cannot do 
otherwise than sin, but that is not because there is any neces- 
sitation, but because there are no impulses or motives to any- 
thing else than to sin, and the choice therefore lies only be- 
tween things that are sinful, What is lacking for good is not 
physical, but moral power. The impulses in our nature are, 
because of the corruption that the fall has introduced, only 
evil continually. There are no good impulses, and therefore 
all action is sinful. When grace is bestowed, new forces act 
upon the will, so that it may decide in favor of the good, 
though all its inclinations by nature are evil. But it is not 
compelled to decide thus. There never is compulsion exer- 
cised upon the will. In every case it has, and according to 
its very essence must have, the power of choice. It chooses 
between the acts presented by nature, though the choice is 
evil because all the alternatives are evil. It chooses still 
when new powers are introduced. 


To the doctrine that conversion is a personal decision to 
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embrace Christ and follow Him, it is objected that this is 
synergistic. The ground of the objection is simply that the 
will is said to act in the direction of the good before conver- 
sion is completed. That this act of the will takes place only 
by the powers of grace introduced by the Gospel, without 
which there could be no such decision of the will, although 
these powers do not necessitate such decision, is not accepted 
asa sufficient answer. Still it is urged that man wills the 
spiritually good, and that this is derogatory to divine grace. 
But what is it that such objectors want? Do they desire that 
man shall not believe at all, and that God shall do the believ- 
ing for him, so that by nature he is unable to believe, he 
never even by grace obtains the ability? Ordo they desire 
that man shall believe without willing it, so that when he 
becomes a follower of Christ he becomes what he does not 
will to be and cannot help? If not, the only alternative is 
that they accept the old and sound doctrine that God works 
in the souls of men both to will and to do of His good 
pleasure, although He does not work this by conversion. 
God works all good, but not in such wise that men have no 
choice and thus have no willin the matter. By His grace 
He supplies all that is necessary to accomplish this purpose 
without necessitating it and rendering the motive power ir- 
resistible. It is obvious that those who raise the cry of 
synergism against such a doctrine of grace, on the ground 
that it still recognizes the need of a decision on the part of 
the human will under the influence of grace, do go in the in- 
terest of an absolute Predestinarianism and of a Determinism 
that refuses to recognize the distinctive character of the hu- 
man will. Such men never will be satisfied with us unless 
we accept the doctrine that grace recognizes no human will, 
but that God, without regard to human volition or choice in 
the matter, by the exercise of His almighty power, which 
human weakness would in vain endeavor to resist, makes be- 
lievers of whom He pleases and leaves in unbelief and misery 
whom He pleases. They inculcate the old and cheerless 
philosophy of Necessitarianism. If they admit that man 
wills at all when he is converted, as they sometimes do, 
though, as a coerced will is no will at all, they do so very in- 
consistently, they commit the same fault which they charge 
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upon us, as in that case both teach that man wills and both 
teach that he wills by the power of grace, the only difference 
being that according to their doctrine he is forced to will and 
cannot help it, according to ours he is led by grace and does 
it voluntarily. 


It is plain that there may be cognitions imparted and 
that there may be desires awakened which lead to no voli- 
tions. This must not be overlooked in considering the nature 
of conversion. Is a person converted when the Gospel has 
brought the truth to his intellect without reaching his heart ? 
Is a person converted when certain vague desires for some- 
thing better are aroused, though nothing better results in 
will or work? As regards the former there is little contro- 
versy. A man may know truth without accepting it. But as 
regards the other point there is some doubt. There are those 
who pronounce a person converted as soon as he has any 
good desires, and do so on the seemingly sufficient ground 
that a person can have no good desires by nature, and must 
therefore have undergone a change when such desires exist. 
But the whole argument is illusory. In the first place, the 
desire to be a better man, the desire to have the happiness 
which Jesus promises, are not good in such sense that they 
could not exist in the unregenerate man, and one deceives 
himself when he regards such desires as an infallible sign of 
conversion. In the second place, the desire to be free from 
the curse of sin and to enjoy the peace arising from the as- 
surance of pardon, and the impulse to seek this in the aton- 
ing blood of Christ set before men in the Gospel, which are 
never a product of our sinful nature, may be awakened by 
the Holy Spirit without having effected a settled habit in the 
soul. They are suggestions from without, not motions of the 
person. What is necessary yet to conversion is the decision 
of the will. If our doctrine were that this must be made by 
the power inherent in our nature, there would undoubtedly 
be reason for the charge of synergism. Our nature can only 
resist, and when wilful resistance arises against the knowl}- 
edge and the motives introduced by the Word, it is the power 
of nature exclusively that leads to such a determination of 
the will against it. On the other hand, when the will, in- 
stead of fortifying itself against the truth in Jesus, is decided 
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to accept the Redeemer and believes in Him, it is the power 
of grace exclusively that leads to such a determination of the 
will for Christ. It is true, this determination is the act of 
the person converted. He believes; he resolves to follow 
Christ. But the decision is a result which must be ascribed 
entirely to the influence of grace. This brought the light 
and the power to the soul. This alone supplied the necessary 
motive. But the acceptance of Christ has not taken place as 
long as the impulses of the Holy Ghost are ineffectual to pro- 
duce other than involuntary action within us. Man must 
believe, not the Holy Spirit. J must trust in Jesus. This by 
nature I cannot do, the Holy Spirit alone enables me to do it. 
Man is passive in the reception of gifts enabling him to be- 
lieve, but he is not a passive agent who, because God is in 
Him and believes, is called a believer, though he does not 
himself believe at all. As long as the work of God in the 
soul has consisted in motions that have not led it to a per- 
sonal decision, the person is still in the service of sin; as 
soon as the governing purpose has been brought about in the 
soul that Christ shall be accepted as Savior and Lord, the 
service of the Lord is entered upon, though there still be 
desultory volitions, arising from the flesh, that are not in 
harmony with this generic volition formed under the in- 
fluence of the Holy Ghost. To effect such a new governing 
purpose it is not necessary to annihilate the soul which nat- 
urally has no power to form it, nor to create a new soul 
which should naturally possess such power; what is neces- 
sary is only that the Spirit of God should bring the new 
supernatural truth to the soul with its inherent supernatural 
power to’ bring souls into harmony with it. This will in all 
cases produce such a decision where the person does not stub- 
bornly sin against the light. The power of grace supplies 
impulses which are capable of leading to a determination of 
the will in favor of accepting the truth in Jesus, but which 
are motives, not physical causes, and therefore do not work 
irresistibly. -The power of nature is sufficient to reject all 
offers of grace, but is not irresistible; the power of grace is 
sufficient to overcome nature, but neither is it irresistible. 
Conversion or wilful resistance must inevitably be the result 
when the power of grace comes to the soul by the Word; 
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neither of them is necessary, as motives are not necessitating 
forces under whose operation the will has no choice; which 
of them will result depends not on a choice of God, which 
would of course in all cases be that the soul should be con- 
verted, but upon the choice of the individual. If he em- 
braces Christ, it is only by the power of grace, without which 
there would have been in him nothing but enmity to the 
Gospel; if he abides in sin, his condemnation is just, because 
he had the power offered him to escape death, but he would 
not. L. 


MIRACLES. 


“And ye shall be as God,” said the tempter to the pro- 
genitors of.our race. And they believed the words spoken to 
them. The result is, not that they and their progeny are 
exalted to the powers and pleasures of deity but, that man is 
become the fool who says in his heart, There is no God, and 
that he suffers the penalty of his folly. Nevertheless, he can- 
not forget the lying assurance; he cannot rid himself of its 
alluring charm, though it is the charm of certain death and 
damnation. Men will be as God; and in the wicked and 
ruinous endeavor they either so detract from the majesty of 
God’s being and doing, or so add to the littleness of their own 
unworthy selves, that the distinction between the divine and 
the human, between the supernatural and the natural, be- 
tween the good and the bad, is almost completely wiped out. 
That is, in their own presumption; and wholly blinded by 
the conceit they think themselves as gods and say ; There is 
no one above us; and that any should have the rule over us, 
we will not. There must be no thoughts other than man 
himself can think, no mysteries which he cannot unravel, no 
deeds which his hands could not do, were he only to try; 
there must be no authority beyond his own, no pleasures 
except such as please him, and no glory unless it fall on him- 
self; in short, there must be nothing higher than humanity 
as it is and as it is to be, than humanity real and potential, 
Such is the fool who has said in his heart, There is no God, 
and who himself will be God. 
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Than this atheist, the deist and many a one among the 
theists are not much better. They will not wholly reject the 
old lie and completely throw off the coils of the charmer. 

_ God, since God then is, must be made as small as possible. 
In order to do this they distort both the words and the works 
of His self-revelation. The Word declares Him who utters it 
to be infinite in power, in wisdom, in righteousness, in mercy, 
in glory and majesty; but not too much to humble human 
pride its voice must be in somewhat subdued and in some- 
what silenced altogether. Likewise, ‘‘The heavens declare 
the glory of God, and the firmament showeth His handy 
work.” And as is the Master’s work, so is His praise, great 
and marvelous beyond all that men can think and say. But 
it is just this transcendent greatness and excellence of God’s 
works which cut to the quick the vain and presumptuous 
heart of man; and, instead of humbling himself and joining 
in the common praise, he kicks against the pricks; sets him- 
self up as a fellow to his Maker and plays the critic on the 
works of the Almighty. 


There was a time when such things as divine mysteries 
and miracles were held to be possible not only, but when their 
reality might be admitted and credited without incurring the 
danger of expulsion from the world of thinkers. But that 
was long ago. As criticism advanced and pushed its lines 
more and more into the mysteries of mind, of matter and of 
motion, it was found that miracles had vanished. In our 
own day, according to the pronouncements of God’s critics, 
there is nothing left of the miraculous in any of His creations 
and movements; of the marvelous, indeed, a little remains, 
but in due time science will conquer that too. Nor will we 
have long to wait, seeing what strides human thought has 
made in this department of research. Only for a little while 
are we asked to wait, to suspend all judgment, to walk by no 
other faith than by that of their own assurances, and then 
we shall see—by the torch of science we shall see all the 
things of God as He Himelf sees them. Such are the promises 
held out by a rationalistic and deistic philosophy whose work- 
ing principle seems to be that nothing is and nothing moves 
which the mind of man is not able to explain; so that what- 
ever it fails to explain, simply is not. 
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In the meantime what say the thinkers in the Church to 
such speculations of the pure reason which pretends to piety? 
That there is a clash here between history and philosophy, 
between the word of God and the say-so of men, is evident, 
The record of Christian Apologetics, rather of much that goes 
by that name, is generally not the most glorious; and with 
reference to the question of miracles in particular it presents 
much it cannot be proud of. The fact is well known that no 
matter how foolish a theory science or philosophy, such as 
they are, may bring forward, if it have any antagonistic bear- 
ing on the Scriptures, a thousand D.D’s are at once ready to 
bring the wisdom of God into accord with the foolishness of 
men. But now, belief in miracles is scriptural and demanded 
of us by God who has wrought them and declares them unto 
us; but belief in miracles is at the same time pronounced un- 
scientific, unphilosophical, and ‘‘thinkers” cannot respect it. 
What a dilemma for the apologist; that is, for him who courts 
the favor both of God and of man. How be it, he who said, 
And ye shall be like gods, has many ways in petto that are 
made to appear as leading out of just such difficulties. He 
makes possible for men, as in other things so in this, to be 
“great thinkers” and “good believers” all in one. What sort 
of thinkers and believers such men are, it is superfluous to 
point out. With a chuckle no doubt, yet very truthfully at 
the same time the Hegelian Zeller—a vulgar rationalist— 
speaks of them as the school of modern theologians “who 
have too much culture to believe in miracles, and still are too 
considerate to deny them.” Men, therefore, who have not the 
courage of their own convictions. 


It seems that Christian apologetics has largely fallen into 
evil hands, and that much harm is done to the good cause of 
Christ. That rationalizing theologians are found to be so 
active in this particular field of thought, is perhaps quite 
natural. To begin with, they have too much faith in the 
powers of man and too little in the power of God. They fear 
that the Word of the Lord will not endure forever unless 
they back it up with their own wisdom; that the truth from 
heaven can have no course and make conquests below, unless 
they make it acceptable to human reason; that the cross will 
not stand except they support it with machinery of their 
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own contrivance; and that the gates of hell will prevail 
against the Church after all, unless its doors be widened. 
Then too it is to be feared that, while they would not be 
without the favor of God, they are covetous of the good will 
and the praises of men. However, be that as it may, too. 
many have set themselves up as defenders of the Bible and 
of its faith who have proved traitors to the cause. There has 
been, and there is, too much connivance at, and compromise 
with the vain speculations of the worldly wise. 


In their attempt to define the real nature of a miracle so 
far as that can be done, we find that up to the sixteenth cen- 
tury the teachers of the Church and her defenders all with 
one accord assert not only the infinite power and wisdom of 
God but also that He without all condition and with absolute 
freedom puts to use such power and wisdom. Whether the 
sharp line of distinction between the natural on the one hand 
and the praeter and supra-natural on the other is at all dis- 
coverable was a question which does not seem to have trou- 
bled them. At least we are not aware that they made search 
for it, or that they ever pretended to have found it. Hence, 
in their simple faith in the God ‘which doeth great things 
and .unsearchable, marvelous things without number,” they 
had no self-regulating, much less a self-existent, world to take 
care of lest anything foreign to it creep in and do mischief 
or dishonor it. There was then no “natural order of things,” 
such as cannot deviate from its path, no, not by the breadth 
of ahair. Laws of nature immutably fixed and universally 
binding as to time and place, and that for God no less than 
for men, were not to be accounted for at that date. In their 
minds there was nothing of the kind to hinder them from 
seeing a miracle, were God pleased to do one among them. 
All these things are of a later and, it is said, of a more 
enlightened day. 

Miracles had thus far been looked upon as extraordinary 
works of the Almighty and wrought by Him with means and 
in ways different from those operating in nature: as works 
which always transcended and sometimes directly contra- 
vened the simply natural. But with the dawn of the day in 
which men are said to do their own thinking, the old defini- 
tion was found unsatisfactory by many. Then were those 
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who, when philosophic and religious thought was emanci- 
pated from much unlawful authority, threw off also much 
that was divinely imposed. They aspired to a more inde- 
pendent way of reasoning. While they made their escape— 
thanks to the liberating influence of God’s truth again come 
to light—from the bonds of human tradition and superstition, 
they, by a fault wholly their own, became slaves to the pride 
of intellect. 


These do not reject the God who does wonders, if only you 
suffer them to put their own construction upon the wonders 
done by Him. Why, it is hard to tell; but according to some 
of this school the idea of creative power must not be allowed 
to enter into the constitution of a miracle. “But if the Lord 
make a new thing,” the newness of it can only be relative, not 
absolute. To make this plain, if not to prove it at the same 
time, some kind of a dispositio obedientialis is ascribed to all 
created things; and then, it is further asserted, that at the 
time of their creation God implanted in them what are called 
causas primordiales, from which He, the wonderworking God, 
as the prima, causa can produce at will what to us are miracles, 
From this it would seem that miracles are the late effects of 
old causes suddenly made operative—a kind of fruit spring- 
ing up from seed planted in the beginning of time. 

Another, profiting by the suggestion made, informs us 
that miracles are things brought about by a skillful combina- 
tion of powers somewhere latent in nature. By an acceler- 
ated process in the workshop of nature—at times analogous 
to, at times identical with chemical processes—something ir- 
regular and uncommon is effected. That the matter employed 
and the energies at work here are wholly of this world, on 
that the doctors of this school are all agreed. But while some 
of them humbly yet hopefully confess that the exact nature 
of these elements are as yet not known, others among them 
make bold to assert that will-power, heat, magnetism, elec- 
tricity, the endless capabilities of matter and the like, are 
all-sufficient to account for all the extraordinary phenomena 
that do really occur. The manner, even, in which these forces 
active and passive are mediated, combined, set in motion and 
made to do things which to common mortals seem strange 
and wonderful, seems to be in course of discovery ; for we are 
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told that what are called miracles are things produced by cer- 
tain powers intensified and concentrated in the persons doing 
them, notably in the founders of religion. This is no doubt 
considered quite an advance in the science, inasmuch as by 
it, if it does not wholly do away with divine agencies, man 
and God are by a few removes at least brought nearer to each 
other, seeing that man, too, can do wonders. That God in 
times past gave such powers to certain men, as the Scriptures 
tell us—that is not the idea here; rather that all men are 
createdly in possession of these powers to some extent, and 
that under given conditions they become manifest, rarely 
though it transpires that these conditions meet as required. 


Closely related to this pantheistic theory is the preternat- 
ural. For its basis it borrows from astronomy the plurality 
of worlds and from the Bible the fall of man and the tem- 
poral degeneration of his abode consequent to it. Combining 
the utterances of science and of Scripture, and adducing the 
one in support of the other, a theory results which is quite 
plausible. Does not Jude tell us of “angels which kept not 
their first estate, but left their own habitation?” Does not 
the Savior speak of “everlasting habitations” and of heav- 
enly barns into which the wheat of the good husbandman is 
to be gathered in the day of harvest? And did not, accord- 
ing to Job, the morning stars sing together when the Lord 
laid the foundations of the earth and the measures thereof? 
Now what can that first estate, those everlasting habitations 
be, other than these very morning stars which sang at the 
birth of things? And these, what can these be other than 
what in astronomy is called the stellar universe? And in 
these multitudes of worlds beings live and move, who, were 
they to appear among us, would seem to us gods; then 
powers are at work which, were they to be plied in the things 
of earth, would greatly astound us; and then laws obtain by 
which were things about us governed would fill our world 
with miracles. Now when these beings and powers and laws 
of other worlds—of the stars, say—play over into our own 
little world, as sometimes they do, then wonders are done. 
Before its degeneration, it is added, our own solar system was 
peopled much after the same fashion, favored with like forces 
and governed by similar laws, as it shall be again in the day 
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of its regeneration be made like unto, and one of the great 
system of worlds. Even at present, we are assured, our own 
abode is potentially what it once was and what in some day 
it shall be again. Now the ban of sin is on all things. Were 
but the man found among us who is holy enough and these 
very powers and laws, of another world as they would seem 
to be, should be at his command. Things would then be 
done which should make us gape and stare like an Indian 
before an old Dutch wind-mill. 

Among the definitions proposed by theorists of this 
class, we find the following. “Miracles are nothing but nat- 
ural effects—Matureffefte—, such as excite the astonishment of 
mankind and as necessarily accompany the revealing inter- 
position of God or of His messengers in the course of our 
earthly life..... They never in any way oppose the forces 
and laws of nature; though indeed they do take place in such 
a way that the forces of nature, which by fallen man are 
manipulated but imperfectly and impotently, are liberated 
and made efficacious far beyond the ordinary, and this by the 
opposition to them of higher heavenly powers; then, that 
beside the known natural laws new and higher laws appear 
in which the harmony of the earthly and the heavenly—ber 
Erden- und Himmels-Natur—, or, if you prefer, the real powers 
and capabilities of common nature, which by sin are much 
obscured, manifest themselves.”* In this connection it is 
stated that as we proceed from the lower to the higher plane 
of knowledge we will discover that miracles are nothing but 
the products of a superior order of things, that is, of our own 
present order of things transfigured and made glorious as 
originally it was. Toa full and empirical knowledge of this, 
however, we shall not attain until after the palingenesis in 
store for the world. Then shall we all see, as some see now, 
that wonders are not really miracula but at best mirabilia. 

Though not so much as among the naturalists, there ap- 
pears also among the praeternaturalists, at least on the part of 
many, an irrepressible dread that they may in some way or 
other say something prejudicial to nature, that is, to nature 
as it exists in the conceit of modern physicists, In the 
struggle between the “exact scientist” and the believing 


* Dr. Zoeckler in a Lecture, 1865. 
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theologian, the former generally prevails. Now that God has 
made all things and ordained for each one of them its place 
and motion, it would seem that as to these things He can no’ 
longer do as He will. Any supplement to matter and force 
already existing, every intermeddling with the order already 
established, and all interferences with the laws ordained must 
be a priori ruled out; for, we are told, all such doings would 
reflect discredit upon the alwise Creator and on the works of 
His hands. So far has this speculation been pushed, notably 
by Schleiermacher, that miracles in the proper sense of the 
term have been declared impossible. The notion that the 
Creator in His work should have completely bound His 
hands and put things beyond His control, is strangely 
thought a credit to divinity. Meanwhile, “Whatsoever the 
Lord pleased, that did He in heaven, and in earth, in the 
seas, and all deep places.” Ps. 135,6. As in the past so in 
the present and at all times our God does what He is pleased 
to do. 


Also among the supernaturalists there are many who hold 
fast the notion of a universe absolutely complete within itself 
and in the same sense inviolable in all its parts and appoint- 
ments, so that contra naturam nothing can take place. The 
ass is an animal complete without the gift of speech; there- 
fore Balaam’s ass never spake. The sun and moon are 
ordained to run each its course without steps; therefore the 
sun cannot have stood still upon Gibeon nor the moon have 
been stayed in the valley of Ajalon—not to mention here 
that such a sudden expenditure of force would have plunged 
the whole universe into rock and ruin as mechanics terres- 
trial and celestial can be made toshow. The widow’s barrel 
of meal must have wasted and her can of oil must have failed 
—that is in the nature of things and unalterably fixed. 
Whatever the good Lord may do, and if He do miracles as 
often He has done, never can it be allowed that He did any- 
thing contrary to His own doing. How very reasonable the 
proposition! No axehead ever did swim on the waters of Jor- 
dan, for that the specific gravity of iron is greater than that 
of water, that is by God’s own doing and even He cannot do 
against the fact. Such conclusions are worse than foolish, 
they are blasphemous, 
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Whoever is not quite satisfied with what the flambeau of 
science has done to throw light on the subject under consid- 
eration perhaps may find what he wants under the wings of 
the owl. Philosophy, and speculative theology especially 
have concerned themselves a great deal about it, and not 
altogether without some rather positive results. Of course 
not! Here thinkers noted as the most profound investigators, 
free from all mental bias and in heart without all guile, have 
exerted themselves, These have about concluded that mira- 
cles are indeed very questionable things: their possibility is 
extremely doubtful and their reality may be safely disputed. 
What troubles them is, how to get rid of the Bible narratives 
on the matter. To accomplish this with a good grace and 
without making themselves liable to the charge of downright 
infidelity, many theories have been devised. The one tells 
us that these narratives are in fact so many allegories; 
another, that they are parables; a third, that they are largely 
interpolations; a fourth, they are overdrawn pictures of actual 
events; a fifth, misconceptions; a sixth, that they relate real 
events, but not such as belong to the physical world but such 
as have taken place in the religious experiences of the narra- 
tors;* a seventh holds them to be sacred mythologies, a 
kind of traditions originating in some strange bits of history 
and containing many germs of truth;} etc. Surely, the 
mind of man does not lack the power of invention. 

To show what “science and philosophy” combined can 
manage to make of a miracle, attention is called to what their 
votaries have to say, for example, on the beginning of mir- 
acles which Jesus did in Cana of Galilee and where, as the 
Scriptures expressly tell us, the water was made wine. The 
medley is given on the authority of Lange’s Bibelwerk and 
Meyer’s Kommentar. 

Explanation of the miracle: A nuptial jest. Jesus had 
a quantity of wine brought to the house and, having mixed 
it with the water, had the pots filled and placed on the table; 
thus Paulus; Gfroerer, and similarly Ammon, says that it was 
a wedding surprise on the part of Mary. Strauss: bitter 
waters made sweet, as in Exod. 15, 28, and 2 Kings 2, 19. 





* So Ritschi. . 
TOn Herder’s suggestion. 
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Weisse: a parable misunderstood. de Wette: don’t know what 
to make of it. Bauer: a symbol, representing that the time 
was at hand when Jesus as the true bridegroom should lead 
over from the waters of the preparatory position of John the 
Baptist to the wine of the higher messianic glory. Chrysos- 
tom, Olshausen and others: an accelerated natural process. 
Neander: a change of properties, pointing to the example of 
mineral springs having the taste of broth, of intoxicating 
wines, etc. Scholten: physically impossible because incon- 
ceivable. Schweizer: an interpolation. Schenkel: a story to 
be received cum grano salis. Lange himself: ‘‘the operation 
is therefore threefold: 1.) the creative placing of the wine in 
the contemplation of Christ imported to the guests sym- 
pathetically; 2.) an influence exerted on the participants 
through faith; 3.) an influence exerted on the element of 
drink itself.’ If this means anything it must be that the 
miracle related was wholly subjective, that is, a process 
brought about in the mind of the partakers and witnesses 
of it—some sort of a religious experience. Meyer boldly and 
nobly declares: “It is to be insisted on that this was a 
change of substance effected by the power Jesus has over the 
domain of nature according to a higher order of causality.” 


“Tam Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, 
saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to 
come, the Almighty.” Rev. 1,8. “Great is our Lord, and of 
great power: His understanding is infinite.” Ps. 147,5. “O 
the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of 
God! how unsearchable are His judgments, and his ways past 
finding out! For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or 
who hath been His counsellor? or who hath first given to 
Him, and it shall be recompensed to him again? For of 
Him, and through Him, and to Him are all things: to whom 
be glory forever.—“To Him who alone doeth great wonders,” 
Ps. 136, 4.—Amen.” Rom, 11, 33-36. Such, as the Bible tells 
us, is our God. And while we are told that He doeth great 
things which are unsearchable (Job 5, 9), it is not forbidden 
us, but rather are we invited, to search the deep things of 
God. But this must be done, as only it can be rightly done, 
with His help, that is, in His fear and love and by the con- 
stant direction of His Word. 
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Grant it that science and philosophy can throw some 
light on the marvelous ways and works of God, the super- 
cilious spirit in which it is done by so many must certainly 
be condemned. That before the almighty God the mass of 
matter and of force is invariably the same and the laws of 
nature can not be suspended nor broken, so that even He can- 
not create, destroy, provide and govern independent of and 
contrary to them—such are conclusions to which men are not 
entitled. It is the hight of presumption to extend and press 
to such extremes the lessons of our own imperfect observa- 
tion and the laws of human and therefore limited and fallible 
logic. Nor will it do to plead in extenuation of such effusions 
that things are, as we think them to be, by God’s own free 
decree: that, for example, had He pleased to do so He could 
have made the laws of nature, otherwise inviolable, break- 
able for Himself, but that such was not His will. But how 
do men know that the sovereign Lord of creation has so 
bound Himself? Where is it written in the Word and where 
is the proof of itin His works? On the contrary: both His 
words and His works testify that He is not so bound; that 
He does as He will, and that at times He wills to do and does 
what is praeter, and again what is contra, naturam. 

“Through faith we understand that the worlds were 
framed by the Word of God, so that things which are seen 
were not made of things which do appear.” Heb. 11,8. As 
is the great miracle of creation, so are all miracles, objects 
not of sight but of faith. And whereas it is the boast of 
science that in its modus operandi it has discarded the ele- 
ment of faith as unscientific, in the name of its own brag- 
gardism it must let miracles alone. The science however 
which is willing to walk in humble subjection to the Word 
of God will confess that in all the things of God there is 
something too high for our understanding ; and if this is the 
case in the natural, how much more in the supernatural. 
For this very reason, too, an adequate explanation of a mir- 
acle is impossible. They are doings of God which we can 
not understand. But this we know that, while in them He: 
manifests His glory, they serve for the good of all who put. 
their trust in Him and to whom all His ways are righteous 
and great and good. C. H. L. S$. 
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THE DOCTRINE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER IN 
MODERN THEOLOGY. 


Reviewed and criticized by Dr. F. A. Philippi; tr. from the 
Kirchliche Glaubenslehre of the author by G. H. 8. 


CONTINUED. 


In discussing the scriptural argument for the Lutheran 
doctrine of the Lord’s Supper, we must above all things con- 
sider the question of a literal or a figurative interpretation of 
the words of institution. As is well known, efforts have been 
made to justify the latter in various ways. In the discus- 
sions on the Lord’s Supper at the time of the Reformation, 
the words of institution rodré éore td oGpd pov, which are found 
in exactly the same shape in the synoptic Gospels, Matt. 26, 
26, Mark 14, 22, Luke 22, 19, cf. 1 Cor. 11, 24, the figure was 
sought for in the copula éeré, and it was claimed that is here 
meant to represent. This interpretation, which in our day also 
is the most widely spread and popular view, must from the 
very start be declared as logically and hence also philo- 
logically impossible, so that only a stubborn dogmatic preju- 
dice can explain its acceptance for so long atime. For to be 
and to represent are not only different but even contradictory 
terms. To be means that what is predicated of an object 
really exists; but to represent means that what is said of an 
object does not really exist, but only represents it and stands 
in such a relation to it as to represent it figuratively. Hence 
it would be as correct to claim that to be and not to be are 
identical as to be and to represent. Accordingly it has been 
found impossible to adduce the philological proof for this 
statement; for the usages of language never violate the prin- 
ciples of logic. All the seeming arguments that are adduced 
for this view have been refuted already by Luther, especially 
in his great confession concerning the Lord’s Supper of 1528, 
and after him by many others. From one class of examples 
adduced it must be seen at once that it is impossible to iden- 
tify to be and to represent, because the two cannot be used in- 
terchangeably. These are all those cases where the figure is 
found in the predicate. When Christ says, “I am the vine, 
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the light of the world, the way to the Father,” it is impossible 
to change this into “I represent the vine, the light, the way ;” 
but, as a matter of course, not the natural and terrestrial, but 
the spiritual, heavenly, proto-typical (urbildlich), true vine, 
way and light, 7 duzeduc, 9 dddc 9 ddybivy, 16 gos tO adySworv. In 
another class of examples, to be and to represent can be inter- 
changed, without however being identical in themselves. 
These are the cases where the figure lies in the subject. An 
example is found in the parable of the sower and the seed. 
When in the explanation we read ¢ oxdpoc éariv 6 Adyos rod Seod 
Luke 8, 11, the subject, seed, is from the very start raised into 
the higher spiritual sphere. Here is meant the parabolical, 
the symbolical, the spiritual seed, which really ts the Word 
of God—, for this is only another and figurative term for the 
Word, so that by means of the copula it is made identical 
with it. If, however, it had been said, “the seed represents 
the Word of God,” then the seed of which the parable speaks 
would be considered as natural seed which merely repre- 
sented the Word of God, but would not really be that Word, 
and of which it could just as little be said that the seed 7s 
the Word of God, as it would be said of the spiritual seed, 
that the seed represents the Word of God. Of the same char- 
acter is the example of the cows, seen by Pharaoh in his 
dream, which is so frequently cited in this connection. To 
the class where the figure lies in the subject must also be 
counted that passage which the opponents of the real presence 
considered as of especial weight in determining the meaning 
of the word écr. This passage is 1 Cor. 10, 5, 9 Of aérpa qv 6 
Xotorés. Since in the immediately preceding passage the 
nvevpattx] métpa was spoken of, and the writer then continues 
with 7 6é xétpa this can mean in this connection only “this 
spiritual rock,” but the stony rock in the desert “was not 
Christ, but merely pointed to Christ. 


Hence under no circumstances can the figure be found in 
the copula, though it might be in the subject. The cvizo, ac- 
cording to the symbolical interpretation, is referred exclusive- 
ly to the bread, and according to this view must be so re- 
ferred. On the supposition that we have here a symbolical 
action, the bread could be considered as a substratum of the 
action. We would then have in the form of a visible process 
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an embodiment of the words of the Lord in John 6, that His 
flesh is the true bread of life. The Lord in taking, in the 
performance of a symbolical act, the bread and saying, This 
(bread) is my body, would by this very act transfer the bread 
from the low and physical to the higher and spiritual sphere, 
and thereby say, This bread as the visible and symbolical 
representation of the real and pure (urbildlich) bread of life, 
is my body. But then, in the first place, everybody would 
expect that from the very start it would be stated that a sym- 
bolical act was to be performed. Otherwise nobody could 
think of such a thing, when the Lord during a meal (2otdytwy 
ab’téy Matt. 26, 26, Mark 14, 22) takes bread from the table 
and gives it to the disciples and says, This (bread) is my 
body. Who, in passing a farmer sowing his seed, would say, 
This seed is the Word of God? It would be necessary from 
the start to announce, that no literal but a symbolical action 
was being performed, or an action would of itself have to be 
of such a character that, conceived as a natural action, it 
would be senseless and unthinkable, and therefore of itself 
show that it is symbolical; as, for instance, when a prophet 
with a sharp sword cuts his hair and beard, burns a third 
thereof with fire, scatters a second third with the sword, and 
throws the last third to the wind and ties up a little bit there- 
of in the ends of his cloak. Cf. Ezech.c.5. For this reason 
the parables of the Gospels are introduced in such a manner, 
that from the very start there can be no doubt that we have 
before us not an actual but only a figurative transaction with 
a special meaning. In the same manner the apostle Paul, in 
interpreting the history of Hagar and Sarah in a typical 
sense, says Gal, 4, 24: Which things are an allegory, and 
then at once continues: For these are the two covenants, i. e. 
these two (allegorically understood) women are (just as such) 
two covenants, which actually as historical persons they are 
not, but only represent. 


If the objection should be urged that sometimes a sym- 
bolical act is performed which from the very start cannot be 
recognized as such, but is only afterwards explained as such, 
as, e. g. the washing of the feet in John 13, it must be remem- 
bered that the Lord, as soon as the action as such becomes 
offensive to Peter, at once and then afterwards with unmis- 
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takable clearness, points out its symbolical character, cf. v. 8, 
10-17. This unmistakable clearness could in no manner or 
shape be found in the words here in question rodro gor: td 
sdpa pov, but rather the contrary.” For when Christ at the 
table takes bread, breaks it, distributes it, and in doing so 
says, This is, then every hearer must understand this redid éere 
of that which is actually offered. But if ex post he was to be 
instructed through the predicate to cdud pov, that here he was 
not to understand natural bread in itself, because natural 
bread could not be the body of Christ, but symbolically con- 
ceived bread, or bread in the spiritual sense of the word, he 
would of a necessity have been confused thereby and come 
into conflict with his previous conceptions and have been at 
sea, which confusion the following words, “This do in re- 
membrance of me,” would not have been able to remove, be- 
cause in these he would at once again have thought of the 
taking, breaking and distribution of real bread. If the 
strength of the symbolical interpretation lies in these words, 
then they would not have been entirely omitted by Matthew 
and Mark, from which fact it appears certain that the real 
meaning of the words of institution is to be found alone in 
the rodré gore td cdpd pov. If the Lord should have desired to 
designate the taking, breaking and distribution of the bread 
really, and at the same time clearly and plainly as a sym- 
bolical act, He would have been compelled to reverse the sub- 
ject and the predicate, and have said 1é cdpa pou todr6 éort, or 
still more plainly rocodré ré éorev, or in order to make it perfectly 
clear ré odd pov 6 dptos tig Sw7¢ éotw 6 addy duds, as he says 
John 6, 55, 4 odp§ pov alydd¢ éott Bodors. And this Swenkfeld 
very correctly felt when he, inverting subject and predicate, 
explained the words as follows: My body is thes, or of such a 
kind, i. e. a spiritual food for souls,—which interpretation, of 
course, on account of the order of words and the structure of 
the sentence as now found, is grammatically impossible, as 
needs no further proof. 


Since then the pretended figure can be found neither in 
the subject nor in the copula, attempts have been made to 
find it in the predicate of the words of institution. As is 
well known, Oecolampadius differed with Zwingli on this 
point that he did not take the word éori in the sense of 
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represents, but c@pza in the sense of sign of the body. Virtually 
the same is the meaning of Calvin with his metonymia signati 
pro signo (or signi pro signato). We must in this instance 
again deny the logical and actual, and hence also the philo- 
logical, possibility of such a metonymy. A metonymy con- 
sists in the use of one word for another, because these words 
stand in a certain inner relation to each other. The ex- 
change of meanings that thus takes place between the two is 
only permissible, because the one conception is contained in 
the other and is given with it, as also the objects whose 
names are interchanged stand in an inner, necessary and 
natural relation to each other and are indissolubly connected. 
Therefore we can indeed have a metonymia causae pro effectu, 
antecedentis pro consequente, adjuncti pro subjecto, continentis pro 
contento, but not a metonymia signati pro signo; and it is im- 
possible that such a metonymy should exist, because the sign 
in most cases is merely an accidentally and arbitrarily selected 
object which of itself stands in no inner necessary and natural 
relation to the object which it signifies. Therefore, for in- 
stance, a person who plants an oak tree as a memorial sign of 
peace, cannot say, This oak is peace. When Samuel, 1 Sam. 
7, 12, sets up a stone as a memorial sign of the victory of 
Israel and of the sheep of Jehovah, he could not say, This 
stone is the victory of Israel or is the help of Jehovah. 
When the Lord, Jud. 9, 36-40, designates the skin with and 
without dew as the sign of the wonderful omnipotence of 
grace, the skin itself could not be called the wonderful om- 
nipotence of grace, When on the other hand, in Gen. 17, 
9-13, circumcision is called both the covenant as also the 
sign of the covenant, these two have a different meaning. 
As an action circumcision is the covenant, as an actual con- 
sumnation of the covenant, as the establishment of the 
covenant; it is the sign of the covenant as a physical condi- 
tion, as the state of being circumcised, as the form given to 
the organ of generation as a consequence of this act or as its 
characteristic mark. When the miracles of Christ are called 
the onueta of His divinity and Messianic character, they can- 
not, for that reason only, themselves be called the divinity and 
Messianic character of Jesus. Just as little, when bread is 
made the sign of the body, can we say, The bread is the 
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body. It is indeed true that the sign does not always stand 
in a purely outward and arbitrary relation to the thing signi- 
fied, but it also may be the figurative expression correspond- 
ing to the object itself. Therefore Oecolampadius uses the 
idea of sign as equivalent with that of picture. But it was 
altogether out of place to bring in this connection the com- 
parison of pictures or statues of real persons. To this Luther 
(Bekenninis vom Abendmahl Christi 1523, Erl. Ed. 30, p. 250 ff) 
has already given the correct answer. When, in speaking of 
a picture or a statue of a king, I say, This is the king, I mean 
thereby that it really is the king, i.e. the king painted in 
colors or cut out of stone; just as I say of a rose made out of 
wood or gold, This is a rose. But I mean something entirely 
different when I say, This is the’ picture or the statue of the 
king; for this signifies that it is not the actual and living 
king himself, but merely his picture or his statue. If we 
would endeavor to apply the word picture in this sense of 
bodily representation of a person or of a thing to the words 
of institution, this could be done only in the case that the 
bread would exhibit the plastic form and shape of the body 
of Christ; for then we could say, This is the body of Christ, 
but not in the sense that this is a picture of the body of 
Christ, but in the sense that this really is His body, i. e. His 
body baked of bread, made similar to His perfect body, His 
body of bread. But this is entirely out of question; and yet 
it is scarcely possible to speak otherwise of the picture of a 
body. On the other hand, an idea or abstract conception 
can, indeed, find expression in a corresponding bodily object 
and for that reason be identified with it. Thus it can be said 
of a queen who has a threefold diadem on her brow, that she 
carries three kingdoms on her brow. But this does not sig- 
nify that she carries the sign or picture of three kingdoms on 
her brow, but that she actually carries three kingdoms on her 
brow, i. e. three kingdoms expressed in the stereotype and 
therefore everywhere recognized and understood picture of a 
diadem. In the same sense the Apostle says, 1 Cor. 11, 10, 
that every woman should have a power on her head, i. e, the 
power and supeemacy of the husband over her as expressed 
in the picture of the headcovering, whereby at the same time 
her subordination is expressed. For the Apostle had shown 
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in the preceding verses that an uncovered head signified free- 
dom and independence, but a covered head dependence and 
servitude. If we would apply this to the body of Christ, not- 
withstanding that this is not an abstract but a concrete ob- 
ject, because this body can according to certain qualities, con- 
ditions and effects, be compared to bread, which then could 
in so far be regarded as a figurative embodiment of His body 
and accordingly could also be called the body itself that is 
represented figuratively in this way, even then the sentence, 
This is my body, would in no wise be identical with the sen- 
tence, This is my picture, and still less with the sentence, 
This is the sign of my body. But in that case the figure 
would lie not in the predicate, but in the subject, and to say, 
The bread is the body of Christ, would mean not the actual 
bread but the symbolical and figuratively conceived bread, 
the bread that has been raised to the sphere of the figurative 
is really the body of Christ. In this manner then we are 
again thrown back to finding the figure in the subject in the 
explanation of the words of institution, but the impossibility 
of this view we have already shown. 


If then the figure can be neither in the subject nor in the 
object, nor in the copula, then this interpretation must be re- 
jected and the literal interpretation adhered to. And this again 
Carlstadt very correctly perceived when he accepted at least 
the words, This is my body, in a literal sense, and attempted 
to derive the symbolical interpretation of the whole from the 
following words, This do in remembrance of me. In regard 
to his assertion that Christ in speaking the words, This is my 
body, had actually pointed to His body, and wherein he 
separates this sentence from the next with which it is gram- 
matically connected, Luther had already given answer in his 
writings against the heavenly prophets. Erl. Ed. 29, p. 234 f. 
Nevertheless he preferred Carlstadt’s literal interpretation of 
the words, This is my body, to the symbolical view of Zwingli 
and Oecolampadius. Thus he says in his words, Das diese 
Worte etc. noch fest stehen. Erl. Ed. 38, p. 40: “ They concede 
that I have shown Carlstadt’s view to have no good founda- 
tion. But if I were to judge between him and Zwingli, I 
would say that Carlstadt’s view argues stronger for their error 
than Zwingli’s trivial interpretation. Zwingli’s treatment 
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is without any virtue whatever, as he attempts to make his 
point from pure ignotis, incertis et particularibus, which in the 
light of all reason is ridiculous and laughable. Dr. Oecolam- 
padius tried to come to the rescue of such false views, etc.” 


Let us now further inquire wherein, in the symbolical in- 
terpretation of the words of institution the tertium comparatio- 
nts is to lie. Some have found it in the breaking of the bread 
which corresponds to the breaking of the body of Christ on 
the cross. But this would necessarily have been stated, 
especially in an act so constituted, that it can be interpreted 
in many ways. Paul indeed says, 1 Cor. 11, 24, This is my 
body broken for you, and we are not willing, with a number 
of modern theologians, to take advantage of the fact that the 
word xidépuevov (broken) in this passage is critically doubtful, 
and to declare it a false reading because the bare td ddua to 
bzep Oud» appears too abrupt and scarcely intelligible. But 
Luke, who models his account after that of Paul, has dedépevoy 
(given) instead of xAéuevov (broken). He certainly then did 
not find the point of comparison in the breaking. But rather 
since in his account the :déuevoy corresponds to the xar %dwaev 
(i. e. tév dptov) abtoic, which immediately precedes it, we 
would be forced to believe that he saw the symbolical feature 
of the action in the giving and not in the breaking of the 
bread. Matthew and Mark have neither xAduevov nor deddpevoy, 
but only rodré gore té adpd pov with no addition whatever. 
For them then the breaking of the bread could surely not 
have been the essential feature nor the real point of compari- 
son for the alleged purely symbolical act. If we believe with 
older theologians, that the exalted Lord, who, according to 
the Apostle’s own assurance, had anew revealed to St. Paul 
the institution of the Lord’s Supper (for the ¢y@ xapédafov and 
tod xvpiov cannot, without doing violence to the word of God, 
be interpreted in any other manner), had given this revela- 
tion to him indeed in an essentially identical but yet in part 
enlarged and modified form, then He could not, in the origi- 
nal institution as recorded by Mark and Matthew, have used 
the words “broken for you,” which He certainly would not 
have omitted, if He had considered them of essential im port- 
ance. If, on the other hand, we say that the form in which 
the Apostle has these words, because the most complete, is also 
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the original, then we see that at least the authors of the 
synoptic gospels laid no stress upon the word “broken,” and 
this fact is for us normative and decisive. And then the 
xAdpevov as used by Paul is only a figurative expression taken 
from the breaking of bread and applied to the body as though 
it were broken. The body that was slain was called “‘ broken,” 
in reference to the breaking of the bread which had just taken 
place; but the bread is not broken in a figurative sense, be- 
cause the body had been actually broken. The latter did not 
take place and indeed could under no conditions take place, 
as in John 19, 36, it is clearly stated. All the more im- 
possible is it therefore to base the symbolical interpretation 
on the breaking of the bread, because in this case the signum 
chosen would not at all correspond to the signatum. And 
then too the Lord could not have given the broken bread to 
His disciples to eat, but He would have been compelled to 
break it before their eyes and given the words of explanation, 
in reference to which we must yet remark that then the selec- 
tion of bread and not of something else appears purely acci- 
dental. If everything depended upon the breaking, then any 
other fragile substance could have been selected. Further- 
more, not only must the bread then not have been given to 
the disciples to eat, but merely have been broken before their 
eyes: doing which, however, it could not be said: This is my 
body which is broken for you—since everything depended 
not on the entirely meaningless bread itself but upon the 
very significant breaking of the bread—; but what must have 
been said, is: o8tws xacSycerae té apd wou (This my body 
will be broken for you.) In a similar manner the prophet 
Hananiah takes the yoke from the neck of the prophet Jere- 
miah, and breaks it with the words: Even thus will I break 
the yoke of Nebucadnezer, King of Babylon, Jer. 23, 10. 11. 


If finally, the symbolical feature were to be found in the 
act of breaking, it must, correspondingly, be found also in the 
act of pouring out. But the Scriptures speak indeed of the 
pouring out (shedding) of the blood, but never of the pouring 
out of the wine, and it is purely arbitrary to say that the wine 
had been previously poured out of a larger vessel into the cup. 
Even supposing that this had been the case, it was necessary, 
if a symbolical meaning was to be attached to this, to report 
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this expressly; it could not have been passed over in silence. 
And then the pouring out, or rather the pouring in of the 
wine into the cup out of a larger vessel, is not a pouring away 
or a spilling, as the blood of the Lord is really poured away 
and is spilt. In this case it would have been necessary 
rather to pour the wine upon the ground as a libation, and 
this with the words: Thus my blood will be spilt. Hence, as 
in the breaking the signum has no signatum, so in the pouring 
out the signatum has no signum. The pretended symbolism 
of the breaking and the pouring out thus amounts to noth- 
ing, and it is a comparison that not only limps, but rather 
one both of whose legs are broken. The breaking then did 
not take place for the purpose of symbolizing the body, but 
for the purpose of distributing the bread, and therefore must 
be looked upon as unessential and not necessarily repeated in 
the celebration of the Lord’s Supper. 


But if the breaking is not symbolical, then perhaps it is 
the taking and eating, which symbolically might represent the 
spiritual reception and partaking of the body of Christ. But 
of this too, not a word is anywhere said. The symbolism of 
the breaking has in the xAdpevoy at least a seeming, although 
fragile and untenable support; but the symbolism of the eating 
is absolutely a pure fiction. In the words added, Do this in re- 
membrance of me, the explanation and interpretation sought 
for in reference to the spiritual eating cannot be found. 
Either the Lord did not originally add these words, since 
Matthew and Mark do not have them, and then this stand- 
point loses its whole foundation; or else He originally added 
them; but then Matthew and Mark would not have omitted 
them, if just in them the ground for the symbolical interpre- 
tation was to be found. Neither can, in the sense in which it 
is claimed, this interpretation be found in these words. For 
the expression, “Do this in remembrance of me,” according 
to the figurative interpretation of the words of the institu- 
tion of the Lord’s Supper and in harmony with the preceding 
actions and words, could mean only this, Break and eat the 
bread and drink the wine, and in doing so remember my 
body broken for you and my blood shed for you. But that 
this remembering is itself a spiritual eating and drinking of 
the body and blood corresponding to the bodily eating and 
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drinking of the bread and wine does not at all le in the 
words, but is arbitrarily put into them. Besides it is to be 
supposed that the Lord would not only have demanded the 
spiritual eating and drinking itself, but above all would also 
have announced the purpose and the effect thereof. We eat 
bread in order to nourish our body, and we drink wine in 
order to strengthen and refresh ourselves. If then the sym- 
bolism lies in the eating and the drinking, then the effects of 
spiritual nourishment and sustenance could not have been 
passed over in silence. For spiritually the body of Christ is 
taken only as food for eternal life, just as bread is taken 
bodily for the nourishment and maintenance of the bodily 
life. Thus the Lord, John 6,54, says: “Whoso eateth my 
flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and I will 
raise him up on the last day,” cf. v.58. “He that eateth of 
this bread shall live forever.” In the words of institution 
the atonement and the forgiveness of sin are indeed men- 
tioned, but not eternal life, and yet the bread that is eaten 
can correctly, on account of its effects, be called a picture of 
the bread of life, but not a picture of the forgiveness of sin. 
Since then the symbolical feature can lie neither in the 
breaking nor in the eating and partaking, it can also not lie 
in the combination of these two features. Hence we cannot 
explain it in this way: The bread which is broken, and 
which as food maintains the body, is a picture of the body 
which is broken, and taken spiritually gives eternal life. 
For then the words would have been, “My body which is 
broken for you is the true bread of life.” 
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HOMILETICAL RULES. 








From J. A. Quenstedt’s Ethica Pastoralis, Translated from the German 
by Rey. M. R. Walter. 


VI. The basis of the introduction should be either a comnendation 
of the text, or a delineation of the context of the same, or a treat- 
ment of any subject which embraces the scope and theme of the 
sermon ; but it should not be far-fetched, affected, pompous, 
abrupt, trite; nor so general as to be applicable to any other 
sermon. 


“Not every introduction is suitable for every sermon,” 
most correctly remarks Lud. Granateneis, Lib IV. De ratione 
cone. ¢, 2; therefore, the introduction should be composed 
with critical care. The introduction should, as much as 
possible, harmonize with the contents and scope of the text 
and be adapted to it, so that the preacher begin not with 
fishes and end with birds. With this understanding the basis 
of it may be either a commendation of the subject to be con- 
sidered, or a delineation of the text together with its context, 
or the occasion calling forth the sermon, or the circumstances 
of the time, place or of persons, Dr. Carpzov says: Hodeget. 
membr. 2 aphor. 1 § 3 and 4;—‘‘Although the subject itself 
should not be the basis of the introduction, nevertheless one 
should always begin with that which stands in relation to the 
contents and context of the subject. Especially do introduc- 
tions derive force and acceptableness from the observance of 
the following: 1. Praising and commending the text under 
consideration; 2. Regard to the time and place, when and 
where we are to preach. 3. Sentences (propositions) of more 
general import, as of historical facts, or of promise, or of com- 
ment, or of threatening, may be expressed, so that from the 
general to the particular, from the genus to the species, from 
the prophecies and promises to their fulfillment and substantia- 
tion, etc., and in this manner pass over to the purport of the 
text.” (The sainted Gerhard says in his method. stud. theol. 
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p. 226: “Attention is aroused in the hearers, when in ex- 
pounding a New Testament text a typical narrative or some 
prophetical passage from the Old Testament is employed as 
the basis of the introduction.”) 4. Ifthe sermon be treated 
according to the analytical method, then for the basis of the 
introduction it would be better to follow the delineation of 
the context of the text, or to recapitulate the divisions of the 
sermon previously delivered, or to utilize a parallel text; if 
the synthetical method be the mode of treatment it would 
not be out of place to give as introduction a paraphrase or a 
summary exposition of the text. Dr. Chemnitz in his meth. 
conc. p. 201 expresses himself about the same way: “The 
best way to compose an introduction is this; that a proposi- 
tion containing the general import be presented and treated 
in a concise and consistent manner and finally in a proper 
course pass over to the subject of the sermon, as the genus to 
the species.” Thus the introduction must stand in close con- 
nection with and in direct relation to the theme and not, that 
at first it be isolated by propositions altogether foreign to the 
subject so that finally with much difficulty it must be con- 
nected with the theme. 


When a whole book of the Bible is to be expounded in a 
series of sermons, the introduction may take the place of a 
transition in which is briefly stated what has been said in 
the preceding sermon and what will be spoken of in the dis- 
course to be delivered, and thus showing how the text under 
consideration is related to the one preceding it. Introduc- 
tions of this class are called—“ Exordia metabatica”—transitive 
introductions, This method was employed by Chrysostom 
in his homilies. For example, he says in his tenth homily 
on Genesis: “Respecting the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil, I spake unto you yesterday. I instructed you, 
Beloved, concerning the various reasons why that tree was des- 
ignated the tree of knowledge of good and evil. It is my 
object to day to pass on and treat of the fall of Adam.” The 
fathers made use of such transitions whenever their sermons 
were closely related, or whenever they expounded in dis- 
courses whole books of the Bible. 


Sometimes Chrysostom began his introductions by prais- 
ing the audience, lauding the large attendance of those to 
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whom it is a gratification and pleasure to receive the divine 
truth. See hom. II. in c. 6 Is. and Gen. 54. Augustine in 
one of his introductions lauds the large attendance and the 
zeal of his hearers, as he in Tract VII. in John c. 1 says: 
“ We all rejoice in the great number of you assembling here, 
because you have come together here more eagerly than we 
had even expected. This is, therefore, the cause of our joy, 
and it consoles us in all the cares and dangers of this life, 
namely your love to God, your pious zeal, your sure hope, and 
the fervor of your souls.” Basilius once began his introduc- 
tion by reproaching his hearers; he said that he was weary 
of preaching and much discouraged, because he had observed 
how the people after so many admonitions, immediately fol- 
lowing the Quadragesimae fast and the divine service even 
on Haster, hasten to profane theaters, decking themselves 
with finery and revelling in debauchery. Examples of this 
style are also found in Holy Scripturese. g. Is. 1.1; Luke 3.7. 


From whatever source the introduction may be drawn it 
should always be observed that it be: 1. Short and con- 
sistent so that we do not at the beginning blunt the hearer’s 
attention which we desire to sharpen by the introduction; 2. 
Suitable, and covering the scope of the sermon, so that that 
which should be looked for in the sermon may already be 
seen at the threshold; 3. Not too general, so as to be suitable 
to any number of sermons; 4. Not too remote nor too far- 
fetched; in which matter it would be well to heed Alstedt’s 
rule: “The introduction should not be isolated from the 
theme nor made identical with the theme, but only be re- 
lated to it in acertain degree.” “The pulpit orator should 
be on his guard,” says Wolzogen, Orat. s. lib. II, c. 41., “that 
he fall not into the error of those who make their introduc- 
tions so complicated that they appear to have emerged from 
a labyrinth, while the hearers are unable to tell where the in- 
troduction will finally lead.” 

Neither should the close of the introduction and the 
transition to the theme be sudden or abrupt, as for example 
the following: “ But enough of this; we will now proceed to 
Such an introduction can be used to in- 
ht be chosen, and then the ser- 
an the introduction. After 


explain the text.” I 
troduce any sermon that mig 
mon would be peculiar rather th 
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proceeding step by step and presenting by degrees, in the in- 
troduction, the character of the theme according to its appli- 
cation in the sermon the question or subject should be dis- 
cussed. 

The introdustion should be delivered mildly, deliberately 
and to a certain extent softly, not too loud, nor in an impas- 
sionate voice, for the speaker should become animated only 
in the course of the sermon. Pathos is suitable for the 
climaxes in the sermon and the conclusion, but passionless 
address for introductions. See i Cor. 1,10; 11,2..... Thus 
we find that animated, impassionate and terse introductions 
have their justification ; see Deut. 321; Is. 1, 1; 1 Cor. 4, 21, 

At the close of the introduction the Church Fathers used 
to invite the attention of their hearers to the discourse fol- 
lowing, as is shown by Chrysostom’s hom. on Ps. 117. This 
is frequently practiced by our ministers, 

At times the preacher can omit the introduction alto- 
gether, immediately present the theme and divisions, that is, 
if the subject which is under consideration is of such a na- 
ture that in itself it calls forth the attention and observation 
of the hearers, and imbues them with love and interest for 
itself; or when preceded by sermons on the same topics, as 
for instance, during Lent; or when the subject is to be fully 
and minutely treated; or for want of time; or, when a long 
text is to be explained in full; or, finally, when the speaker 
is physically indisposed. Christ Himself did not always use 
introductions, as we see from His sermons. The sainted Dr, 
Luther followed this example, for he preached not a few ser- 
mons without introductions, but opened with the subject he 
wished to discuss. 
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SOME OBJECTIONS TO THE DOCTRINE OF INSPIRA- 
TION ANSWERED, 


That one person can communicate his thoughts to an- 
other and that the latter is able to reproduce and transmit 
verbatim what has been communicated to him, is well 
known; for it isa matter of daily occurrence. Now reason- 
ing from the less to the greater, in this case from the power 
of the creature to the power of the Creator, it might seem 
strange that the power of God to speak to men and to cause 
them to repeat what they have heard, should ever be ques- 
tioned, so that the mere . 


POSSIBILITY OF INSPIRATION 


commands the place of a paragraph in Christian dogmatica. 
And yet the question as urged presents some difficulties 
which, though they may be more apparent than real, it is 
necessary to remove. Then, aside from this, the answer to it 
will be found instructive in other directions of theological 
research. , 
It is said, and with truth, that God, the Speaker in the 
problem, and the things spoken are infinite; but that man, 
the presumptive hearer, is a finite being. From these facts 
in the premises some would have us to conclude that, even if 
God were to reveal Himself and things divine, such revela- 
tion on account of its infinite character could not be received 
by the human intellect because of its finite nature. Others, 
not going to such extremes, would have us to infer that such 
weighty matters, when communicated to man, can be re 
al 
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ceived only with very great imperfection and that therefore 
also his reproduction and transmission of them must be im- 
perfect in an equal if not greater measure. 


Heard for the first time, the objections thus stated might 
impress one as the result of sound thinking; yea, as the effu- 
sions of an humble, not to say a pious, heart. But when we 
observe that those who here so readily acknowledge, and put 
such great stress upon, the imperfections and frailties of our 
common nature are the very persons who at other times and 
for other purposes, exalt humanity beyond the skies and 
place it on the throne of God—then have we every reason to 
suspect the sincerity of the humble professions made in the 
matter before us; and this all the more, seeing that their ob- 
ject is to deprive us of the “sure word of prophecy” by 
questioning the very possibility of it. 

Nor are their minds a whit more sound than their hearts 
are humble; for of their logical weakness we are assured by 
the facts in the case, be we able to detéct and expose it or not. 
The infinite, they say, cannot enter and be received by the 
finite—no more than a cubic foot of matter can enter and oc- 
cupy the space of a cubic inch. By this is meant, speaking 
to the point aimed at, that God cannot make Himeelf known 
to, and be known by, man. That there is an ingredient of 
truth mixed in with the statement makes it all the more 
specious, as does also the insidious form in which it is gen- 
erally cast. If a distinction were made between knowledge 
that is full and exhaustive and knowledge that is limited yet 
perfect in its limits, and then, in keeping with this distine- 
tion, were the possibility of an absolutely full knowledge of 

God denied, but of an incomplete yet copious and all-suffi- 
cient knowledge of Him admitted, and thus a laudable effort 
made to separate the truth from the error—then were there 
little left in the statement so amended for Christians to quar- 
rel about. Teaching and learning on the one hand, and the 
transposition of things from space to space on the other hand, 
are by no means admissible comparates. Nevertheless it may 
be remarked that the cubic inch of space can at least embrace 
compresbility of ator sort: Beaton of tho 
receive Willie te dime _ eee may be made to re- 

nsions a bulk a thousand times greater 
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than itself. Appearances are deceptive, especially at first 
sight; and history has repeatedly taught that propositions at 
one time looked upon as axiomatic, were in reality nothing 
but fallacies in truth’s disguise. 


That the theory before us, however, has more the appear- 
ance than the reality of truth, it is not difficult to show. 
Mind and matter are entirely different entities,—a fact which 
those must admit who would fix an impassable gulf, as it 
were, between God and man. Matter of itself and as such 
can neither think and speak, nor can it comprehend what is 
thought and hear what is spoken. And yet it isa palpable 
mistake to infer from the given facts that matter can in no 
way be made the receptacle and bearer of thought and speech. 
Three centuries after its execution our minds to-day may 
read from a picture of the Lord’s Supper by Leonardo da Vinet 
what the mind of that artist thought and felt with respect to 
the characters, the appearances, the attitudes, etc., respective- 
ly of the good Master and His disciples when they celebrated 
for the last time the passover of the old, and for the first time 
the passover of the new covenant. Now while the canvas 
and paint of the picture can neither think nor speak, yet 
have they been made to think and speak in some manner, 
that is: one mind has here impressed upon matter forms of 
thought and speech from which forms other minds can read 
the thoughts and feelings of their author. In a manner 
similar, we may say, though with much greater perfection 
has the Creator of all things stamped upon these the evidence 
that He is, and does He declare by them, in part at least, 
who He is and what is His will toward us. ‘For the in- 
visible things of Him from the creation of the world are 
clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, 
even His eternal power and Godhead; so that they ’—the 
godless—“ are without excuse.” Rom.1, 20. ‘The heavens 
declare the glory of God; and the firmament showeth His 
handy work.” Ps. 19, 1. Thus are finite things made to 
serve as the vehicle and voice of infinite realities. Not so, 
however, that God Himself were enclosed in the things of 
His creation, or that His own personal substance so pervaded 
them that either were a constituent part of the other, as 
pantheists would have it; but so that He is operative in and 
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through them, and thus becomes manifest through them 46 
through means, and in whieh use these means are passive 
and sufter no change whether quantitative or essential. He 
indeed fills heaven and earth with His presence—Jer. 23, 23- 
24; ete.—; He is over all, in all and through all things, yet 
does nothing partake essentially of His substance. 


As are earthly things so is human language, and this 
especially, made to receive and convey divine knowledge. 
Language is the form in which the mind clothes its thoughts 
and in which, by the instrumentality of the tongue, it gives 
utterance to them. Conceiving of thought as the spirit, lan- 
guage is the body in which the thought-spirit lives and 
moves and has his being. But language is human and there- 
fore finite. And yet the infinite God has made it possible to 
reveal Himself and to speak to us through the thousand and 
ten thousand little words which in some orderly array consti- 
tute it. True, there is no one word and no number of words 
which can fully express all that God is. In Genesis, c. 3, we 
read that the great God Himself wrestled, as it were, with 
the difficulty of finding a name that might clearly set forth 
the nature and majesty of His Being. It is not found; and 
He simply says, “I Am That I Am/” and thus more is said 
than mind of man or of angel is able to encompass and ever 
can search out. Accordingly the Scriptures say: Great is the 
Lord, and greatly to be praised; and His greatness is un- 
searchable. Ps. 145, 3. Likewise they tell us of God’s un- 
speakable Gift, 2 Cor, 9,15; of the Spirit’s groanings which 
cannot be uttered, Rom. 8, 26; of joy unspeakable and full of 
glory, 1 Peter 1,8; and even of unspeakable words, 2 Cor. 

12, 4. 

But notwithstanding the inadequacy of the words of 
men to give an absolutely full and clear expression to the en- 
tire perfections of the Deity and to all the thoughts and 
works and gifts of God, yet do they serve Him to give perfect 
though limited knowledge to ‘us both of Himself and of 


things divine. And so nearly boundless is th 
e 
knowledge laid down for us by measure of 


this day the length and breadth 
tained, though countless thousa 
Spirit of Truth Himeelf, haye 
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When therefore we say that the knowledge of God as re- 
vealed to us and especially in so far as it is received by us, is 
limited, we say this with reference to its immeasurable ful- 
ness, that fulness in which the omniscient God Himself sees 
it: with respect to our own capabilities and needs, it is trans- 
cendently immense. Since God then has been able to reveal 
Himself and spiritual truth by means of earthly things, and 
notably through the words of men, in such an exceeding 
great measure, it certainly follows that the finite nature of 
our minds cannot hinder Him from making us understand 
whatsoever He has revealed, and has revealed for this very 
purpose. Surely the human mind is by many degrees nearer 
to the infinite than are the inanimate and irrational things 
of creation, and than is any language of its own creation. 


Another observation is in place here; we mean what 
may be termed the elasticity of words and phrases. These 
are not such rigid things as that their import is necessarily 
always the same. The words Christus Jesus, for example, ac- 
cording to their etymology and apart from their history, 
simply designate an anointed savior. But when the Scrip- 
tures apply them to the Son of Mary, and tell us in other 
words that God Himself has anointed this Son of David 
with the oil of gladness without measure, that in Him dwel- 
leth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily, that in none other 
there is salvation, but that in Him there is salvation for all 
the world—then do we learn that there is no wisdom, no 
power. no virtue, no grace, no comfort, no peace, no blessing, 
no glory, be it in heaven or in earth, but what are found in 
this same Godman, and therefore also in the name given 
Him. However, it is only when the light of the Scriptures 
generally is made to fall on it and God Himself opens our 
eyes, that we see what He has enclosed for us in the name 
which is above every name, even Christ Jesus. And while 
we look, and however much we may see, we are sensible of 
the fact that never have we seen all. Christ Jesus is the 
Central Sun of all Scriptural light, and too bright for our 
eyes to look into; therefore is this light from heaven diffused, 
as it were, and cast into thousands of little word-lights so that 
by these our vision may be enabled to behold Him who is 
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“the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into 
the world.” * 

The knowledge which God in this manner gives us of 
Himself and His Christ is perfect. The spirit of man can 
know Him who gave it. To this end was it created. We do 
know the true God, and we know Him truly, whatever men 
in their mock-humility and self-conceit may say to the con- 
trary notwithstanding. That this knowledge is an all-pene- 
trating and all-comprehensive understanding of its sublime 
object, is not the claim; nor is this a claim put forth by the 
Scriptural doctrine of inspiration. “For we know in part, 
and we prophesy in part.” So we confess with St. Paul. But 
with this same man of God we also share the certain hope 
that “that which is in part shall be done away,” and that 
“then we shall know even as also we are known.” 1 Cor. 13. 
No, thanks be to God! we are not doomed to an everlasting 
yearning and searching for God and His truth, all in vain, as 
some would make us believe. Nearer to the truth are those 
who teach that we shall always learn, and that in such learn- 
ing we shall evermore come nearer to God, as do the length- 
ening curves to its asymtotes; and yet as these in their in- 
finite approach never meet, no more shall we ever be God’s 
equals in knowledge. Nevertheless, what a pleasing and 
blissful prospect: God always the Master and we the pupils; 
He always teaching, we ever learning; all to His glory, and 
all to our salvation! This all godly students of the Word 
1ealize, and realize all the more the farther 
their studies of it. So Luther testifies: 
proximately to exhaust the meaning of a simple word of the 
Scriptures, is simply impossible, in defiance of all the learned 
and Pheologians be it said. For the words of the Scriptures 
are the words of the Holy Ghost; therefore they are too high 
for man; new-born Christians have but the first-fruits and 
that not a tithe of it. I have several times essayed to search 
out somewhat the ten commandments: but whee I cen 
the first words, “I am the Lord thy God * 1 typad ee : 
sible to get bey ond the first word, so that to this day I Ween 
stand not the little word “I.” Esl. Hd, Vol. 57, p. 18, 
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The testimony of the written Word concerning itself 
may be given in general in the words of Paul, 2 Tim. 3, 16: 


ALL SCRIPTURE IS GIVEN BY INSPIRATION OF GOD, 


or, more particularly in the words of Peter, II. c. 1, v. 21. 
“holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost.” Concerning the nature and extent of this divine 
process in men and through their agency, as also of its pro- 
duct, there has been much earnest inquiry and not a little 
speculation ever since the Bible has been given to the world. 


Of the earlier church-fathers it may be said that they be- 
lieved, what has since been termed, the real and verbal inspi- 
ration of the sacred writings. This is especially evident 
from their reverent use of the Scriptures, From these in 
things spiritual they professedly derived all their knowledge ; 
they reasoned from them and appealed to them as an infalli- 
ble authority. Occasionally, too, substantial expression is 
given to this really correct presumption. Justin Martyr in his 
Hortatory to the Greeks, says: “Our progenitors ”—i. e. the 
writers of the Scriptures—“... have taught us nothing from 
their own private fancy, nor differed with one another, nor 
attempted to overturn one another’s positions, but without 
wrangling and contention received from God the knowledge 
which also they taught to us. For neither by nature nor by 
human conception is it possible for men to know things so 
great and divine, but by the gift which then descended from 
above upon the holy men, who had no need of rhetorical art, 
nor of uttering anything in a contentious or quarrelsome 
manner, but to present themselves pure to the energy of the 
divine Spirit, in order that the divine plectrum itself, des- 
cending from heaven, and using righteous men as an instru- 
ment like a harp or lyre, * might reveal to us the knowledge 


*The lofty animadversions by modern -rationalistic theologians on the 
use of such figures, among the fathers and the dogmaticians of our own 
church, are wholly gratuitous. It certainly has not entered the mind of 
anyone employing such figures, that the inspired Prophets and Apostles 
ceased to be men by reason of such inspiration and that they were not sensi- 
ble of what they thought and sp.ke when moved by the Holy Ghost. A 
bad cause is his who resorts to stretching the figures of an opponent. 
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of things divine and heavenly. Wherefore, as if with one 
mouth and one tongue, they have in succession, and in 
harmony with one another, taught us both concerning God, 
and the creation of the world, and the formation of man, and 
concerning the immortality of the human soul, and the judg- 
ment which is to be after this life, and concerning all things 
which it is needful for us to know, and thus in divers times 
and places have afforded us the divine instruction.” Cap. 8. 
Comp. his I Apol. cap. 86.t Similarly Athenagoras the Athe- 
nian in his Plea for the Christians says: “‘..the prophets .. 
.. lifted in ecstasy above the natural operations of their 
minds by the impulses of the divine Spirit, uttered the 
things with which they were inspired, the Spirit making use 
of them, as a flute-player breathes into a flute.” Cap. 9. 
“Look carefully into the Scriptures’”—writes Clement to the 
Corinthians—‘ which are the true utterances of the Holy 
Spirit. Observe that nothing of an unjust or counterfeit 
character is written in them.” I Ep. cap. 45. “We offer 
proof”—says Tertullian—“ that they (the Script.) are divine... 
they (the unfulfilled as well as fulfilled prophecies) are ut- 
tered by the same voices, they are written in the same books 
... the same Spirit inspired them.” Apol. cap. 20. And 
Frenaeus, coming down to the point of words, writes: ‘ Mat- 
thew might certainly have said, ‘Now the birth of Jesus was 
on this wise;” but the Holy Ghost, foreseeing the corrupters 
(of the truth), and guarding by anticipation against their 
deceit, says by Matthew, ‘But the birth of Christ was on this 
wise’..” Book III. cap. 16, § 2.* 
ao a hes of error may have been taught 
ancient church se the doot vA ats ecreoeneibeas 
own church in complete cee Inspiration we find our 
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fact that some few inconsistencies in his utterances on the 
subject have been ferreted out, and which some men delight, 
as it seems, to magnify and publish as much as possible, 
Luther beyond all doubt firmly believed the Bible to be in- 
spired as to substance and form. Speaking of the Church or 
the kingdom of Christ, he says: ‘Not the decrees of the 
pope, not the Alkoran of the Turk, not the Talmud of the 
Jew, can teach us what it is. The sacred Scripture is the 
book which God the Holy Ghost has given His Church, and 
from this she must learn what she is, what she is to do, what 
to suffer, and where she is to abide. Where this book ends, 
there also ends the Church; for He (Christ) says: ‘they 
know not the voice of strangers.’ John 10, 5.” Vol. 26, p. 
100. “Every word of it is to be received in its natural sense, 
and in no way is this to be departed from unless faith ”—i. e. 
the analogy of faith, or some clear passage of Scripture— 
“force one to do so.” Vol. 33. p. 396. “No, the Scriptures 
do not contradict themselves; some may say so ani think so, 
but they cannot prove it.” Vol. 30. p. 51. “And if many 
thousands and more, yea all the holy teachers think this or 
think that, it all amounts to nothing when it stands opposed 
to one single passage of the Scriptures, as St. Paul says, Gal. 
1,8: But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any 
other Gospel unto you than that which we have preached 
unto you, let him be accursed.” * 

That in the faith of Luther the Bible is throughout the 
‘Word of God, no one will for a moment doubt who is at all 
acquainted with his writings and with the spirit of the man. 
And such is at the same time the faith of the Church bear- 
ing his name, Though the doctrine of real and verbal inspi- 
ration is nowhere expressly set forth in her confessions, yet 
do these everywhere rest on this basal position, treating it as 
a matter of course and about which among true Christians 
there can be no dispute. Comp. however Conf. Aug. Ed. 
Mueller, p. 66, § 42: “Num frustra haec....;” Apol. Conf. 


* Hie one-time judgment on certain books of the Bible, often pointed 
to in order to detract from his high esteem of the Bible haa nothing to do 
with the subject before us, except that it goes to show the strength of Lu- 
ther's faith in divine inspiration. When once he believed a book to be a 
part of the Bible, he bowed in humble and glad submission to every word 
of it. 
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ib. p. 107, § 108: “Num arbitrantur... 25° -trf, Smal, ib. ps 
323, § 12: “Et Petros inquit....;” and finally the Intro- 
duction to the Formula of Concord, Baier detines : Divine in- 
spiration is that act ot God by which not only the conception 
of all things to be written, but also the conception of the 
words and of everything necessary to give proper expression 
to the things revealed, was supernaturally communicated to 
the intellect of the writers, and the will of the latter was 
moved to the act of writing. 

Its full import, and especially its nicer and more implicit 
features, are perhaps best set forth by a notice of the negation 
which this doctrine has had to endure. An only, an abso- 
lutely pure and all-sufficient source of truth, an infallible 
authority and rule in all matters of the faith and life—such 
are things which in the estimation of proud reason are not a 
priceless boon, but an intolerable rebuke and restraint. It is 
therefore not at ull surprising that all sorts of exceptions 
have been taken, even within the Church, against the doc- 
trine as enunciated. One D.D. has offered this modification 
to it, a second another. 

Foremost among the objections advanced is the sinful na- 
ture of man. Not infrequently is this coupled with the argu- 
ment based on his finite nature, and then together with this 
urged against man’s capability of receiving any divine reve- 
lation whatever. Properly viewed however this only goes to 
establish what St. Peter says; to wit, “that no prophecy of 
the Scripture is of any private interpretation” and “that 
the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man.” In 
no wise can it disprove, (nay, it even suggests the necessity 
of it,) that “holy men of God spake as they were moved by 
the Holy Ghost.” Sin is but an accident of our common 
nature; it is removable, and with it the scales are removable 
which sin has cast over the eyes of mind and heart. It ig 
De cue add ae ee 
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Rom. 5, 20. Nevertheless, if it pleased almighty @ 
do, no doubt He might mediate th oe 
e knowledge of His will 


even through ignorant and wicked men; comp. John 11, 49 
52. Be that as it may, such ig not the claim put forth, but 
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rather, that “holy m f . 
the Holy peered en of God spake ag they were moved by 
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It is true, however, that perfect holiness cannot be as- 
cribed to the inspired writers. It may be conceded that they 
could err and sin, and that at times they did. (Gal. 2, 11 
etc.) Yet this is not the question. The controverted point 
is whether their fallibility as men extends over them as 
writers, so that in this latter capacity they were liable to err 
and at times did err. This we deny. While receiving the 
oracles of God, they were moved by the Holy Ghost. Under 
this divine mastery, whatever may have been the particular 
nature of it and however exercised, all possible and real 
errors were excluded from what they spake, and what they 
did speak was truth. ‘For I delivered unto you first of all 
that which I also received,” writes Paul to the Cor. 1. cap. 15, 
3; and upon this holy assumption are the entire Scriptures 
addressed to men. That which they received of the Lord 
God, that—nothing beyond it, nothing different from it, 
nothing prejudicial to it, nothing opposed to it—they de- 
livered to mankind. Once granting the truth of the above 
assumption, how can it be otherwise? Is it at all reasonable 
to suppose that men under the mighty influence of the holy 
God and in His employ, should want to impose upon others 
their own notions, not to say fictions, as the very truth of 
their divine Master, and that He should suffer them to do 80; 
and if they did, that He should accredit them by signs and 
wonders as His special messengers? Notice how carefully St. 
Paul, for example, discriminates between that which he says 
as a Christian, (and as such too he had the Spirit of God, v. 
40), and that which he says as the Word of the Lord. 1 Cor. 
7,12. In so far as the writers of the Bible were simply men 
and Christians such as we are, no doubt some of the imper- 
fections attached to them which are common to us all; and 
this they were free to confess, as witness 1 John 1, 8. 1 Tim. 
1, 15, ete. But under the miraculous movement of the Holy 
Ghost, that is, as men inspired, and when thus inspired they 
spake in the namc of the Lord, all such obstacles in their 
nature were completely overcome and rendered ineffective. 
Moses plead slowness of tongue and speech, and Samuel his 
fear of Saul; Jeremiah would have interposed his great youth 
when first called, and in after years bitterly deplored the 
hardness of his lot; Jonah sought to escape the Lord by tak- 
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ing ship, being reluctant to serve; even the great Peter was 
blinded by old Jewish notions, so that he would not go to the 
Gentiles—but all these hindrances were removed by the 
breath of the Lord, and frail men were made His faithful 
em bassadors. 

Another, and in the eyes of most people the weightiest 
objection to our doctrine of inspiration, is the alleged contra- 
diction of the Bible in part with its own statements and in 
part with such facts as have come to the knowledge of men 
from other sources. Apparent discrepancies in its utterances 
have obtruded themselves on the notice of Bible-students 
from the earliest times to the present. Thus Origen, for ex- 
ample, a staunch believer in the inspiration of the Scriptures 
down to the letter, as he seems to have been, acknowledges 
himself unable to harmonize the records respectively of St. 
Matthew (c. 26) and of St. John (c. 12) as to the Lord’s last 
appearance in Bethany and the events connected with it; 
and he expresses his belief that no one would ever succeed 
in establishing harmony here. But long since has it been 
shown that his belief and trouble both were groundless. See 
J. P. Lange's Bibelwerk Vol. I. p. 371-372 and his tr. and com, 
on Matt. 26, 1-6. Such is the history of many “ incongrui- 
tier,” whether they pertain to the letter or to the spirit of the 
good book. The beam was found in the eye of the observer 
while the mote was nowhere. Much has been done already 
by way of removing difficulties of this kind; and our com- 
mon Christian hope is that in time unbiased and prayerful 
scholarship will show that Chrysostom was right when he de- 
clared all the enantiophonies in the Scriptures to be but so 
many meantinphanies, that all the contradictions were in fact 
only apparent contradictions. ; 

As to the conflict between science and the Bible it may 
here suffice to remark, that when once such hypotheses and 
theories as oppose the statements of the Bible have been 
Anesl to be facts, and this done, it be shown also that the 

ible rightly interpreted is not in accord with such facts, 
edi . ee ym to lower our banner, just a lit- 
will be The aeals map hates 7 rly believe, never 
. ogy of Moses has withstood the brunt of 


ages; but of a cosmology by another that has survived a 
single age unimpaired, we know not. 
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Howbeit, the difficult and inviting problems thus pre- 
senting themselves, the desire to reconcile knowledge divine- 
ly revealed and knowledge humanly acquired, the love to 
penetrate into the mysterious, the duty to get understanding, 
the supreme importance of the subject itself—considerations 
and motives such as there, not to mention others not so pure, 
have urged men on to inquire more closely into the positive 
nature of that divine influence which has produced the buoks 
of the Bible. Their labors have resulted in several 


THEORIES OF INSPIRATION 


which are, as might be expected, more or lesa at variance 
among themselves. 


As do the great objects of revelation—i. e. God Himself, 
His will and His works, etc.—so do God’s speaking to men 
about these things and His recording of the words spoken, in 
a great measure lie beyond the powers of the human under- 
standing. Inspiration, no less than revelation proper, is a 
miracle. Mortal man can have no full and clear knowledge 
of it. All that he can know about it must be told him from 
above; but what is thus said to him again largely eludes his 
mental grasp. At times the Lord Himself appeared to speak 
to men, hidden in the clouds or clad in flames, or assuming 
the form of man. Then again He would speak from heaven 
in the voice of man, or He would send His angels to commu- 
nicate'His messages. At other times He would address men 
in dreams, in visions and in trances brought about by Him- 
self. Then, “God, who at sundry times and in divers man- 
ners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, 
hath in these last days spoken unto us by His Son... the 
brightness of His glory, and the express image of His person 
...” Heb. 1, 1. Then we read of the gracious outpouring 
of the Holy Ghost on the day of Pentecost, and of subse- 
quent bestowals of this same extraordinary gift. Thus then 
“holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost.” And this impulse and motion in men, brought 
about in many waya but by the same Spirit, the Spirit of 
God, the Scriptures themselves call écomeveria or “inspiration 
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of God *—so that we have given to us not only the proper 
expression for the divine act under consideration but also 
much that is designative and explanatory of it. Here also 
belong John 14, 26: He shall teach you all things, and bring 
all things to your remembrance ;” ib. 15, 26: “Ie shall tes 
tify of me;” ib. 16, 14: “He shall receive of mine, and shall 
show it unto you,” and v. 13: ‘“ He will guide you into all 
truth.” 


From all this we learn, not only that the Scriptures are 
from God and mediated through men, but that this commu- 
nication of God consisted in speaking, in teaching, in re- 
minding, in testifying, in showing, in guiding, and in mov- 
ing holy men, filling them with His Spirit. Verily, infor- 
mation enough to satisfy every humble and devout mind. 


But men would master also this miracle and mystery of 
God—and they approach it, alas, not always with such fear 
and love as should lead us on ground so holy. The exact 
mode of acquiring earthly knowledge is a riddle that still 
runs without a satisfactory solution; dreams are things about 
which men cannot do much more than dream; natural 
phenomena continue to puzzle the very wisest among them ; 
and yet men make bold to see through the operations of God 
in things spiritual; and, of course, with many unhappy re- 
sults. 


The leading point of inquiry here, and of controversy at 
the same time, is: to what extent is God active and is man passive 
in the process of inspiration. The cry is, by some, that too Lit- 
tle of the operation is ascribed to man; by others, that too 
little is ascribed to God—there the pelagian, here the fatal- 
istic school of theology. Errors, of course, lie in both direc- 
tions; but the greater safety is with the latter. 
spake; but they were moved by the Holy Ghost. 
did these men speak to any extent whatever wh 
stance was of themselves and not of God ; 
they have the choice of words and phrases 


Holy men 
Speaking, 
at in sub- 
and again: did 
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* Yedrvevotog (2 Tim. 3, 16) = literall 
ae Y, Gottgehau iftert =x 
God-breathed, God-ingpired. Here in the passive Ris pt, ae 
5 ed. p. 108. i Bee Weener’s Gram. 


SOME OBJECTIONS, ETC. 335 


given them? Moved by the Holy Ghost, did they act auto- 
matically, as it were, or were they fully conscious and sensi- 
ble of what they were led todo? Such are some of the ques- 
tions involved. Their importance is obvious; for practically, 
and generally speaking, they amount to this: whether the 
Scriptures are the Word of God, or whether this is simply 
found in the Scriptures, 


In the first place, in the postulate itself, that the Scrip- 
tures are the Word of God, there is nothing which of neces- 
sity precludes activity or co-operation of holy men when they 
serve God as media in the work of inspiration; nor is there 
any statement in the Bible itself which forbids such an as- 
sumption—always provided that the mere natural powers of 
man are not meant in the premises. Enlightened in intel- 
lect and sanctified in will as they were in an extraordinary 
and specific manner, why should these men not have under- 
stood what was communicated and willingly have delivered 
in its full integrity of substance and form what they had re- 
ceived, and throughout it all have been conscious of the 
nature of the service rendered? True, “we cannot but speak 
the things which we have seen and heard,” say Peter and 
John, (Acts 4, 20); and Paul confesses: ‘ For though I preach 
the Gospel, I have nothing to glory of: for necessity is laid 
upon me; yea, wo is unto me, if I preach not the Gospel!” 
(1 Cor. 9, 16-17.) But this constraint and necessity was from 
within as much as from without; a constraint arising from 
their new nature as well as coming upon them from above. 
They must hear and see and speak and write in the sense in 
which the shrub must bloom and the tree bear fruit; they in 
the order of the spiritual, these in the order of the natural. 
Under the benign influence of the heavenly Light the sacred 
writers assimilated the spiritual substance they had received 
from God and were to deliver tomen. ‘Son of man, eat that 
thou findest; eat this roll, and go speak to the house of Is- 
rael,” said the Lord to Ezekiel 3, 1. Corp. Rev. 10, 9-11. 
Matt. 4,4. The notion that these men, themselves in need of 
and entitled to the truth they conveyed, should have acted 
as mere machines or in a somnambulistic state of mind, is 
preposterous. And it is unscriptural; for, when committing 
His Word to Ezekiel, the Lord expressly states: ‘Son of 
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man, all my words that I shall speak unto thee receive in 
thine heart, and hear with thine ears.” Cap. 3, 10. This 
much of truth, however, we believe to be found on this side 
of the question, namely, that the sacred writers did not al- 
ways understand in their utmost fulness the words they were 
moved to speak. For this belief the Scriptural warrant 
seems to be given us 1 Peter 1, 11, and, as shown above, 1 Cor. 
18, etc. 


In the second place, those theories which have emanated 
from that particular trend of thought, which is ever ready 
to do battle for the high dignity of poor persecuted humanity, 
seem to be much more rational; but at the same time they 
will be found all the more inimical to the good cause of the 
Scriptures. The arguments here adduced appear to be taken 
mostly from the Bible itself, when in reality they are the 
sputterings of reason which has taken offense at it. If there 
be a passage, a chapter, or a whole book even, which does not 
agree with some people’s way of thinking or with their sense 
of right and wrong, of good and bad, they persuade them- 
selves that such portions of the good book cannot be genuine, 
that is, not inspired. Indeed, a cheap way of believing and 
doing what one pleases, while at the same time professing 
subjection to God’s Word. No wonder then that every effort 
is put forth to establish the convenient and liberal principle: 
the Word of God is here and there deposited in the words of 
Scripture. 

The rationale by which the proof is attempted is not 
always the same. Some assert that only the substance of 
Bible truth was inspired—whether of all or only of part, on 
this point the doctors disagree. The substance being given, 
they say, it was left to the sacred writers to digest and develop 
it, and to mold it into proper expression—whether herein 
they had assistance from above, and if, what kind and to 
what extent: on that again the doctors are not agreed, It is 
argued by the adherents to this evolutional theory that God 
never does for man what man himself can do; that the truth, 
oy ihe ties eae essential outlines, man can 

: _togic and the lawe of language 
do all that is necessary to write the Word of God and—note 
well the concession and the desideratum of the concessionist 
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at the same time—that if some error should creep in, they 
will not amount to much and men (i. e. we of the 19th cen- 
tury) will be able to detect and correct them. To this asser- 
tion, however, the plain fact is opposed that the mind of man 
is not such a masterly philosopher as set forth in the assump- 
tion. The absolute unity of truth isa principle commonly 
accepted. A denial, therefore, of any part of that truth, if 
consistently evolved and carried out, must eventually end in 
a denial of the whole truth. How then shall we account for 
the common fact that every man holds to be true at the same 
time things that are true and things that are not true? Or 
more particularly: how shall we account for it that in all 
ages men have erred in some points of Christian doctrine, 
and on some points only, that is, that they have lived and 
died as Christians in spite of the false doctrines which they 
have advocated? And this is not only true as regards the 
masses which concern themselves very little about the con- 
nection of truth with truth; no, it includes the best thinkers 
of the Church and the world. Certainly, the most satisfac- 
tory solution of the problem is, that the human mind is not 
the keen and unerring logician it is proclaimed to be. Then, 
when it is observed besides how very errant it proves itself 
in its speculations on things earthly, how very fallible must 
it be in things spiritual. No, if we are to have the Truth of 
God at all, the thousand truths which compose it must be 
given to us by God—as indeed they are given. ‘One is your 
Master, even Christ.” But He is no longer our Master, when 
we set up ourselves as the judges of His inspired message. 


There are others who would not go to such length as do 
those advocating the theory in this shape. They would have 
it modified, maintaining that all those portions of the Bible 
are inspired which have an ethical or religious import. Asa 
matter of fact, however, what is there in the Bible that were 
not ethical or religious either in itself or in its direct bear- 
ings? Throughout it speaks of the doings of God on the one 
hand, and on the other of the doings of beings responsible to 
Him: of beings, whether men or angels, good or bad. And 
as to such things as may seem to lie beyond the domain of 
the spiritual, what hight of presumption it is to forejudge 
that the great God, when writing the history of heaven and 

22 
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of earth, so to speak, must by no means in the choice of His 
words and figures say anything which man might know or 
find out of himself! Thus would men in their wicked folly 
prescribe to the alwise God. 


Another theory and one cut loose from the above, is that 
which, while it admits that the Scriptures are inspired as to 
their substance, deny it as to their form. The words and 
phrases employed are of men and chosen as best they knew 
how. Add to this, that the sacred writers did not always 
succeed in saying what should have been said,—be it from a 
want of understanding what had been revealed, or that their 
memory of it failed them, or that they lacked the necessary 
command of language—add this, we say, and you have the 
proposition in full. In support of it the Scriptures are ar- 
raigned against themselves. 


First it is found that the several books of the Bible are 
written in the style of their respective authors, including not 
only their linguistic peculiarities but some linguistic impro- 
prieties as well. Be it so, And if it be, why should God, 
pleased as He was to clothe His Word in the language of men, 
not have pleased to put it in the language of the very indi- 
viduals who were to be the bearers of it, even if their style. 
was not quite classic? Commonly, His ways are not our ways. 
A soul the nearest after the heart of God may be called to 
dwell for a while in a body full of sores. There is no evi- 
dence that the only Begotten of the Father, when in the flesh 
He dwelt among us, was the fairest among men as men are 
wont to conceive of beauty. Likewise is the great heavenly 
treasure, the word of eternal truth and life, put in but poor 
earthen vessels, even when these are in their highest perfec- 
tion possible. Besides an incorrect, not to say a somewhat 
vulgar, expression may now and then serve the chief purpose 
of language fully as well as any other. This we will prove 
right away—and thus with the promise of it is the proof fur- 
nished. On the other hand, much might be said, and has re- 
peatedly been said by the highest authority in such matters 
oo snes in defense but in praise of the language in which 
ie own statement the words of the Ding ay eae of it by 

8 of the Bible are inspired. Holy 
men, not only when they received the truth from God but 
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also when they spake the truth received, were moved by the 
Spirit of God. 2 Peter 1,21. ‘And they were all filled with 
the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as 
the Spirit gave them utterance.” Acts 2,4. Comp. Matt. 10, 
19-20. “Behold, I have put my words in thy mouth.” Jer. 
1,9. In the words of God’s own selection was the Word of 
God given, received, spoken again and committed to writing. 


Against this it is urged that the Bible contains not a 
few statements of such a trivial character and some so un- 
chaste, and others so unjust and cruel in principle and feel- 
ing, that it were wrong to attribute them to the great and 
pure, the righteous and gracious Spirit of God. Well yes, 
the Bible does speak of many things, some infinitely great, 
others infinitely small; but the very least of them all may be 
a creature of God or some little deed teaching a needful les- 
son. So again, it does say something about some very filthy 
things; and among the filthiest of them all is a self-conceited, 
fastidious and sanctimonious heart. Were men to become 
more disgusted with this, many things, which to them now 
seem impure, might then appear quite clean. Lastly, as to 
your complaint of hard sayings: “Nay but, O man, who art 
thou that repliest against God? Shall the thing formed ‘say 
to Him that formed it, Why hast thou made me thus? Hath 
not the potter power over the clay, of the same lump to make 
one vessel unto honor, and another unto dishonor?” Such is 
God’s own answer to all who would enter into judgment with 
Him on the justice of His works and ways; and in vain 
shall they look for another. The humble and God-fearing 
student, however, of such passages as Romans 9, Psalm 187, 
7-9, etc., is sure to find that all God’s works are done in truth 
and righteousness, and that God is love and holy withal. 

Opposed to all such queries and quibbles as are intended 
to controvert the fact that the Bible is throughout in essence 
and form the very Word of God, stands its own clear testi- 
mony. Again and again our Lord and His Apostles refer to the 
Scriptures. And in so doing they employ the term not asa 
common noun, applicable to any writings whatsoever, but as 
a name designating specified writings and as such well 
known; namely, the books of the Old Testament. This is 
established beyond all doubt. Now in quoting the Scrip- 
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tures, they are invariably adduced and appealed to as the 
highest authority, as the Word of the Lord. Furthermore, 
not the slightest intimation is to be detected in such appeals 
to the Scripture anywhere, that anything therein were not 
true, or that a single word of it were not the Word of the 
Lord, On the contrary, He who is the Truth Himself de- 
clares that “the Scriptures cannot be broken,” John 10, 35, 
and that “it is easier for heaven and earth to pass, than one 
tittle of the law to fail.” Luke 16,17; and so when tempted 
of the devil, He offered no defense but the simple declara- 
tion: “Itis written,” and again, “Itis written.” See further- 
more such testimony as given in Heb, 1,1; Rom. 3,2; Luke 
1, 70; Matt. 1, 22 and 2, 15; Acts 1, 16; etc. 

Since then the entire Old Testament is by the Son de- 
clared to be the Word of God, there can be no doubt about 
the character of the New. In its own words: “All Scripture 
is given by inspiration of God.” 2 Tim.3,16. Such is the faith 
and confession as it becomes all those who are “born again, 
not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the Word of 
God, which liveth and abideth forever,” 1 Peter 1, 23, and who 
in this new birth and life experience that the Word, by which 
they have been begotten, is all divine. As to the sceptical 
and the despisers of it, we say with Luther: 


“The Word of God they shall let stand, 
And not a thank have for it.” C. H. L. 8. 








CHRIST’S DESCENT INTO HELL. 
BY REV. 0. 8. OGLESBY. 


The Apostles’ Creed is the earliest formal expression of 
the Christian faith outside of the written Word of God, and 
it is the head and embodiment of the confessions of the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church to-day. It is placed at the head of 
our confessions, first, because it is the oldest formal confession 
of the Christian faith, and secondly, because “it is a brief 


summary of all the chief articles of the Christian religion 
and faith.” 
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It may properly be called the embodiment of the confes- 
sions of the Lutheran Church, inasmuch as all her other con- 
fessions are simply developments of what is contained in the 
Apostles’ Creed. 

It therefore behooves us, who recognize and acknowledge 
the confessions of the Lutheran Church asa correct expres- 
sion of our own faith, to study well this Apostolic Symbol, 
that each one may be fully persuaded that our confessions do, 
indeed, conform with God’s Word, as did the Bereans who 
searched the Scriptures daily, to know whether those things 
which Paul preached unto them were true or not. (Acts 17, 
10-11.) 

We should also diligently study this characteristic sym- 
bol, in the light of God’s Word, that each one may be able to 
give a statement of, and ground for the faith he holds, for 
God declares that ‘‘ Everyone of us shall give an account of 
himself to God,” (Rom. 14, 12.) and He also admonishes us 
to ‘‘ Be ready always to give answer to every man that asketh 
you a reason of the hope that is in you, with weakness and 
fear.” (1 Peter 3, 15.) 

In the second article of the Apostles’ Creed we find con- 
fession is made of the belief that Christ descended into hell, 
expressed in the words, “He descended into hell,” which 
words constitute an expression of our belief concerning the 
teachings of God’s Word as recorded in the 1. Epistle of Peter 
3, chapt. 18-19 verses, 

No part of the Apostles’ Creed has been more bitterly as- 
sailed than this sentence, and careful and prayerful study is 
required of its defenders. 

In considering this subject we shall endeavor to deter- 
mine, First the person who descended. To the question, Whom 
do we believe to have descended into hell? we will give an 
unequivocal and simple answer, one which all may under- 
stand and remember. We believe, confess and teach that 
Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God, our Lord, descended, into 
hell, as God-man, which answer is substantially found in the 
Form. of Cone. p. 704, N. Market Ed. The holy Scriptures 
clearly teach that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, begotten of 
the Father from eternity, and that He became flesh, i. e. man, 
and dwelt among us. This is tersely expressed in John 1,1. 
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and 14, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. And the Word was 
made flesh and dwelt among us, (and we beheld His glory, 
the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace 
and truth.” Thus we learn that the second person of the 
Godhead became man, not that He ceased to be God, but that 
God united Himself with human nature, ‘was made in the 
likeness of men,” or as Paul expresses the same truth, “God 
was manifest in the flesh.” (1 Tim. 3, 16.) 


In the holy Scriptures this God-man is called Jesus, so 
named by the angel, because He should save His people from 
their sins, and He is called Christ, or Messiah, that is, the 
Anointed, because He was anointed without measure, by the 
Holy Ghost, to be our Prophet, High Priest and King. 


The purpose for which Jesus Christ, the God-man, came 
into the world, is expressly declared in Matt. 1, 21, “ He shall 
save His people from their sins,” and also in 1 Peter 8, 18, 
“To bring us to God,” and again in 1 John 8, 8, “ For this 
purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might de- 
stroy the works of the devil.” 

That Jesus Christ, the God-man, truly accomplished this 
work for which He came into the world, is declared in John 
19, 38, “It is finished,” which declaration God the Father 
confirmed, with power, by the resurrection of the Son from 
the dead, and the Holy Ghost testifies to its truthfulness in 
the words, “Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the 
law, being made a curse for us.” (Gal. 3, 13.) 


This infinite work was accomplished by Jesus Christ, the 
God-man, not by Christ as God alone, nor by Christ as man 
alone, but by the God-man, Jesus Christ, and this same God- 
man, Jesus Christ, the Conquerer of the devil, and Destroyer 
of the works of the devil, like a true conquering Hero, des- 
cended into Hell, the citadel of the conquered, and there pro- 
claimed His victory over the conquered. 

Therefore we teach that Jesus Christ, the God-man, des- 
cended into hell, not according to His divinity only, nor ac- 
cording to His humanity only, but according to both His di- 
vinity and humanity. It is this entire God-man of whom it is 
said in 1 Peter 3, 19, “ He went and preached unto the spirits 
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in prison,” and it is this entire God-man of whom confession 
is made in the second article of the Apostles’ Creed. 

There are those who teach that Christ descended into hell 
according to His divinity only, while according to His hu- 
manity He remained in the grave until the time of His ap- 
pearance unto men. 

This is a serious error. It is to teach the error that after 
the crucifixion, the union of the divine and human natures 
ceased to exist, that Jesus Christ, the God-man, ceased tu be. 
It is the same error taught by all Protestant Churches, except 
the Lutheran Church, concerning Christ’s presence upon 
earth, that He is present according to His divinity only, 
while according to His humanity He is restricted to a certain 
locality, viz. heaven. 

This we reject as an error, first, because it tends to the 
destruction of all Christian faith, consolation and hope. It 
is to lay the axe at the root of Christian faith, it is to embit- 
ter the water of Christian consolation, and to take away the 
foundation of Christian hope, for it throws the mind into 
doubt and confusion concerning Christ, as to His existence, 
as to His presence, and as to His power. 

In the God-man, Christ Jesus, the divinity and humanity 
are inseperably united. This union is an eternally enduring 
union. Since the first moment of the union of the divine 
and human natures in Christ, this union has uninterruptedly 
continued, and will so continue through the endless ages of 
eternity. Therefore, wherever the divinity of Christ is 
found the humanity of Christ is also found, whether it be in 
His descent into hell, or in His presence on earth, or in heaven. 

That Christ descended into hell according to His divine 
nature only, we reject as an error, secondly, because the act of 
descent cannot be attributed to the divine nature strictly 
Speaking, for according to His divine nature He fills all 
places, and was, therefore, in hell before His incarnation, fill- 
ing all places with His dominion. See Schmidt's Dogmat. p. 
396 and 412, (238. Quen.) ; 

Strictly speaking the act of descent could be attributed 
to the human nature only, but inasmuch as by virtue of the 
most intimate union of the two natures, both natures are 
said to take part in those acts which are peculiar to one na- 
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ture the divine nature had part in the act of descent, 
and therefore we say that the divine nature also descended 
into hell. For example, as by virtue of the death of Christ 
as man, we can say God died, so by virtue of the descent of 
Christ as man, we can say God descended. To refute the 
error that Christ descended into hell according to His di- 
vinity only, is to prove that He descended according to His 
humanity. 


If any doubt that Christ descended into hell according to 
His humanity, we ask them carefully to examine the follow- 
ing words of Holy Writ, viz. “For Christ also hath once suf- 
fered for sins, the Just for the unjust, that He might bring us 
to God.” 1 Peter 3,18. This Christ that once suffered, that 
He might bring us to God, is Jesus Christ, the God-man, and 
this suffering was participated in by both natures of Christ. 
Had His human nature alone participated in these sufferings, 
His sufferings would not have sufficed to “bring us to God.” 
But suffering is not a property of the divine nature, but of 
the human nature only, therefore while He suffered as God- 
man, this suffering was possible by virtue of His human na- 
ture alone, and His divinity had part in this suffering alone 
by virtue of its union with the humanity. 


The acme of this suffering was His death. But He was 
“put to death in the flesh” (1 Peter 3, 1+.) i. @. according to 
His humanity, of which alone death can properly be predi- 
cated. He who was put to death in the flesh was also 
“quickened by the Spirit,” (1 Peter 3, 18.) i. e. the man 
Christ, who was put to death, was also made alive again by 
the Spirit, i.e. by Christ’s own divine power, as revealed in 
John 2,19, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will 
raise it up again,” and also in John 10, 17, “I lay down my 
life, that I might take it again. I have power to lay it down, 
and I have power to take it again.” He who was put to 
death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit, i. e. the man 
Christ, by the power of the Spirit, His own divine power, 
“went and preached unto the spirits in prison,” or in other 
words, the man Christ Jesus descended into hell, or what may 


be still plainer, Christ descended into hell according to His 
humanity. 


We presume that none will deny that Christ ascended 
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into heaven according to His humanity, but the same Christ 
that ascended into heaven, also descended into hell, and that 
too by the same power and in the same manner, as we learn 
from Eph. 4, 9-10, “ Now that He ascended, what is it but 
that He also descended first into the lower parts of the earth? 
He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above 
all heavens, that He might fill all things.” For these reasons 
we believe that He who descended into hell is Jesus Christ, 
the God-man. It will now be in order for us to try to deter- 
mine secondly, the place to which Christ descended. 


Among those who accept the declaration, “ He descended 
into hell,” we find a great diversity of opinion concerning 
the meaning of the word hell. Many accept this word as 
meaning simply the grave, or receptacle of lifeless bodies, 
while others accept it as meaning a place iuto which the 
wicked, i. e. the fallen angels, and those dying in impeni- 
tence, ure cast, to suffer forever the just retribution of God. 


It is in this last mentioned sense, viz. as the name of 
the abode of the damned, that the Lutheran Church accepts 
the word “hell,” in the sentence, “He descended into hell,” 
as found in the second article of the Apostles’ Creed, and she 
uses these words to express her belief that Christ truly 
“went” to that place of eternal anguish and torment pre- 
pared for the devil and his angels, and into which are finally 
cast all who persistently resist God’s grace in this life. 


We, therefore, reject as anti-scriptural that explanation 
of the word hell, by which it is said to mean simply me 
grave, and by which the sentence, “ He descended into hell, 
is said to mean nothing more than that He was laid into the 
grave. The simple fact that this sentence is found in the 
Apostles’ Creed denies this explanation. In the same article 
of the same Creed, as formulated by its authors, we find the 
words, “Crucified, dead and buried,” which words evidently 
mean that Christ died upon the cross, and being really dead, 
He was buried, i. e. His body was placed into the tomb, se- 
pulchre, or grave. Therefore if the words, “He descended 
into hell,” mean nothing more than that He descended ee 
the grave, they would have no office, or purpose, and woul 
never have been placed in the Creed, for if that were their 
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meaning it would have been more fully and fitly expressed in 
the words “crucified, dead and buried.” 


Neither does the scriptural use of the word hell, justify 
us in interpreting it as meaning the grave. It is true, as the 
advocates of this theory argue, that in the original language 
of the Old Testament, the Hebrew, the inspired writers used 
the word “sheol” to designate the grave, a3 we see in Gen. 
37, 35,, where Jacob says, “I will go down in the grave (Heb. 
sheol) unto my son mourning.” And again in Gen. 42, 38, 
“Then shall ye bring down my gray hairs with sorrow to the 
grave,” (Heb. sheol); which are butexamples of many other 
passages which might be cited. But they also used the same 
word “sheol” to denote the place where the wicked, or the 
damned, are tormented, and in all such instances we find it 
translated by the word hell. For example we read in Prov. 
15, 11, “Hell and destruction are before the Lord.” And in 
Ps. 9, 17, “The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the 
nations that forget God.” All men, both pious and wicked, 
shall go down into the grave, but only the wicked, and those 
that forget God shall be turned into hell, showing us that the 
grave and hell are two distinct places. 


Nor is it any contradiction that the same word, (sheol) 
should in one instance mean the grave, as we understand the 
word grave, and in another instance mean hell, as we under- 
stand the word hell. It is characteristic of all languages that 
words composed of the same letters, and having the same 
sound, may have entirely different meanings in different con- 
nections. Take for instance the English language and we 
find many such words. We will cite but two. The word 
b-o-w in one connection means an instrument to shoot with, 
in another connection it means an article of dress, and in 
still another connection it means the sign of God’s grace in 
the heavens. The word e-a-r is also one of similar character. 
In one connection it means the member of the body through 
which we receive sounds, and in another connection it means 
the ripened grain of wheat or corn. 

What is true of the Hebrew word “ sheol,” is also true of 
the Greek word “hades,” i. e. in one instance it means the 
grave, a8 we understand that word, and in another instance 
it means hell, as we understand that word. In 1 Cor, 15, 55, 
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we read, ‘““O grave (Greek hades) where is thy victory?” 
And again in Rev. 20, 13, “And the sea gave up the dead 
which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead 
which were in them.” Here we find the Greek word “hades” 
translated hell, but the connection shows that it speaks of 
the resurrection, and therefore uses the word in the same 
sense in which we use the word grave. (?) 

But the same Greek word “hades” is also used to desig- 
nate the horrible pit in which the damned are tormented, as 
is evident from the record found in Luke 16, 23, “And in hell 
(Greek hades) he lifted up his eyes being in torments.” 
Thus we learn that both these words, viz. the Hebrew word 
“sheol,” and the Greek word “hades,” are used in this two- 
fold sense, and the sense in which they are used is always 
apparent from the connection in which they stand. 

Confining ourselves to the authorized English version of 
the Bible, we find the words grave and hell frequently used, 
each with its own particular meaning, and each designating 
aparticular place. We find the word grave invariably used 
to denote the place where the body remains from the time of 
its burial until its resurrection, and when referring to the 
body of the pious, it is always called a place of rest. In Ps, 
16, 9, we read, “ My flesh also shall rest in hope.” Isa. 57, 2, 
“They shall rest in their beds.” 2 Chron. 16, 14, “And they 
buried him in his own sepulchre, * * * and laid him in the 
bed which was filled with sweet odors and divers kind of 
spices.” Job 17, 16, “They shall go down to the bars of the 
pit, where our rest together is in the dust.” 

If we go to the New Testament, we find the word grave 
uniformly used in the same sense. In Matt. 27, 52, we read, 
“And the graves were opened, and many bodies of the saints 
Which slept arose.” In John 5, 28-29, we read, “ The hour 1s 
coming, in the which all that are in their graves shall hear 
His voice, and shall come forth.” Thus may we easily learn 
in what sense the holy Scriptures use the word grave. — 

Nor need we have any greater difficulty in learning in 
What sense they use the word hell, for we find it always re 
to denote the abiding place, not of the bodies, but of the souls 
of men, and never as a place of rest, but as a place of aun 
and eternal anguish and torment. In Ps. 16, 10, we find tha 
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it speaks of the suffering of hell in connection with the soul, 
“Thou wilt not leave my soul in hell.” 


This becomes strikingly apparent in the history of the 
beggar Lazarus, and of the certain rich man, as given in 
Luke 16, 19-31. They both died and were buried. But the 
soul of Lazarus was carried by the angels into Abraham’s 
bosom, while the soul of the rich man was pressed down into 
hell by the crushing weight of millions of unrepented and 
unforgiven sins, and “jin hell he lifted up his eyes, being in 
torments.” 

That the word hell, as used in the holy Scriptures, means 
not the grave, a place of rest, but the place of indescribable 
horror and torment, in which the souls of the damned are 
imprisoned, is also evident from 2 Peter 2, 4, “God spared not 
the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and de- 
livered them into chains of darkness to be reserved unto 
judgment.” 

Unto the pious God’s Word represents the grave as 4 
“bed filled with odors, and divers kind of spices,” in which 
the weary pilgrim may lay his worn body down in sweet re- 
pose, to await the Master’s call on the joyous resurrection 
morn. But by the word hell, the Scriptures reveal a bottom- 
less pit of horrors, “a lake of fire burning with brimstone,” 
in which, in an incomprehensible manner, dwell and suffer 
forever, “the fearful and unbelieving, and abominable, and 
murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, 
and all liars.” A place of outer darkness, a furnace of fire, a 
place of weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth, a place 
of eternal suffering, the inhabitants of which are forever dy- 
ing, yet never dead, 


And yet, there are many who try to make us believe that 
the words grave and hell mean one and the same thing. We 
do, indeed, believe that Christ descended into the grave, that 
place of rest which the Scriptures designate by the word 
grave, but that faith we express in the word “ buried.” 

We also believe that Christ descended into hell, that 
abode of the damned which the Scriptures call hell, and this 
faith we express in the words, “He descended into hell.” 
And truly this faith and confession are founded upon the 
sure and plain Word of God, as is clearly proven by i Peter 
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3, 18-19, “ He,” Christ, “went and preached unto the spirits,” 
and therefore went not to the grave, for spirits do not dwell 
in the grave. Moreover, He “went and preached unto the 
spirits in prison,” and therefore not to the spirits of the re- 
deemed, or saved, for they dwell not in prison, but in heaven, 
in the beautiful mansions which a loving Father hath pre- 
pared for His free children. 

But “He went and preached unto the spirits in prison,” 
and therefore unto the spirits of the lost, of the damned, for 
they are in prison, “delivered into chains of darkness, to be 
reserved unto judgment.” Therefore this prison to which 
He went is none other than the abode of the damned, to 
which abode God’s Word has given the name hell, and des- 
cending into this abode, or prison, He descended into hell, 
hence our confession, “ He descended into hell.” From the 
above it can easily be understood to what place we believe 
Christ descended, and leaving this feature of the subject, we 
shall now endeavor to present Thirdly, the purpose for which 
He descended, 

Many exclude the words “ He descended into hell,” from 
the Apostles’ Creed, because they do not believe the faith they 
express. Being subject to their own reason, rather than to 
the Word of God, they think that even Christ could not be 
in hell without suffering, or descend into hell for any other 
purpose than to suffer, and denying that which God’s Word 
does not ask them to believe, viz. that Christ descended into 
hell to suffer, they deny that He descended into hell at all. 


While we do not, with them, deny that Christ could be 
in hell without suffering, we do most certainly, with them, 
deny that He descended into hell for the purpose of suffering. 
Christ did, indeed, suffer, in all its fulness and sharpness, 
that penalty which God pronounced against sin, which 18 
eternal death. (Rom. 6,23.) For this very purpose He came 
into this world, that He might take the sinner’s place, that 
He might suffer in our stead, that we, through His suffering 
the penalty of our sins, might be freed from that penalty. 
He came into this world to redeem us from hell, and to do 
that He must pay our debt, must suffer that judgment, . 
punishment to which we were condemned, even the pains 0: 
hell, 
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But this is the purpose for which He came into this world, 
not the purpose for which He descended into hell, and in 
this world He accomplished and completed that for which 
He came into the world. This was accomplished and com- 
pleted by His humble, holy life here upon earth, and by His 
most bitter sufferings and death upon the cross, when He 
truly suffered the pains of eternal death, the anguish of hell, 
and where He forever finished and ended His sufferings, as 
it is written, John 19, 30, “It is finished.” That is, the re- 
demption of man was finished, the sufferings of Christ were 
finished, and having finished His sufferings here upon earth, 
He certainly did not descend into hell to repeat or to con- 
tinue His sufferings. 


The purpose of Christ’s descent into hell was not to suf- 
fer, but to preach. ‘‘ He went and preached unto the spirits in 
prison,” i. e. unto those who were cast down to hell, and de- 
livered into chains of darkness. He went unto the spirits in 
prison to preach unto them, but that which He preached was 
not the Gospel. True, it may be argued that unto the spirits 
in prison, Christ proclaimed Himself as the Conquerer of 
sin, death, and hell, the Savior of the world, and therefore 
preached the Gospel. But to this it may justly be answered, 
in the very words of Hollazius, that “ The preaching of Christ 
in hell was not evangelical, which is proclaimed to men only in 
the kingdom of grace, but legal, accusatory, terrible, and that 
too, both verbal, by which He convinced them that they had 
merited eternal punishment, and real, by which He struck 
frightful terror into them.” (Schmidt’s Dogmat. p. 412-21.) 
While the words are such as are found in the Gospel message, 
the object of their proclamation on the occasion in question, 
was not evangelical, but legal, i. e. the object was not to lead 
those to whom they were addressed to repentance and faith, 
seeing their day of grace being past, but to convince them of 
the certainty and justness of their condemnation. 


Wherever the Gospel is truly preached, God offers the 
full and gracious forgiveness of all sins for Christ’s sake, 
offers free and full deliverance from all condemnation, offers 
a full restoration of the image of God in which man was 
created, offers a full restoration to the inheritance of eternal 
glory, offers all this to all who hear it, and gives the power to 
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believe it, and declares that whosoever believes it shall be 
saved. “Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to 
every creature, He that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.” (Mark 
16, 15-16.) Consequently, had Christ descended into hell to 
preach the Gospel there, He would have offered to the fallen 
angels restoration to that blessedness which they wilfully 
forfeited in heaven, and would have offered to men that 
grace which they persistently despised and rejected in this 
life, would have offered to them all freedom from their con- 
demnation, and admittance to eternal glory. 


But that would have been to contradict every word and 
action of His life in this world. It would have been to con- 
tradict the entire holy Scriptures. In this written Word, 
God teaches us that in this world the doors of the kingdom 
of grace stand open for us, night and day, and that He calls 
to us all our life-long to enter its gracious portals, and warns 
us that if we refuse to enter its blessed gates in this world, 
they will be forever closed against us. This Christ tells us 
in John 9, 4, “The night cometh in which no man worketh.” 
And still more plainly in the parable of the ten virgins. 
The five foolish virgins neglected to prepare for the coming 
of the Bridegroom in the time allotted for this purpose, and 
when He came, “they that were ready went in with Him, 
and the door was shut. Afterward came also the other virgins, 
saying, Lord, Lord, open to us. But He answered and said, 
Verily T say unto you, I know you not.” So shall it be with 
everyone who refuses to enter the kingdom of grace In this 
life. Christ also teaches us this same truth in the parable of 
the unmerciful servant, who despised his master’s mercy, for 
which his lord was wroth with him, and delivered him to t ne 
tormenters, till he should pay all that was due unto ey 
“So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto you, } 
ye from your hearts forgive not everyone his brother their 
trespasses,” 

That the doom of the lost is forever fixed, is irrevocable, 
is apparent also from the parable of the rich man, se a 
hell lifted up his eyes, being in torments,” and arbi % 
Lazarus might be sent to him, to comfort him, but w ee 
ceived the crushing answer, “ Between us and you there 18 
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great gulf fixed; so that they which would pass from hence 
to you cannot; neither they pass to us, that would come from 
thence.” Luke 16,26. In Prov. 11, 17, we find a plain posi- 
tive declaration of the same truth, in the words, ‘“ When a 
wicked man dieth, his expectation shall perish, and the hope 
of unjust men perisheth.” Surely God’s Word justifieth us 
in saying that Christ descended into hell, neither to suffer nor 
to preach the Gospel there. 


Asking God, through His Word, the purpose of Christ’s 
descent into hell, we receive that answer which leads us to 
believe and to teach that He descended into hell for the sole 
purpose of proclaiming to those who dwell in the black and 
desolate regions of eternal death, His full and glorious vic- 
tory over them. Christ came into this world to fight against 
the great seven headed and ten horned Dragon, sin and death, 
the devil and hell. He entered into the momentous contest, 
and the great Dragon was overthrown, was cast out. That 
old serpent, called the devil and Satan, was conquered, with 
all his hosts, his power was taken from him, and he was put 
under the feet of Him who hath received all power in heaven 
and on earth, and who hath put all things under His feet. 


Christ fulfilled the law, and consequently deprived sin of 
its strength, and death of its sting, which was all the armor 
wherein Satan trusted, and having thus conquered Satan, sin 
and death, Christ, as a conquering hero is wont to do, en- 
tered the citadel of the conquered, and demanded and re- 
ceived the keys thereof, and declared unto them His author- 
ity and their subjection, and destroyed their principalities 
and powers, mightily triumphing over them, as Christ de- 
clares in Rev. 1, 18, “I have the keys of hell and of death,” 
and in Col. 2, 15, ‘“ Having spoiled principalities and powers, 
He made a show of them openly, triumphing over them 
in it.” 

Christ conquered sin, death and hell, and having won 
this most glorious of all victories, “He descended into hell,” 
to proclaim to the fallen and conquered hordes His victory 
over them, and having done this, He appeared alive again 
unto men on the morning of the third day, and thus forever 
confirmed to His waiting children the certainty of that vic- 
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tory over sin and death which He won for them, and having 
thus with power proclaimed His victory in hell and on earth, 
He ascended up on high leading captivity captive, and be- 
stowing blessings upon men. 


A HARMONY OF THE GOSPELS ON THE RESURRECTION. 


The importance of the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the lead is so great, that it is worthy of being made the start- 
ing point—the central point, in fact—of any inquiry into the 
divine character of the Christian religion and of its Founder. 
“Tf this fails, the Christian religion cannot be maintained, 
or may be proved to be false. If Christ be not risen, argues 
Paul of Tarsus, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also 
vain. (1 Cor. 15, 14.) On the other hand, if this holds good, 
the divine mission and authority of the Founder of our holy 
religion are established. To this He Himself appealed, as 
the great and ultimate proof, which was to convince mankind 
that He was what He professed Himself to be—the Son of 
God, the Savior of the world. If we peruse the history of 
that event, we must conclude either that He arose, or that 
His disciples stole His body away. The more we consider 
the latter alternative, the more impossible it appears. Every 
time, indeed, that Jesus Christ attempted to perform a mir- 
acle, He risked His credit on its accomplishment: had He 
failed in one instance, that would have blasted His repu- 
tation forever. The same remark is applicable to His pre- 
dictions: had any of them failed, that great character which 
He had to support, would have received an indelible stain. 
Of all His predictions, there is not one on which He and His 
disciples laid greater stress than that of His resurrection. So 
frequently, indeed, had Christ publicly foretold that He 
would rise again on the third day, that those persons who 
caused Him to be put to death were acquainted with this 
prediction; and, being in power, used every possible means to 
prevent its accomplishment, or any imposition on the public in that 
affair.” 

Thus writes Horne in his celebrated Introduction; and 
where is the man who does not see the force of the argument 
presented ? 

Since so much depends upon the fulfillm: nt of the pre- 
dictions in regard to the resurrection of Jesus from the dead, 
we will examine those predictions in the very outset; for 
they show us what we must expect to find in connection 
with the history whose harmony we are writing. 


23 
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THE PREDICTIONS, 


1. The very first prediction which our Lord made in respect to His 
resurrection is found in the second chapter of John’s Gospel. When Jesus 
had made a scourge of small corda, and had driven those that sold oxen 
and sheep and doves, and the money-changers, out of the temple; “and 
poured out the changers’ money, and overthrew the tables; and said unto 
them that sold doves, Take these things hence; make not my Father’s house 
a house of merchandise;” ‘“‘then answered the Jews and said unto Him, 
What sign showest Thou unto ur, seeing Thou doest these things? Jesus an- 
swered and said unto them, Destroy this temple, and in three days I will 
raise it up. Then aaid the Jews, Forty and six years was this temple in _ 
building, and wilt Thou rear it up in three days? But He e of the temple 
of His body. When therefore He was risen from the dead, His disciples re- 
membered that He had said this uoto theu.; and they believed the Scrip- 
ture, and the word which Jesus had said.” John 2, 13-22. 

2. Another prediction made by the Savior in the early part of His 
public ministry is recorded in Matthew 12, 38-40: ‘Then certain of the 
scribes and of the Pharisees answered, saying, Master, we would sce a sign 
from Thee. But He answered and said unto them, An evil and adulterous 
generation seeketh after a sign: and there shall no sign be given to it, but 
the sign of the prophet Jonas: for as Jonas was three days and three nights 
in the whale’s belly; so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights 
in the heart of the earth.” 

3. Matthew 16, 21. ‘ Frora that time forth began Jesus to show unto 
His disciples, how that He must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things 
of the elders and chief priesta and scribes, and be killed, and be raised 
again the third day.” See Mark 8, 31. 

4, Matthew 20, 17-19. ‘“‘And Jesus going up to Jerusalem took the 
twelve disciples apart in the way, and said unto them, Behold we go up to 
Jerusalem; and the Son of man shal! be betrayed unto the chief priests and 
unto the scribes, and they shall condemn Him to death, and shall deliver 
Him tv the Gentiles to mock and to scourge, and to crucify Him: and the 
third day He shall rise again.” 

5. Matthew 26, 1-2, 31 and 32. “And it came to pass, when Jesus 
had finished all these sayings, He said unto His disciples, Ye know that 
after two days is the feast of the passover, and the Son of man is betrayed 
to the crucified. .... Then said Jesus unto them, All ye shall be offended 
becau-e of me this night: for it is written, I will smite the Shepherd, and 
the sheep of the flock shall be scattered abroad. But after I am risen again, 
I will go before you into Galilee.” See also Mark 9, 31, and Luke 9, 22, 

6. That Christ's predictions concerning His resurrection were well 
known, not only to His disciples, but also to His enemies, is shown by the 
conduct of the chief priests and Pharisees, as recorded in Matt. 27, 63-66. 
On this point let us hear what Horne has to say in his Introduction: “No 
one surely can doubt that Christ foretold His resurrection, who considers 
that it was on this very account that the chief priests and Pharisees appointed 
a watch to guard His sepulchre, and commanded the stone to be sealed. 
Sir, said they to Pilate, we remember that that deceiver sail, while He was yet 
alive, after three days I will rise again. Command, therefore, that the sepulchre be 
made sure until the third day, lest His disciples come by night and steal Him away, 
and say unto the_people, He 1s risen from the dead ; 80 the last error shull be worse 
than the first. Pilate saith unto them, Ye havea w teh; go your way, make it as 
sure as you can. So they went and made the sepulchre sure, sealing the stone and 
sciting the watch. This... was such a matter of fact, as the disciples neither 
could nor durst invent in opposition to the public knowledge which every 
one had of it; and which, besides, agrees very well with the other circum- 
stances of that event. For whence originated the report which was spread 
at Jerusalem, that the watch slept when the disciples took away the body of 
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‘Fesus, if they had not realiy set a watch to guard the sepulchre? And what 

necessity was there to appoint a watch to guard it, had it not been to pre- 

bad the disciples from propagating the report that He was risen from the 
ead ! 

From what has thus far been said it is plain that Christ 
foretold His resurrection from the dead and that it would 
take place on the third day after His crucifixion. Hence we 
are justified in expecting to find a thorough agreement in 
the different accounts of the resurrection so far as the time 
when it oceurred, is concerned. 

We come now to consider what the sacred writers have 


to say in regard to 


THE FULFILLMENT OF CHRIST’S PREDICTIONS CONCERNING HIS 
RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD. 


Since Jesus was crucified on Friday, it was necessary for 
Him to rise from the dead some time on the first day of the 
following week, in order that His predictions might be ful- 
filled. Now all the evangelists agree that Jesus arose on the 
first day of the week, inasmuch as all of them inform us that 
the grave in which He had been buried, was found empty 
early in the morning of that day. That He arose either at or 
near or before day-break is plain from what Matthew tells us: 
“Tn the end of the sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the 
first day of the week, came Mary Magdalene and the other 
Mary to see the sepulchre. And behold there was a great 
earthquake: for the angel of the Lord descended from heaven, 
and came and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat 
upon it. His countenance was like lightning, and his rai- 
ment white as snow: and for fear of him the keepers did 
shake, and became as dead men. And the angel answered 
and said unto the women, Fear not ye: for I know that ye 
seek Jesus, which was crucified. He is not here: for He is 
risen, as He said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay.” 
But we are not told by any of the holy evangelists precisely 
at what hour the resurrection occurred; we know only that 
He arose on the third day after His crucifixion some time 
between six o’clock in the evening and sunrise on the follow-. 
ing morning. St. Paul tells us that Christ “rose again the 
third day according to the Scriptures.” That the sun had 
already risen when the women arrived at the sepulchre is 
evident from what Mark tells us: “And very early in the 
morning, the first day of the week, they came unto the se- 
pulchre at the rising of thesun.” The original is avatetdavtos 
tod yéiou—the sun having risen. We must therefore umder-. 
stand Matthew’s words—‘as it began to dawn toward the- 
first day of the week”—as referring to the time when the 
women began their journey to the sepulchre, whilst St. Mark 
refers to the time of their actual arrival at the sepulchre. On 
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this point Nebe says: ‘Let it not be overlooked that ipZeoSac 
does not in the least mean only to arrive at a certain place, 
but also to prepare ourself to get to that point, to be on one’s 
way toa goal. If we make use of this incontestable usage of 
the word, then all discords are resolved in the completest 
harmony,” 

Matthew mentions only Mary Magdalene and the other 
Mary. To these Mark adds Salome, whilst Luke mentions 
Joanna “and other women that were with them.”, 

Although all of the evangelists record the fact that the 
stone, which had closed the sepulchre, was rolled away, Mat- 
thew is the only one who gives us the information that it was 
rolled away by an angel. This angel sat upon the stone, and 
afterward spoke to the women, telling them not to be afraid 
and that the Lord had risen. St. Mark states that the women 
“saw a young man sitting on the right side, clothed in a long 
white garment.” This young man, no doubt, was the same 
person mentioned by Matthew; for he used similar language 
in speaking to the women. The angel, therefore, had as- 
sumed a human form, in order that he might be seen and 
recognized by the women. 

Luke says that “two men stood by them in shining gar- 
ments,” whilst St. John records the fact that Mary Magdalene 
saw “two angels in white sitting, the one at the head, the 
other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain.” Here 
again we have one writer speaking of angels and another of 
men; from which fact we are warranted in inferring that the 
angels looked like men. But how does it come that Matthew 
and Mark speak only of one, while Luke and John speak of 
two persons, as having appeared unto the women? The rea: 
son, no doubt, is that some of the women saw only one angel 
in the sepulchre; for angels assume a visible form for a spe- 
cial purpose and for the benefit of special persons, but ordi- 
narily are invisible to mortal eyes. On the other hand, Mary 
Magdalene and some others saw two angels, whilst Peter and 
John, though they also entered the sepulchre according to 
the latter’s Gospel, make no mention of having seen an 
angel or angels at all. As the wind bloweth where it listeth, 
so ik appear only to whom they will, and are not seen 

y all. 

The seeming discrepancy can, however, also be explained 
in another way. According to St. John’s account Mary Mag- 
dalene saw the two angels after he and Peter had departed 
from the sepulchre; hence the angels may have come for her 
benefit especially. Moreover, we are warranted in explaining 
the text of Luke in such a way as to show that no one but 
Mary saw two angels at the sepulchre; for, although he says 
that “two men stood by them (the women) in shining gar- 
ments,” he afterwards says that “it was Mary Magdalene, and 
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Joanna, and Mary the mother of James, and other women 
that were with them, which told these things unto the apos- 
tles.” Hence he wishes us to understand what the women, 
all and singular, witnessed, although only Mary may have 
seen two angels, the others having seen but one. This is, 
perhaps, the best way to explain the words of St. Luke; and 
when they are so explained there is no longer even a seeming 
oe cereney between his account and that of the other evan- 
gelists. 

The following fact is recorded by Mark and John, but 
omitted by Matthew and Luke: 


“Now when Jesus was risen early the first day of the week, He ap- 
peared firat to Mary Magdalene, out of whom He had cast sev+n devils, 
And she went and told them that had been with Him, as they mourned and 
wep’. And they, when trey had heard that he was alive, and had been 
seen of her, believed not.” John’s account is fuller. ‘‘ But Mary stood 
without at the sepulchre weeping: and as she wept, she stooped down, and 
looked into the sepulchre, and seeth two angels in white sitting, the one at 
the head, and the other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain. And 
they say unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? She saith unto them, Be- 
cause they have taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid 
Him. And when she had thus said, she turned herself back, and saw Jesus 
standing, and knew not that it was Je ns. Jesus saith unto her, Woman, 
why weepest thou? Whom aseekest thon? She, supposing Him to be the 
gardener, saith unto Hin, Sir, if Thou have borne Him hence, tell me where 
Thou hast laid Him, and I will take Him away. Jesus saith unto her, 
Mary. She turned herself, and aaith unto Him, Rabbuni; which is to say, 
Master. Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to 
my Father: but goto my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my 
Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God. Mary Magda- 
lene came and told the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and that He 
had spoken these things unto her.” 

Luke 24, 12 we read: “Then arose Peter, and ran unto the sepulchre; 
and stooping down. he beheld the linen clothes Jaid by themeelves, and de- 
parted, wondering in himeelf at that which was come to pars.” That he 
went to the sepulchre after he had been informed by Mary that it was 
empty. is plaiu from the account given by St. Johu: “The first day of the 
week cometh Mary Magdalene early unto the repulchre, and seeth the stone 
taken away from the sepulchre. Then she runneth, and cometh to Simon 
Peter, and to the other disciple, whom Jesus loved, and saith unto them, 
They have taken awav the Lord out of the sepulchre, and we know not 
where they have Jaid Him. Peter therefore went forth, and that other dis- 
ciple and came to the sepulchre. So they ran both together: and the other 
disciple did outrun Peter, and came first to the sepulchre. And he stoup- 
ing down, saw the linen clothes lying; yet went he not in. Then cometh 
Simon Peter following him, and went into the sepulchre, and seeth the linen 
clothes lie, and the napkin, that was about His head, not lying with the 
linen clothes, but wrapped together in a place by itself. Then went in also 
that other disciple, which came first to the sepulchre, and he saw, and be- 
lieved. For as yet they knew not the Scripture, that He must ree aguin 
from the dead. Then the disciples went away again to their own home.” 
Tt waa after these disciples had gone home that Mary Magdalene, who also 
had come to the sepulchre after them, saw the Lord, in the manner already 


described. 
St. Mark says: “After that””—namely after Jesus had ap- 
peared to Mary Magdalene—He appeared in another form 
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unto two of them, as they walked, and went into the country. 
And they went and told it unto the residue: neither believed 
they them. This is more fully set forth by Luke in the fol- 
lowing words: 


“And, behold, two of them went that same day to a village called Em- 
mau-, whick was from Jerusalem about three-score furlongs. And they 
talked together of all these things which had happened. And it came to 
pass, that, while they communed and reasoned, Jesus Himself drew near, 
and went with them. But their eyes were holden that they should not know 
Him. And He said unto them, What manner of communications are these 
that ye have one to another, as ye walk, and are sad? And the one of them, 
- whose name was Cleopas, answering said unto Him, Art Thou only a stran- 
ger in Jerusalem, and hast not known the things which are come to pass 
there in there days? And He said unto them, What things? And they said 
unto Him, Concerding Jesus of Nazareth, which was a prophet mighty in 
deed and word before God and all the people: and how the chief priests and 
our rulers delivered Him to be condemned to death, and have crucified 
Him. But we trusted that it had been He which should have redeemed Is- 
rael: and beside all this, to-day is the third day since these things were 
done. Yea, and certain women also of our company made us astonished, 
which were early at the sepulchre; and when they found not His body, they 
came, saying, that they had also seen a vision of angels, which said that He 
was alive. And certain of them which were with us went to the sepulchre, 
and found it even so as the women had said: but Him they saw not. Then 
He said unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the proph- 
ets have spoken: ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter 
into His glory? And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, He ex- 
pounded unto them in al] the Scriptures the things concerning Himeelf. 
And they drew nigh unto the village, whither they went: and He made as 
though He would have gone further. But they constrained Him, saying, 
Abide with us; for it is toward evening, and the day is far spent. And He 
went in to tarry with them. And it came to pass, as He sat at meat with 
them. He took bread, and blessed it, and brake, and gave to them. And 
their eyes were opened, and they knew Him; and He vanished out of their 
sight, And they said one to another, Did not our heart burn within us, 
while He talked with us by the way, and while He opened to us the Scrip- 
tures? And they rose up the same hour, and returned tw Jerusalem, and 
fonnd the eleven gathered together, avd them that were with them, saying, 
The Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared toSimon. And they told what 
nite — done in the way, and how He was known of them in breaking 
of bread. 


The other Gospels—Matthew and John—make no men- 
tion of the journey to Emmaus. 


“And as they thus spake,” says Luke 24, 36-48, “Jesus Himself stood 
in the midst of them, and saith unto them, Peace be unt» you. But they 
were terrified and affrighted, and supposed that they had seen a apirit. And 
He said unto them, Why are ye troubled? And why do thoughts arise in 
your hearts? Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself: handle me, 
and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have. And 
when He had thus spoken, He showed them His hands and His feet, And 
while they yet believed not for joy, and wondered, He said unto them, 
Have ye any meat? And they gave Him a piece of a broiled fish, and of a 
honeycomb, And He took it and did eat before them. And He said unto 
them, These are the words which I spake unto you, while I was yet with 
you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of 
Moses, and in the prophets, and in the Psalms, concerning me. Thus 
opened He their understanding, that they might understand the Scriptures, 
and said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behooved Christ to suf- 
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fer, and to rise from the dead the third day; and that repentance and re- 
mission of sins should be preached in His name among all nations begin- 
ning at Jerusalem. And ye are witnesses of these things.” 

The parallel passage in John is: “Then the same day at 
evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were 
shut where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, 
came Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto them, 
Peace be unto you. And when He had so said, He showed 
unto them His hands and His side. Then were the disciples 
glad, when they saw the Lord. Then said Jesus to them 
again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even 
so send I you. And when He had said this, He breathed on 
them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost: 
Whosesoever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; 
and whosesoever sins ye retain, they are retained.” 

Although the two accounts we have quoted differ, they 
are not in any sense or degree antagonistic, but complemen- 
tary: they are in thorough harmony with each other, and 
give us a complete view of what occurred on the evening of 
the day of the resurrection. 

The record of the same fact as given by Mark is very 
short: “Afterward He appeared unto the eleven as they sat 
at meat, and upbraided them with their unbelief and hard- 
ness of heart, because they believed not them which had seen 
Him after He was risen.” We regard this as a parallel pas- 
sage to those we have just quoted from Luke and John, al- 
though we are not unaware of the fact that some have re- 
garded it as belonging to the last appearance of Christ unto 
His disciples just prior to His ascension into heaven. To us 
it seems much better to refer it to the evening of the day of 
the resurrection; for how could the Savior upbraid the dis- 
ciples, at the last meeting He had with them, for not believ- 
ing what those told them who had seen Him after He was 
risen? Had not all the disciples, even Thomas himself, seen 
Him with their own eyes and on various occasions, and had 
they not rejoiced in the fact that they had seen Him and 
heard Him and conversed with Him? Whatever weakness 
the disciples may have had forty days after the resurrection 
they certainly did not any longer doubt whether Christ ha: 
risen or not. Of that fact they were thoroughly convinced, 
as their own words and actions abundantly testify. We, 
therefore, feel justified in calling the passage cited from 
Mark a parallel to the quotations we have made from Luke 
and John. ‘ 

Matthew tells us that when the women were going, “be- 
hold, some of the watch came into the city, and showed unto 
the chief priests all the things that were done. And when 
they were assembled with the elders, and had taken counsel, 
they gave large money unto the soldiers, saying, Say ye, His 
disciples came by night, and stole Him away while we slept. 
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And if this come to the governor's ears, we will persuade him 
and secure you. So they took the money, and did as they 
were taught: and this saying is commonly reported among 
the Jews until this day.” 

We will now take up the account given by St. John in 
regard to Thomas: ‘‘ But Thomas one of the twelve, called 
Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came. The other 
disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen the Lord. 
But he said unto them, Except I shall see in His hands the 
print of the nails, and thrust my hand into His side, I will 
not believe. And after eight days again His disciples were 
within, and Thomas with them: then came Jesus, the doors 
being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto 

ou. Thus saith He to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and 

ehold my hands; and reach hither ay hand, and thrust it 
into my side; and be not faithless, but believing. And 
Thomas answered and said unto Him, My Lord and my God. 
Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me 
thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and 
yet have believed.” 

The same writer also says: ‘‘After these things Jesus 
showed Himself again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias; 
and on this wise showed He Himself. There were together 
Simon Peter, and Thomas called meee and Nathaneal of 
Cana in Galilee, and the sons of Zebedee, and two other of 
His disciples. Simon Peter saith unto them, I go a fishing. 
They say unto him, We also go with thee. They went forth, 
and entered into a ship immediately; and that night they 
caught nothing. But when the morning was now come, Jesus 
stood on the shore; but the disciples knew not that it was 
Jesus. Then Jesus saith unto them, Children, have ye any 
meat? They answered Him, No. And He said unto them, 
Cast the net on the right side of the ship, and ye shall find. 
They cast therefore, and now they were not able to draw it for 
the multitude of fishes. Therefore that disciple whom Jesus 
loved saith unto Peter, It is the Lord. Now when Simon Peter 
heard that it was the Lord, he girt his fisher’s coat unto him 
(for he was asked), and did cast himself into the sea. And 
the other disciple came in a little ship, (for they were not far 
from land, but as it was two hundred cubits), dragging the 
net with fishes. As soon then as they were come to land, 
they saw a fire of coals there, and fish laid thereon, and bread. 
Jesus saith unto them, Bring of the fish which ye have now 
caught. Simon Peter went up, and drew the net to land full 
of great fishes, a hundred and fifty and three: and for all 
there were so many, yet was not the net broken. Jesus saith 
unto them, Come and dine, And none of the disciples durst 
ask Him, Who art Thou? knowing that it was the Lord. 
Jesus then cometh, and taketh bread, and giveth them, and 
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fish likewise. This is now the third time that Jesus showed 
ee to His disciples, after that He was risen from the 
ead. 

“So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, 
Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? He 
saith unto Him, Yea, Lord; Thou knowest that I love Thee. 
He saith unto him, Feed my lambs. He saith to him again 
the second time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? He 
saith unto Him, Yea, Lord, Thou knowest that I love Thee. 
He saith unto him, Feed my sheep. He saith unto him the 
third time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? Peter was 
grieved becanse He said unto him the third time, lovest thou 
me? And hesaid unto Him, Lord, Thou knowest all things; 
Thon knowest that Ilove Thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed 
my sheep. Verily, verily, I say unto thee, When thou wast 
young, thou girdest thyself, and walkedst whither thou 
wouldest: but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch 
forth thy hands, and another shall gird thee, and carry thee 
whither thou wouldest not. This spake He, signifying by 
what death he should glorify God. And when He had spoken 
this, He saith unto him, Follow me. Then Peter, turning 
about, seeth the disciple whom Jesus loved following; which 
also leaned on His breast at supper, and said, Lord, which is 
he that betrayeth Thee? Peter seeing him saith to Jesus, Lord, 
and what shall this man do? Jesus saith unto him, If I will 
that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee? Follow thou me. 
Then went this saying abroad among the brethren, that that 
disciple should not die: yet Jesus said not unto him, He shall 
not die; but, If I will that he tarry till I come, What is that 
to thee? This is the disciple which testifieth of those things, 
and wrote those things: and we know that his testimony is 
true.” 

Matthew takes us into Galilee in this wise: ‘‘Then the 
eleven disciples went away into Galilee, into a mountain 
where Jesus had appointed them. And when they saw Him 
they worshiped Him: but some doubted. And Jesus came and 
spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven 
and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptiz- 
ing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe all things whatso- 
ever I have commanded you: and, lo, J am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the world. Amen.” 

The parallel to this is found in the words of St. Mark: 
“And He said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and 

reach the Gospel to every creature. He that believeth and 
is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be 
damned; And these signs shall follow them that believe ; Jn 
my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with 
new tongues; they shall take up serpents; and if they drink 
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any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay 
hands on the sick, and they shall recover.” Although St. 
Augustine regarded this passage as belonging to the account 
of what took place on Easter evening, we think there are 
more points of coincidence in it with what Matthew records, 
than with the record of Luke and John to which the illustri- 
ous church-father refers. 

Christ’s sojourn on earth closes with His ascension into 
heaven. ‘So then, after the Lord had spoken unto them, He 
was received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of 
God, And they went forth, and preached everywhere, the 
Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs 
following. Amen.” Mark 16, 19-20. Following is Luke’s 
account: “And He led them out as far as to Bethany, and 
He lifted up His hands and blessed them. And it came to 
pass, while He blessed them, He was parted from them, and 
carried up into heaven. And they worshiped Him, and re- 
turned to Jerusalem with great joy: and were continually in 
the temple, praising and blessing God. Amen.” Luke 24, 
50-53. in the first chapter of Acts the same writer gives us 
a succinct statement as to what occurred from the resurrec- 
tion to the ascension of our blessed Lord—a statement from 
which we learn what length of time intervened between the 
two glorious events: “The former treatise have I made, O 
Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach, 
until the day in which He was taken up, after that He 
through the Holy Ghost had given commandments unto the 
Apostles whom He had chosen: to whom also He showed 
Himself alive after His passion by many infallible proofs, 
being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things 
pertaining to the kingdom of God: and being assembled to- 
gether with them, commanded them that they should not 
depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the 
Father, which, saith He, ye have heard of me. For John 
truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the 
Holy Ghost not many days hence. When they therefore 
were come together, they asked of Him, saying, Lord, wilt 
Thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel? And 
He said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or 
the seasons, which the Father hath put in His own power. 
But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come 
upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jeru- 
salem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the utter- 
most part of the earth. And when He had spoken these 
things, while they beheld, He was taken up; and a cloud re- 
ceived Him out of their sight. And while they looked stead- 
fastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, two men stood 
by them in white apparel; which also said, Ye men of Gali- 
lee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, 
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which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like 
manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven. Then returned 
they unto Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is 
from Jerusalem a Sabbath day’s journey.” Acts 1, 1-12. 

St. Paul’s record of the resurrection is found in 15. chap- 
ter of 1 Corinthians, vv. 8-8: “For I delivered unto you first 
of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our 
sins according to the Scriptures; and that He was buried, 
and that He rose again the third day according to the Scrip- 
tures; and that He was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve; 
after that, He was seen of above five hundred brethren at 
once; of whom the greater part remain unto the present, but 
some are fallen asleep. After that He was seen of James; 
then of all the Apostles. And last of all He was seen of me 
also, as of one born out of due time.” 

It will thus be seen that the account given by the sacred 
writers of the resurrection of Jesus from the dead, is in har- 
mony with the transcendent importance of that glorious and 
wonderful event. 

We will now examine some of the more 


DIFFICULT POINTS CONNECTED WITH THE HISTORY OF THE 
RESURRECTION, 


ad. As to the time of the resurrection. It took. place on the 
third day after the crucifixion. How does this fact harmo- 
nize with the Savior’s statement, that “as Jonas was three 
days and three nights in the whale’s belly; so shall the Son 
of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the 
earth?” Matt. 12, 40. From Friday evening to Sunday 
morning we have but two nights and one full day, with a part 
of Friday and a part of Sunday. How, then, could the Savior 
say that He would be three days and especially three nights in 
the heart of the earth? He could do so according to the cus- 
tom of the age in which He spoke; for at that time a part of 
a day was penueney spoken of as if it were a whole day com- 
posed of a day and a night. Jesus was buried before six 
o’clock on Friday evening—for the Jewish Sabbath began at 
six on Friday evening, and we learn from John XIX, that the 
bodies of those that were crucified were not permitted to re- 
main on the cross on the Sabbath day—and Thursday night 
was reckoned with Friday; and He rose early on Sunday 
morning. Thus three days in whole or in part were identified 
with the time of His stay in the grave; and as part of days 
were regarded and spoken of by the Jews as whole days, the 
Savior’s language is easily explained and shown to be in har- 
mony with the facts in the case involved. ; : 

9. Another point which presents some difficulty, is the 
appearance of Christ to Mary Magdalene. Mark and John tell 
us that He appeared unto her first of all. But Matthew says 
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that Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went early on the 
first day of the week to see the sepulchre, and that the angel 
said unto the women. Fear not ye, etc., “and as they went 
to tell His disciples, behold Jesus met them, saying, All hail. 
And they came and held Him by the feet, and worshipped 
Him.” Now the question arises, How could Jesus appear first 
to Mary Magdalene, seeing that she went with the other women 
to see the sepulchre? The matter can be best explained in 
this way: When the women approached the sepulchre and 
were talking about the question as to who would roll the stone 
away from the door for them, they looked and saw that the 
stone was already rolled away ; then Mary Magdalene, suppos- 
ing the body to have been taken away, immediately went 
back, without further examining the sepulchre, whilst the 
other women remained and were spoken to by the angel and 
aftarwards met by the Lord. This isin harmony with John’s 
statement, who mentions only Mary Magdalene as having 
gone to the sepulchre: “She seeth,” says he “the stone taken 
away from the sepulchre. Then she runneth and cometh to 
Simon Peter, and the other disciple, whom Jesus loved, and 
saith unto them, They have taken away the Lord out of the 
sepulchre and we know not where they have laid Him.” 
Having thus informed Peter and John, he followed them to 
the sepulchre, and while there she saw, not only the angels, 
but the Savior Himself, who appeared afterwards to the other 
women in her absence. 

8. Another difficulty and one which Nebe calls a crue 
interpretum, is the fact that Christ said to Mary Magdalene, 
“Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father,” 
although He permitted the other women to hold Him by the 
feet, and said to the doubting disciples, ‘‘Behold my hands 
and my feet, that it is I myself: Aandle me, and see; for a spirit 
hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have,” and to Thomas: 
“Reach hither thy hand, and thrust i into my side; and be not 
faithless, but believing.” Why. then, did He tell Mary not 
to touch Him? After studying the various interpretations 
both ancient and modern, we are convinced that Nebe is, for 
the most part, right when he says: “To me this statement 
does not by any means seem so difficult as it is commonly re- 
garded. If we translate the words: yj you axcov, do not lay 
hold of me, do not cling to me, do not hold me so fast, as they can, 
according to the judgment of all exegetes and lexicographers 
unhesitatingly be rendered, then the situation presents itself 
to us thus: By His voice Mary recognized the Lord whom 
she had sought with grief, she runs toward Hin, casts herself, 
or is just about to cast herself, at His feet, in order to seize 
and hold Him fast whom she so unexpectedly found and 
whom God’s grace had so wonderfully presented to her again, 
her object being to prevent His being taken away from her 
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again. Is not this rushing forward, in order, as it were, to 
take possession of Him and to lay hold on Him with her 
hand, so as to compel Him to remain with her, perfectly ex- 
plainable? What does a man do when he finds a treasure 
which had been taken away from him and to which his 
lust had clung? He seizes it with both hands. A man 
who, by the grace of God, finds a friend, in the full vigor 
of life and healthy in body, soul and spirit, embraces him 
and pressses him to his bosom with joy and rapture, be- 
cause he has him again. Mary does not in her excite- 
ment and enraptured condition overlook the fact that there 
is a barrier between herself and the risen One; she there- 
fore does not put her arms around Him, but sinks down 
at His feet and lays hold of His knees. She rejoices that 
she has Him again, and wishes to hold Him fast that He 
may remain with her. To this conception of the matter the 
reason given by Christ for His command is eminently appro- 

riate: “Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my 

ather.” She does not need to hold Him fast so convulsively; 
there is as yet no danger; she shall not see Him this once 
only, and then no more; the hour of separation has not yet 
come; He will remain on earth for the present; He will con- 
tinue for a time with His own. How long she shall yet have 
Him, He does not intimate; but He does certainly hint at the 
fact that He has not come to remain with them forever. His 
ascension has not yet taken place, but it will take place; by 
this again the fact is silently alluded to that it is well for 
Mary to seek communion with her Master in something else 
than in touching and laying hold of Him bodily.” 

On the whole we think that Nebe is right. It would, per- 
haps, be better to say that what he says is merely hinted at 
by the Savior was His chief reason for telling her not to touch 
Him. Her faith needed to be freed from a certain carnal con- 
ception she had of the way in which He is to be apprehended. 
She was to be taught, though in a different manner, the fact 
which Thomas afterwards learned, that they are blessed who 
have not seen, and yet have believed. 

4, The last difficulty which we shall notice is the ques- 
tion: How does it come that Luke tells us that the two dis- 
ciples on returning to Jerusalem from Emmaus, found the 
eleven gathered together, although St. John says that Thomas 
was not with them? Judas Iscariot had hung himeelf, and 
hence the number of the disciples was reduced to eleven, but 
with Thomas absent there were but ten. The reason, no 
doubt, why Luke speaks of the eleven being found together, is 
because that was the technical term or name by which they 
were known; just as we would speak of the Board of Diree- 
tors of our Seminary being gathered together, although one 
or more of them might be absent. Ofcourse, Luke and Mark 
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take notice of the fact. that there were really but eleven dis- 
ciples, seeing that Judas could never meet with them again. 
St. Paul, however, says that the Lord was seen of Cephas, 
then of the twelve, thus using the original name as if Judas 
had not disappeared from the number. The same explana- 
tion holds good in either case: the numbers twelve and eleven 
were used respectively to designate the disciples who were 
made apostles, whether all of them were present at any par- 
ticular meeting or not. ALP: 





ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. 
BY REV. W. SCHMIDT. 


Some time ago a circular was sent to representative men 
of the different denominations of our land, asking them to 
what extent the orthodox doctrines of the creation, of eternal 
punishment and others had been causing trouble in their re- 
spective churches. The Lutheran representative answered, 
and no doubt truthfully, that these questions had not even 
been mooted in our church. Confining ourselves here to the 
doctrine of eternal punishment we make bold to say: a Lu- 
theran who believes in the great doctrine of the Reforma- 
tion,—the absolute authority of the Word of God in all 
things of which it treats ;—who believes the entire Bible to 
be the truth and not only to contain the truth; who still has 
the old spirit of Luther which Zwingli and Calvin and the 
Reformed generally did not have, and do not have to-day,— 
the spirit of unconditional obedience to the plain teachings 
of Holy Writ that cannot be shaken by any rationalizing or 
spiritualizing process: such a Lutheran Christian cannot for 
a moment doubt the Bible doctrine of eternal punishment. 
It is taught in unmistakable terms. Matt. 25, 46, Christ 
Himself says: ‘“‘And these ’”’—the unrighteous, the accursed— 
“shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the right- 
eous into life eternal,” and St. Mark 9, 44, He speaks of hell 
as the place “where their worm dieth not and the fire is not 
quenched.”—It is not necessary to multiply such passages. 
They are as plain as human language can make them. The 
wicked, the unbelievers who die in their sins, who despise 
the wedding garment of the king’s son—Christ’s precious 
blood and righteousness,—and dare to appear before the king 
in the filthy, ragged garment of their own selfrighteousness, 
will be cast into the place of everlasting punishment where 
they will suffer awful tortures both in body and soul. Before 
a Lutheran could deny this or any other doctrine of the Bible 
he would have to deny the great Lutheran principle of the 
absolute authority of the Word of God in all matters of 
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faith; the principle which our Lutheran Symbols have 
adopted and consistently defended against all rationalism 
and infidelity. A Lutheran must cease to be such before he 
can doubt any Scripture doctrine. 

The Reformed churches have no such strong wall to hold 
back the floods of rationalism and infidelity. On the con- 
trary, the very doctrines that distinguish them from the Lu- 
theran church and make them distinctively Reformed are 
founded upon a hole in the wall. Zwingli and Calvin by 
their doctrine of the Lord’s Supper, their tenacious defense 
of the right to change the plain literal meaning of a Bible 

assage, when this is as repugnant to human reason as the 
iteral sense of the words of institution, actually opened the 
flood-gates to rationalism. That Reformed churches have 
for so many years still held many precious Bible doctrines 
proves nothing to the contrary. It only proves the happy 
inconsistency that kept them from applying their principle 
of interpretation as used in the doctrine of the Lord’s Sup- 
er with equal boldness to all the doctrines of the Bible. 

he open denial of all the fundamental doctrines of God’s 
Word is but a consistent, legitimate result of that one wrong 
principle of Biblical exegesis. If Zwingli had the right to 
change the little word “is” into the entirely different word 
“signifies” on the plea of the absurdity of the literal sense, 
Beecher, Newman & Co., incontestably have the same right 
to change the doctrine of eternal punishment into whatever 
they may see fit on the plea of absurdity and immorality, 
Tf all signs do not fail, the Reformed churches are about to 
reap a great storm in all the fundamental Bible doctrines as a 

unishment for having sowed wind in the doctrine of the 
Lord's Supper. The representatives of the Reformed churches 
could not answer like the Lutheran that the doctrine of eter- 
nal punishment and others mentioned were still believed by 
their entire churches as far as they knew. Several admitted 
that a revolution was going on among them with regard to 
these doctrines. We do not wonder at this. Once admitting 
the principle that human reason may in extreme cases sit in 
judgment over the Word of God, as the Reformed in the doc- 
trine of the Holy Eucharist practically do, where is the au- 
thority to hold reason back from upsetting the whole Bible? 
This Luther clearly recognized. With prophetic mind he 
foresaw that the smallest hole in the solid wall of divine tes- 
timony would in course of time cause the entire wall to 


tumble. Therefore he would rather have given up his life 


than the one little word “is”; and much as he has been de- 


famed and denounced for it, as though his stubbornness, his 
overbearing spirit that was born to rule and could brook no 
opposition was the cause of the sad split in the Protestant 
church in his brave struggle against the Sacramentarians 
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served his God and his church just as well and was he just 
as great asin his heroic defense of the doctrine of justifica- 
tion by faith against the Romish Antichrist. We must have 
the entire Bible or we will soon have no Bible at all. If rea- 
son can change and master revelation in one place, why not 
in all? If Zwingli believed one or two holes in the solid wall 
of the unconditional authority of the Bible to be allowable, 
why should not Mr. Swing desire and declare that wall to be 
“all hole,” as a good friend of ours once remarked when he 
had found a stone that hada hole lined with crystal: “that 
stone would be much prettier if it were all hole?” 

The doctrine of eternal punishment seems to become un- 
popular very rapidly in some of our American churches, es- 

ecially since a few bold Rationalists like Beecher have open- 
f denounced it as monstrous and barbarous. The notorious 

enry Ward tells us in the kind complimentary way so 
natural to Liberals that in a few years no intelligent pulpit 
will advocate this relic of barbarism, the orthodox doctrine of 
hell, any longer. That ought to settle the whole matter for 
thinking Christians! If a few old-fashioned Lutherans, some 
Roman Catholics, who allow their Priests to do their think- 
ing for them and perhaps some other narrow-minded Chris- 
tians should still continue to believe the Bible doctrine of 
eternal punishment even after Mr. “B's” time of grace for 
their enlightenment has expired, all the worse for them, the 
poor unintelligent beings! Some churchmembers have be- 
come so refined and enlightened by the Liberal preachers that 
they are shocked when they hear a Lutheran minister warn 
his people from the Word of God against eternal punish- 
ment. They think we are using profane language in the 
pulpit when we speak of the devil, of hell, and of damna- 
tion. The change of the plain and forcible saxon word 
“hell” into “hades” in the revised translation of the New 
Testament seems to have met an actual demand of our lib- 
eral time. 

The men who deny the endless punishment of the wicked 
may be divided into two classes: those who deny any punish- 
ment whatever after death, and those who believe in a pun- 
ishment for a time only. The former boldly declare that for 
the wicked death means annihilation and that it is absurd to 
speak of eternal death, because death is instantaneous. They 
affect great reverence for the literal sense of the Scriptures 
and profess to believe in the annihilation of the wicked be- 
cause the only literal meaning of death can be annihilation, 
to be no more. The fact that God breathed His own immor- 
tal breath into Adam’s nostrils and thus gave him an im- 
mortal soul, does not seem to trouble these Nihilists. The 
many passages of Holy Writ that speak in the most emphatic 
terms of the eternity of the suffering of the wicked, are to 
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them nothing but exceptions to their boasted rule of literal 
interpretation, though everybody else would wonder why the 
One case should establish the rule and the hundred cases be 
exceptions. The Bible doctrine of the three different kinds 
of death, namely the spiritual death, which came on Adam 
the moment he partook of the forbidden fruit and consists in 
the loss of the image of God and in the total depravity of our 
soul, the bodily death which consists in the parting of soul 
and body and the eternal death which means eternal punish- 
ment, the endless absence from God, the source of all life, 
never seems to have entered the minds of these advocates of 
annihilation. 

The other class of Liberals are not quite as bold as these. 
They also deny eternal punishment, but graciously allow God 
to punish the godless fora time. We think it was an Epis- 
copal minister of New York who wrote not long ago that he 
found no difficulty to harmonize this theory with the most 
dreadful declarations of God’s Word. The fact that in the 
Old Testament the word eternal or its synonyms are some- 
times used to express simply a very long time—not actual 
eternity, seems to favor this theory. But in all such in- 
stances the limitation of the time is given by the text itself 
or by the nature of the case. When it is said Exodus 21, 6, 
that the servant shall serve his master forever, everyone 
knows that a continued, lifelong slavery is meant which 
naturally ends with the death of the servant. And when 
the Lord said concerning the passover Exod. 12, 14, “ye shall 
keep it a feast by an ordinance forever,” the time is naturally 
limited to the Old Covenant, for when the true Antitype of 
all the paschal lambs had come, the shadow, the image had 
to give way to the body. But no sign of such limitation can 
be found in the inspired expressions that tell us of the end- 
less punishment of the damned. 

On the contrary the eternity of punishment in hell is 
described with the very same terms used to describe the eter- 
nity of life in heaven. Matt. 25, 46, the Savior says: And 
these shall go away into everlasting punishment (xodaow 
aid)! but the righteous into life eternal (fwyy ade), It 
would indeed be nothing short of grammatical and exegetical 
suicide to deny that the word ‘“‘eternal” in this and other 
passages does mean the same endlessness of time when re- 
ferring to hell as when referring to heaven. That would pro- 
claim the impossibility of expressing a thought in human 
language, or at least the inability of the Holy Ghost to do so. 
And yet our liberal theologians are very willing to let the 
eternity of heavenly joy stand, because that suits their feel- 
ings, while they deny the eternity of punishment, because 


that does not suit them. ; cog 
Who does not see at a glance that this theory is in fact 


24 
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nothing more than a repetition of the old papal figment of 
purgatory, that has been denounced and decided by Protest- 
ants as the hight of superstition until now, according to the 
old maxim that extremes meet, the most liberal or rather 
sceptical Protestants return to it. As the Romanists are lib- 
eral enough to consign only the most wicked criminals di- 
rectly to hell while all those that are not as yet good enough for 
heaven nor bad enough for hell must serve their time of punish- 
ment and purification in purgatory: liberal theologians would 
probably find little difficulty in joining hands with Rome 
in this doctrine, for on account of a few wretches like Judas 
Iscariot or Guiteau they would no doubt be willing to stretch 
their principles a little and not pick a quarrel with his Holi- 
ness of the Vatican. Here we learn again that the Romish 
system of doctrine is a goud deal more than a gross calcula- 
tion to get money out of the people, as some are inclined to 
believe. That practical aim can indeed be found in many 
Romish doctrines, especially in the doctrine of purgatory. 
But that is not all by anv means. This Romish doctrine of 
future punishment for a time and a chance to be saved even 
after death is one of the shrewdest adaptations to the desires 
and inclinations of the depraved natural heart; it is a pam- 
pering and flattering of the old Adam that is all the more 
dangerous, because, at a superficial glance, the flesh seems to 
suffer by it most severely. As by their semipelagian doctrine 
of justification they foster the Pharisaical pride and self- 
righteousness of the natural man, though on the face of 
things they would make it appear that they crucified the old 
Adam by fastings and all kinds of mortifications; and as by 
doing the thinking for the laity, which seems so preposterous 
to many Protestants, the Romish hierarchy very shrewdly re- 
lies upon and encourages spiritual laziness: so by their doc- 
trine of purgatory, even though it be pictured with all the 
tortures which the vivid imagination of Dante could conjure 
up, they actually meet the old Adam more than half-ways in 
his deepest desires, and try to take the sting out of death and 
rob hell of its victory. That has been dune indeed; death 
and hell are conquered, God be even praised for it! But it 
has not been done and never can be done by bold denial of 
the doctrine of eternal punishment whether Romanists or the 
advanced Liberals of our times undertake the task. The 
sainted Apostle could shout triumphantly: death where is 
thy sting, hell where is thy victory! But he could do so not 
because he denied eternal punishment but because he be- 
lieved in Christ who conquered death and hell. Alas for the 
folly of men! The boasted reasoning of modern sceptics will 
not save men from eternal punishment, just as little as the 
dearly bought letters of indulgence hrought forgiveness of 
sins to the poor ignorant Roman Catholics. Whether our 
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Liberals deny all future punishment and believe in the an- 
nihilation of the wicked, or whether they admit a future 
punishment for a certain time: their teachings are alike un- 
scriptural and therefore false. 

But this does not in the least deter our modern Liberals 
from pushing their claim as reformers of the old church-con- 
fessions with the utmost bravado. They try to outdo each 
other in witty criticisms on the old truths, and, we must add, 
in blasphemies against the triune God. While the boldest 
among them simply reject all Scripture passages that speak 
of eternal punishment as human inventions, the more cau- 
tious but less honest try to read their denial of this Bible 
doctrine into the Bible. Their arguments are all of the same 
kind, in fact there is but one argument used. Because God is 
love therefore, they say, He cannot punish the sinner eternal- 
ly. What a monster God would be, they exclaim with great 
pathos, if He should rejoice in the terrible sufferings, in the 
endless tortures of His children. As it is sinful in man to 
avenge himself, how could God dare to doso! They profess 
to believe in the Gospel of grace, not of hate and malice. “I 
hate that God in which our deluded fathers believed, because 
that is not the great being of love whom we all worship,” 
one preacher will shout and the congregation will clap their 
hands and shout Amen! Another will say: “If it were not 
for this immoral doctrine of eternal punishment such good 
and learned men as Ingersoll might be pious missionaries in- 
stead of being the bitterest enemies of Christianity ”"—and 
the liberal congregation will mourn with him over the big- 
otry and narrow-mindedness of the orthodox Christians who 
drive so many good people out of the church by their old- 
fashioned doctrines. It is the same old taunt which the 
church has always had to bear, because she refused to let the 
world with all its wickedness enter and because she would 
not believe that Satan would build up the Church of Christ. 
With such cheap arguments ad hominem the advanced liberal 
preachers try to gain popularity for which they crave first, 
last, and all the time. With such transparent sophistries 
they try to sway the masses that are in return only too will- 
ing to have their consciences softly lulled to sleep by the 
siren voices of their deceivers. And when Satan has suc- 
ceeded in drawing these so-called theologians down to the 
most awful blasphemies, they by no means feel the terrible 
sin they are committing. They glory in their work of de- 
struction; pride themselves in driving. the old Bible truths 
out of the hearts of men and substituting their own carnal 
opinions. They believe to be the leaders of thought, the true 
representatives of our times or rather of the tinfes to come. 

They believe to be far ahead of the times In which so many 
poor deluded souls are still groping in the darkness of ages 
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past. They imagine themselves to be throwing a bright light 
of thought forward into the ages, a light which, similar to 
the electric headlight, has its concentrated power and bril- 
liancy in one point but which spreads as it goes, constantly 
expanding until all the world shall be illumined by its rays. 
A pity it is for these would-be reformers that inexorable his- 
tory robs them of their boasted courage and originality and 
proves the laurels which they claim for themselves to belong 
in part to the old Scholastics of the Romish church, but espe- 
cially to the old Socinians and their degenerate sons, the Ger- 
man rationalists. And even greater pity it is for them that 
the old much despised Bible has already known and charac- 
terized them by the hateful name of unregenerate, natural 
man, which is enmity against God, which hates the God of 
the Bible as a dreadful tyrant who would rob poor innocent 
men of the few pleasures this life still affords, and besides 
punish them for not denying themselves. This much how- 
ever we must say for our modern Rationalists that they do 
not take much stock in the long and difficult arguments 
brought forth by their spiritual fathers, Logic is not their 
strongest point. The armor of a Faustus Socinus is decidedly 
too heavy for them. They take a few popular ideas and ride 
these hobbies as long as anyone will pay for seeing the show. 
They do not trouble themselves with deep researches, and 
although all of them bow to the goddess of reason, the rea- 
soning power which they reveal is far below that of the old 
champions of scepticism, while their worldly-mindedness 
seems to be greater. Beecher e. g., while he detests the doc- 
trine of eternal punishment and rejects that of atonement, 
professes to believe enthusiastically in the divinity of Christ. 
His old brethren who were of a more logical turn of mind 
would have told him that his position was untenable, because 
a man who committed such terrible blunders as preaching 
atonement and eternal punishment could never be God. But 
our modern Liberals care very little about such small logical 
discrepancies; they want a materialistic religion of the 
broadest kind, a religion that can take in all the worldly 
pleasures such as theatres, operas, balls, etc., if they are not 
too glaringly immoral], and still safely land usin the heaven- 
ly fatherland. That these liberal theologians will gladly take 
up any new fangled theory, such as evolution, is but natural; 
it gives them a theme to talk about and affords ample room 
for displaying their rhetoric. But just as natural it is that, if 
they live long enough, they will finally land in Universalism 
or Atheism. 

The-Lutheran Church has had such sad experience with 
rationalism during the last century, when many of her sons 
had imbibed the Reformed principle of setting reason above 
the Word of God, that she abhors any second edition of it, 
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however much it may be changed and remodeled to suit the 
times. Though such theological lights as Beecher, Newman, 


Swing and others who contemptuously throw aside the doc- - 


trine of eternal punishment should dazzle the minds of peo- 
ple as an Edison electric lamp dazzles the eye: taey have 
something else in common with the electric light, they have 
a deathly glare. Besides they are artificial lights like these ; 
a little flaw in the machinery, a single omission of a new 
charge, and the light of both, the electric lamp and the Lib- 
eral theologian, goes out as ignobly as an old lantern whose 
tallow candle had burned down. Christians will continue to 
follow the light of God’s Word which will never extinguish, 
even though the sun, the moon and the stars should fall down 
from heaven and pass away. 

That the doctrine of eternal punishment sends terror to: 
the soul of man, who would deny that? It is a most solemn 
doctrine that can shake the innermost parts of man. We 
cannot conceive of anyone preaching this doctrine with a 
light heart; we can only speak and preach about it with sad- 
ness. It is the doctrine of the law of Jehovah carried to its 
last terrible point against the transgressors of the law. If 
the entire law sends terror to the heart of the unregenerate 
man the doctrine of eternal punishment is the real cause of 
his terror. In it the thunders of Sinai are concentrated, as 
it were; in it they culminate. And that is the very object 
of this solemn doctrine of eternal punishment; it should ter- 
tify the unregenerate man, arouse him out of his spiritual 
sleep, reveal to him his utter helplessness and carry him to 
the eink of despair; for then alone when the heart is broken 
by the hammer of the law can the balm of Gilead, the hlood 
of the Savior, heal the soul and save it from hell. But the 
fact that this doctrine shocks and terrifies our souls proves 
absolutely nothing against its truth. If our feelings were to 
decide what is true or false in the Bible, not a single Chris- 
tian doctrine would stand; for as it was in olden times, so it 
is to-day: even the sweetest and most comforting Gospel 
truths, to say nothing of the stern demands of the divine 
law, are an offense to the Jews and foolishness to the Greek. 
We might as well prove the lawfulness of polygamy from the 
feelings of a Mormon as to prove the absurdity or immorality 
of eternal punishment from the feelings of some rationalist 
or any other man. : 

If we know nothing more about the doctrine of eternal 
unishment but the solemn declarations of the Bible that 
ent will be inflicted upon the godless; if we 
cient reason why it should take place; if we 
n for it: we would still believe 
God is just, though we cannot 
But God has helped our 


p 
such a punishm 


knew of no suffi ; 
had no adequate cause to assig 
it, because God tells us so. 

fathom His ways and designs. 


‘ 
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weakness, revealed the causes of damnation and. fully proved 
its necessity to us in His holy Word, that we might never be 
tempted to doubt His justice or His mercy. The deeper our 
insight into the holy Scriptures, the firmer we will be con- 
vinced not only that eternal punishment will surely be the 
doom of those who die in their sins without faith in their 
Redeemer, but also that nothing short of infinite suffering 
can appease the infinite wrath of God against sin, and pay 
for the infinite crime of the creature rebelling against its 
Creator. As pelagianism is really at the root of rationalism, 
also of the denial of the doctrine of eternal punishment: so 
the Biblical, Lutheran doctrine of sin and of redemption 
clearly and incontrovertibly proves the necessity of eternal 
punishment. The seat of unbelief in this as in other doc- 
trines is the unconverted heart of the sceptic. He has no 
true knowledge of sin; never felt the thunders of Sinai; does 
not believe in the total depravity of the natural man; has no 
idea of the heinousness of sin, and naturally thinks God a 
tyrant for inflicting such terrible punishment for such a little 
offense as man may be guilty of in his short life here on 
earth. But if we rightly understand the nature of sin, and 
the infinite ransom which our Savior had to pay in order to 
deliver us from sin and hell, we will never for a moment 
doubt the doctrine of eternal punishment. If we should do 
so, we would at the same time deny the doctrine of atone- 
ment. The one stands and falls with the other. This fact is 
proved by the rationalists themselves, As soon as one of 
them denies eternal punishment, the true doctrine of atone- 
ment is also gone, being really useless for his system. No 
wonder that such advanced Liberals of the day ridicule this 
most blessed doctrine of atonement as a coarse arithmetical 
problem. 

The greatest offering possible, the death of God Himself, 
can have been required only by a crime that merited the 
greatest suffering possible, eternal death. As the fact that 
God sent His only begotten Son to redeem the world proves 
that Christ was the only possible Mediator between God and 
man, because, as both nature and revelation prove, God never 
does anything that is unnecessary and certainly would have 
chosen an easier way if that had heen possible: so it also 
proves the terrible wickedness of sin and the necessity of the 
wages of sin, death. 

We will here adduce a portion of Dr. Philippi’s treatise 
on the office of Christ which has bearing on our subject: 
(Glaubendlehre IV Rap. 3, p. 25-31.) 

“Our faith in the expiatory death of the God-man rests 
upon the cognition of the sinful condition of our nature. If 
in our heart we place ourselves face to face with God and 
measure ourselves according to His law, we recognize the op- 
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position of our entire being and life against this divine law, 
as the revealed will of divine holiness, and must confess our- 
selves transgressors of the holy law. This experience of our 
Opposition against the divine holiness, however, has for its 
reverse the experience of the opposition of divine holiness 
against us; and the perception of the cna of the holy es- 
sence of God repelling us is nothing else but the feeling of 
divine wrath which we experience in our conscience. On 
account of our sins, therefore, there rests upon us by nature 
the divine wrath, and in the experience of the same, which 
manifests itself as a feeling of unhappiness, the just punish- 
ment of our trespass is executed. But the weight of divine 
wrath is so great and heavy, that we at the same time recog- 
nize, feel and learn in an experience that pierces marrow and 
bone, that the same cannot be appeased or satisfied with an 
momentary and passing, but only with perpetual, never end- 
ing unhappiness. The adequate punishment for the stupen- 
dous greatness of our crime is eternal death. 

“Nothing can take from us this weight of divine judg- 
ment that presses us to the ground, no works commanded by 
God, no self-invented satisfaction, no voluntary mortifica- 
tions and penances. The look at Jesus’ cross alone can re- 
lieve us of the feeling and consciousness of our indebtedness, 
because by faith we behold and experience that the divine 
wrath resting upon us has been laid upon Jesus, the holy 
Son of God, who has borne and appeased it in His death that 
we might be free from it. In this consixts the centre of the 
evangelical experience of salvation, yea the specific character 
of all true Christian faith. Behold the Lamb of God that 
taketh away the sins of the world. The chastisement of our 
peace was upon Him. The death of our Lord is penal suffer- 
ing, by which we are retleemed from punishment, therefore a 
vicarious penal suffering.” 

“But in what respect can the temporal punishment 
which our Mediator has endured, be considered a sufficient 
ransom for the eternal punishment of which we are guilty? 
To answer this question, which meets us at the very thres- 
hold of the doctrine of atonement, we will go back to the 
essence of sin in its relation to the essence of God. ; 

“Ag already the Eritis sicut Deus of the serpent in Paradise 
shows, sin in its innermost being is self-deification and there- 
fore in its true tendency destruction of God. As such it 
challenges God to effectual self-preservation, or the uncondi- 
tional reaction of divine holiness, the energy of divine wrath. 
But if this divine wrath, resting objectively in absolute 
power upon sinful humanity, should also subjectively in ab- 
solute effect realize itself upon humanity it would result 
in annihilation of the created being. For the finite creature 
may indeed by seeking the destruction of the infinite God 
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contract an intensively infinite debt, but it cannot, without 
destruction of its finite being bear the intensively infinite 
punishment adequate to this debt. _The actual annihilation 
of the creature however, far from being a sufficient atone- 
ment for the attempted deicide, would on the contrary cause 
the divine holiness to become extinct in the very moment of 
its strongest efficacy. The absolute destruction of the creat- 
ure would be the annulling of creation, not abolition of sin 
by punishment; and with the annulling of creation it would 
at the same time be the annulling of the divine plan of re- 
demption. But thereby divine love would be satisfied as 
little as divine holiness; both would, on the contrary, be 
robbed of their realization on the sinful creature. Therefore 
the objective energy of divine holiness when exercised sub- 
jectively against humanity, must be successive. The finite 
creature must indeed empty the cup of the infinite divine 
wrath to the dregs, but it cannot drain it at one time; and 
therefore divine holiness, to get its dues, transforms the in- 
tensively infinite into the extensively infinite punishment. 
The flash of divine wrath is refracted in the centre of finite- 
ness; its absolute concentration unfolds itself in an endless 
expansion. 

“In the death of the God-man sin has fully revealed its 
hitherto hidden character, because, in its tendency a mur- 
derer of God from the beginning, it has, as we have seen, 
finally progressed to actual suicide. But in all this sinful 
humanity stood under the secret and unconscious direction 
of the real murderer and arch-enemy of God and man, who 
now hoped to reach his old original aim by trying to destroy 
the God-man and in him God himself either by effectual 
temptation or by murder, But Jesus, the Son of God, by 
being nailed to the cross was thereby, at the same time, de- 
clared as one given over to the curse of God. And God con- 
firmed this doing of Satan and the world which was none 
other than the spontaneous execution of His own deliberate 
counsel and eternal purpose. He Himself placed His only 
begotten Son under judgment of the curse and gave Him in- 
to death in body and soul. And He did suffer death in all 
its intensity. Not only did the tender and pure body of the 
holy God-man feel the pains and tortures of death by cruci- 
fixion in their deepest intensity, far more deeply and keenly 
than would our flesh which in comparison with His has be- 
come hard and insensible by sin, but his soul moreover was 
subjected to the full energy of the divine retributive justice 
to the very point of being forsaken by God; and he has 
emptied to the last drop in one draught the cup of the in- 
finite wrath of God, which, in spite of His fervent prayer, the 
Father did not take from Him. Thus the intensively infinite 
punishment, which was due to the world, has been visited 
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upon Christ the Son of God, who alone by reason of His 
divinity could bear it without destruction and annihilation 
of His being; the absolute death was executed upon the abso- 
lute God. God’s death for God’s death, that is the perfectly 
adequate equivalent for our guilt. The killing of God as a 
Vicarious penal suffering corresponds to the killing of God as 
the guilt of sin. The infinite debt that was contracted by 
the attempt of the absolute destruction: of the infinite one 
himself could only be atoned for in an absolute manner by 
the infinite penal suffering of absolute death by the infinite 
one himself. The temporal penal suffering of the Lord, far 
from being an insufficient ransom for the eternal suffering of 
sinful humanity, has therefore in the death of the God-man 
given to the retributive justice of God for the first and only 
Hine, brig in the only manner possible, not only an absolute, 
a also an absolutely adequate satisfaction. For here the 
eam of infinite divine holiness is no longer refracted in the 
centre of finiteness, but finds in unbroken energy its abso- 
lute realization in the sphere of infinity itself. The exten- 
sively infinite penal suffering of mankind is sufficient for 
divine holiness, in so far as it can at all find satisfaction in 
the finite creature; but the intensively infinite penal suffer- 
ing of the Son of God is sufficient for it in itself and abso- 
lutely. Therefore the death of the God-man has not accom- 

lished more than divine justice had the right to demand 

ut it has accomplished more than finite humanity was able 
to offer. This death is no insufficient, but rather a super- 
abundant satisfaction. And all this is not, as one might 
think, mere conjecture of subtilizing reason, an abstract 
dogma of reflection, but a concrete self-unfolding of the deep- 
est Christian experience wrought by the Word and Spirit ‘of 
God. For in the believing look upon Jesus, the Son of God 

crucified for us, the immeasurable weight of our guilt sinks of 
itself into the unfathomable depth of divine mercy gained 

for us by the perfect atonement.” 

Thinking Christians will see from this how fallacious are 
the arguments of the rationalists who try to prove from God’s 
love the absence of His active holiness. Their denouncing 
God as barbarous will never make Him so; _ it will only help 
to drive them into the terrible hands of the ever righteous 
God. Sin is achild of hell that can be atoned for only by 
endless suffering in hell, which either we ourselves or our 
Vicar has to endure. Christ has endured it for us in all its 
infinite intensity, while hanging on the cross and exclaiming 


in overwhelming torture: my God, my God, why hast Thou 
forsaken me. For man it is sinful to avenge himself; God 
the Creator has to do so to preserve Himself as a holy right- 
eous being. No Christian will ever believe God cruel for 


damning the wicked, but no Christian ever taught that God 
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rejoiced in the eternal death of the wicked. The oath of God 
that He has no pleasure in the death of man forbidg such a 
satanic thought; the terrible suffering and death of the Son 
of God proclaim the infinite love that would save all even at 
the highest price. The true Lutheran doctrine of atonement 
in connection with the doctrine of eternal punishment also 
overthrows most effectually the cheap arguments and cheaper 
ridicule of the Romanists and many others against our Bible 
doctrine of either heaven or hell after death. A few weeks 
ago a Roman Catholic priest lecturing on eternal punishment 
said: “I must leave it to the Protestant divine to show how 
it is consistent with reason and justice to punish venial sin, 
such as a slight impatience with the torments of the same 
eternal hell which is merited by the crime of deliberate mur- 
der. The Catholic Church does not teach that all sins indis- 
criminately are punished in hell, but only mortal sins, that 
is, sins which of their very nature turn the soul away from 
God, by conscious and deliberate rebellion against God’s law 
in a grave matter; sins which cast off and defy his authority.” 
There we have Pelagianism full blown! Nota word about 
faith or unbelief—not only in this citation, but in the entire 
lecture as far as given in a lengthy report. Such sentences 
as the following are plenty: “For if no act that is momen- 
tary can merit an eternal punishment, no act of virtue can 
merit an eternal reward, for acts of virtue are also transient 
and momentary and there is no proportion between the 
momentary act, say of loving God and the reward of eternal 
life.” It will be noticed that in this sentence the Romanist 
argues that wicked deeds can merit eternal punishment, be- 
cause virtuous deeds can merit eternal tife. For an Arminian 
Methodist or any other Protestant with Pelagian proclivities 
the riddle of the priest must indeed be hard to solve, if they 
still believe in eternal punishment. If men build their hopes 
for the future on their sanctification as most Reformed sects 
do, at least to a great extent, the division line between saint 
and sinner will indeed very often be hard to find. The mur- 
derer on the cross would have had a poor chance of entering 
Paradise according to Arminianism. For a Lutheran the 
riddle which the Romanist propounded for Protestant divines 
is solved by the Bible, or rather it does not exist at all. We 
know of but two classes of men, sinners saved and sinners 
lost; saved, not on account of the works of men, their virtues 
or their vices, for according to them every man belongs to 
hell, but on account of the perfect redemption of Jesus that 
periecty saves every sinner who truly believes in Him. 

here is really but one sin now that damns, and that is unbe- 
lief, on account of which the Holy Spirit was to reprove the 
world according to Christ’s promise; the sin which the world 
does not even consider such but often boasts of as a virtue. 
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The words of Christ will stand forever: ‘He that believeth, 
and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not, 
shall be damned.” 


THE DOCTRINE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER IN 
MODERN THEOLOGY. 


Reviewed and criticized by Dr. F. A. Philippi; tr. from the 
Kirchliche Glaubenslehre of the author by G. H. 8. 


CONCLUDED. 


Considered from any side whatsoever we see that the 
symbolical interpretation is an impossibility. If in the 
Lord’s Supper there were a purely symbolical act, then the 
words in which this is recorded could not have been more in- 
appropriately chosen than has been done. We would then 
have in these words a masterpiece of confusion in grammar 
and logic. Only he who starts out with the purpose of being 
misunderstood and of confusing others can speak in such a 
manner. If men had not approached the exegesis of the 
words of institution with the dogmatical prejudices that it 
was impossible that those words should ordain the body of 
Christ to be eaten with the mouth, since this contradicts 
sense and reason, they would never have thought of a figura- 
tive interpretation. It is further a most surprising phenome- 
non that while all the other symbolical acts and words of the 
Scriptures are recognized as such by the unanimous agree- 
ment of the commentators, only in this one place there isa 
debate as to the literal or figurative interpretation of the 
words. That the figurative interpretation did not flow a pos- 
tertort from an unbiased exegesis of the words, but was ana 
priori presupposition imagined to be necessary and accepted 
before the exegesis of the passage and only later laid into the 
words, is apparent from the embarrassment of the defenders 
of this view in their endeavor to give an exegetical reason 
for their position. They sometimes sought for it in the sub- 
ject, sometimes in the copula, sometimes in the predicate, 
sometimes in the structure of the sentence, and one attempt 
has proved to be more forced and impossible than the other. 
In the dogmatical idea lying at the bottom of these attempts 
they were all agreed; but in regard to the exegesis no two 
agreed. Therefore Schleiermacher, who has set up a doctrine 
of the Lord’s Supper entirely peculiar, confesses that the exe- 
gesis of the words of institution has not yet been peat 
torally concluded, but was capable of and needed further de- 

velopment and must remain open for ever renewed examina- 


tion and research. 
The attempt is made to seek a defense for these presup- 
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positions behind the disciples and to make them partakers in 
the guilt. It is thought that these could in no manner have 
understood the words of the Lord in a literal sense, for how 
could they have believed that the Christ who was sitting 
bodily before them, was also giving them His body to be 
eaten? What then they could not understand, it is thought 
Christ could not have said to them or asked them to believe. 
In this manner a hermeneutical principle is set up, according 
to which nearly all the words of Holy Writ, and especially 
the most important utterances of Christ can be deprived of 
their very soul. But when did the Lord measure: His words 
by the measure of intelligence in His hearers and say only 
that which was at that moment intelligible to them? Then 
He would have been compelled to keep silent altogether 
about His divine sonship and His death of atonement. 
Not even when He finds that His words have been entirely 
misunderstood, does He also endeavor to remove the misun- 
derstanding, but He continues, without taking further notice 
of this misunderstanding, to make mysterious statements 
concerning His person and work. To you is given, He says, 
Matt. 13, 14, Mark 4, 11, to know the mysteries of the king- 
dom of God, but not to those who are without. Yes, these 
shall not hear, although having ears to hear, nor see, although 
having eyes to see, because their heart is hardened. But 
those also whose hearts were open and who received the 
truth, nevertheless misunderstand His words often enough, 
or did not understand them: something that can be seen in 
the conduct of His disciples again and again; and John, in 
his Gospel c. 2, 22 expressly says of a certain utterance of 
the Lord, that they did not understand it until after His re- 
surrection. Even after the resurrection they did not yet 
know the Scriptures that He should rise from the dead, John 
20, 9, although He had told this to them frequently before, 
and itis said of His own parents, Luke 2, 50, that they did 
not understand the words which He was speaking to them. 
The decisive point is here not what the disciples understood, 
or according to the circumstances could have been expected 
to understand, but what the Lord has said. Even if they 
did not at that moment understand what the Lord did in the 
institution of His Supper, yet the words which He had 
spoken to Peter when He washed the feet of the disciples ap- 
plied to them all in this instance, John 18,7: ‘ What I do 
thou knowest not now; but thou shalt know hereafter.” It 
was sufficient if they were only willing in humility to re- 
ceive the words of the Lord, no matter how mysterious they 
as yet sounded to their ears, and to accept them in the sense 
in which He intended them and they would suffer themselves 
to be reminded of them and instructed in them in full by the 
Holy Spirit who was to come later. 
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But who, on the other hand, will maintain and prove 
that the disciples did not at that time already really under- 
stand the Lord? We certainly find that at times they have 
been raised by the enlightenment of the Holy Spirit above 
the level of ordinary intelligence, as when Peter calls Christ 
the Son of the living God, Matt. 16. 16, of which contession 
the Lord expressly says that it came not from flesh and 
blood but from the revelation of the Father; or when Peter, 
not only in his name but also in the name of all the disciples 
says in John 6, 68.69: “Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou 
hast the words of eternal life ani we believe and are sure, 
that Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Such 
sudden inspirations of the-Spirit we see also in Nathanael 
when He first met the Lord, John 1, 50, and says: ‘ Rabbi, 
Thou art the Son of God, Thou art the King of Israel;” 
whereupon the Lord promises to all of His disciples, that 
from now on they would see the heavens open and the angels 
of the Lord ascending and descending upon the Son of man, 
which manifestation of divine glory as the glory of the only 
begotten Son of the Father He soon afterwards reveals before 
their eyes at the marriage feast at Cana, so that the disciples 
believe in Him as the Son of God who had been revealed in 
His glory, John 2,11. Is it so difficult, in view of this, to 
believe that in the solemn moments of their last meeting 
with the Lord and Master, when they certainly listened with 
especially marked attention to His words, and received them 
in simplicity and humility, they, by the illumination of the 
Holy Spirit, understood these words in the sense in which 
they were spoken, no matter how wonderful and inexplicable 
they sounded to them? Had they not already seen many 
miracles that surpassed their understanding, some of which 
were effected by Him, the Son of God, and others of which 
He, the Son of God, was the object, such as His wonderful 
transfiguration on the mountain, His wonderful disappear- 
ance and departure from within the midst of His enemies? 

A miracle is a miracle, and it is the sign of a narrow-minded 
soul to detract anything from its wonderful character. We 
must believe either all of the miracles recorded in the Word 
or none at all. a: fants 

= owe have thus seen that philologically the symbolical in- 
terpretation of the words of institution is an impossibility. 
On the other hand, the philological impossibility of the lit- 
eral interpretation no exegete, as far as we know, has ever 
maintained. And indeed it is logically impossible to main- 
tain that when I say, “ This 1s that,” that looked at from the 
standpoint of language, this cannot mean, “This is really 
Lee ; +4? The opponents therefore must 

that which I predicate of it. e opp : 
; i sibility of the fact in the 
be content with denying the pos yi fied with havin 
literal interpretation, and then to be satisfied wi g 
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tried to prove that the figurative interpretation is philo- 
logically possible. We have however refuted both of these 
arguments already. 

But we must go one step further and maintain that even 
if philologically the symbolical interpretation of the words 
of institution were a possible fact, as this is now not a fact, 
that even then this symbolical interpretation would be an 
impossibility in fact. Even if from a purely grammatical 
standpoint we would have the free choice between the literal 
and the figurative interpretation, we would nevertheless be 
compelled to decide in favor of the former. The reasons for 
this lie in the person of the founder, in the character of the 
institution and in the circumstances under which this was 
ordained. When the departing Lord establishes an ordinance 
for His disciples as an abiding memorial of His atonement, 
this will, no matter whether the word dca%yzy is to be trans- 
lated testament or covenant, have the character of a last will. 
The expressions of a testamentary institution, concerning 
which the oddetc a%ere!l % exitardoeta: Gal. 3, 15 is said, are to 
be taken in a literal sense, as indeed is the case in the inter- 
pretation of a locus classicus, which is to be regarded as a sedes 
propria of a doctrina scripturae sacrae, unless all scriptural in- 
terpretation is to be deprived of a firm foundation; and if 
the possibility of a scriptural analogia fidei is to be main- 
tained, then the literal interpretation of the words must be 
preserved. And if further these are words of the testament, 
not of an ordinary human being, but of the Son of God Him- 
self, ‘the faithful and true witness,” Rev. 3, 14, they must be 
received with all the greater reverence and be accepted just 
as they read. To this must be added that they are the words 
of the last will of the Son of God, who is not only the eter- 
nal Truth itself, but also the omnipotent Lord, who is able to 
accomplish what He has said. No matter, therefore, how 
impossible the contents may seem to human reason, yet faith, 
which indeed is not the possession of every man, answers in 
childlike humility, “Be it untu me according to Thy word; 
there is nothing impossible with God, and what He promises, 
He will surely do.” For that reason Luther, and with 
him the confessions and the older teachers of our church, 
have ever laid the principal stress upon this, that the matter 
was already decided by the very fact that these are the words 
of the true, almighty Son of God who was making His last 
will and testament, and that therefore these words are to be 
taken literally, and not to be turned and twisted, even if a 
symbolical interpretation were possible, which, however, in 
this instance is not even the case. 

This standpoint over against the words of institution 
spoken by the Lord certainly presupposes an acknowledg- 
ment of His sonship of God as also an absolutely reliable 
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Word of God, of which the rationalism and the subjectivism 
of our day has no idea. And for that reason the controversy 
with these schools of thought is, at the foundation, really not 
one concerning the doctrine of the Lord’s Supper, but rather 
has its roots in the doctrine of the person of Christ and of 
inspiration. Only with those then could an understanding 
with reference to the Lord’s Supper be a possibility, who are 
really in earnest with their faith in the divinity of Christ 
and with the inspiration of the Word of God. The others 
will always, on aceount of their dogmatical standpoint and 
notwithstanding all the arguments opposed to them from 
grammar and logic, be compelled to take refuge in the most 
’ forced and arbitrary figurative interpretations, and must be- 
tray by their disharmony and their guessing as to the word 
in which the figurative meaning is to be found, that they had 
their dogma cut and dried before they commenced their ex- 
egesis, (Something of which they always accuse the defenders 
of the church’s doctrine,) so that the words of institution are 
afterwards thrown into this dogmatical Procrustes bed and 
are martyred till they fit into it. 
And if we finally glance at the circumstences under 
’ which the Lord instituted the Last Supper, we will reach the 
‘ game conclusion. It was the last Passah festival before He 
endured the sufferings through which He Himself became 
the real Paschal Lamb which was offered for the sins of the 
world, John 19, 36, 1 Cor. 5,7. As He in this manner put 
an end to the typical slaying of the Paschal lambs, thus too 
He ended the typical Paschal supper. The shadow was now 
to yield to the reality, the ox to the sa@v4. How can it then 
be thought that the Lord would only have put a new shadow 
in the place of the old, and this too one that still less cor- 
responded to the reality than the older did? Or was perhaps 
the Paschal lamb that was slain not a more fitting type of 
the offering of Christ’s body than the bread that was broken 
would have been? Such might pass if the Lord had intended 
just for once to perform in word and in action before the eyes 
of His disciples a certain symbolical act. (?) But no, the 
ceremonial command of constant repetition of such a purely 
outward memorial act aera a petal u the “New 
Testament” which the Lord so strongly emphasizes over 
ageitat the “Old Testament” cf. Ex. 24,*, Heb. 9,20. This 
would virtually be a relapse into the ceremonial and legal 
standpoint, @ mizing of the Ta" ertpond w the real Paschal 
0 correspon $ 
Dee ee a men as a apicitnal nourishment in 


; this not merely 
hath ‘th hie to be found also in the Old Testament sacred 
meals, (1 Cor. 10, 3.4.) but as @ bodily eating with the mouth. 


i is said i ds of institution con- 
For not a single word is said in the words t 3 
cerning 4 spiritual partaking, but rather is such an idea arbi 
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trarily put into the words and connected with them on the 
basis of groundless presuppositions. If the words, “Take 
and eat, this is my body,” do not mean, “Take and eat with 
our mouth this body of mine which is really offered to you,” 
bat mean rather, “ Eat this bread as the symbol of my body 
to be broken for you on the cross,” then they do not signify 
more than a mere memorial feast, Then they do not say 
that the true body of Christ is in addition given to faith in a 
spiritual manner, and it is not even proved that the symbol 
is of necessity a pledge and that with the sign the thing sig- 
nified is also offered. And even if this were the case, then 
in the Lord’s Supper nothing else would be given to the be- 
liever but what he can receive also in another way, and the 
specific feature, that distinguishes the Supper, would be the 
mere symbolical act, the ceremonial action. Just as there is 
no dogmatic tertiwum between Luther and Zwingli, thus too 
there is no exegetical tertiwm, and the tertiwm for which Calvin 
was struggling in the end results exegetically and dogmatic- - 
ally in pure Zwinglianism. And in addition the analogy be- 
tween the Word and Baptism on the one hand, and of the 
Lord’s Supper on the other, leads to the literal interpretation 
of the words of institution. If the Word is the bearer of the 
Spirit, and the water connected with the Word the bearer of 
the holy ‘Trinity with all God’s gifts and grace, as we have 
learned both to be, then bread and wine are not empty signs 
but are the bearers of the body and the blood of the Lord. 
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